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The  Members  of  the  Society  are  indebted  to  Wm.  Long, 
Esq.,  for  the  two  illustrations  of  Christon  Church,  given  in 
the  present  volume  ;  and  to  the  Council  of  the  Geological 
Society  for  the  use  of  the  plate  to  illustrate  Mr.  Sanford's 
Paper,  on  the  Rodentia  of  the  Somerset  Caves. 

The  Publication  Committee  regret  that  they  have  not 
been  able,  as  they  intended,  to  give  the  Somersetshire 
Glossary  in  this  present  volume.  It  will  be  in  print  early 
next  year. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

SOMERSETSHIRE  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY, 

FOR  THE  YEARS  1868-9. 

PART  I. 


THE  Twentieth  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  at 
WiLLiTONj  on  the  25th  August,  1868,  under  the 
presidency  of  Sir  Alexander  Acland  Hood,  Bart. 
The  President  on  taking  the  chair  expressed  the  pleasure 
he  felt  in  presiding  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  after  re- 
capitulating the  archaeological  wonders  he  had  visited  in 
different  countries,  and  saying  that  with  reference  to 
natural  history  the  neighbourhood  was  strong,  called  upon 
Mr.  Daniel  Badcock,  (in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  secre- 
tary), to  read  the  Report  of  the  Council  for  the  past 
year 

REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  1868. 

"  The  Council  have  the  honour  to  report  on  this  the 
twentieth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  Society, 
that,  a  considerable  number  of  members  not  having  paid 
their  subscriptions  for  four  years  and  upwards,  they  re- 
commend that  their  names  should  be  removed  from  the 
vol.  xv.,  1868-9,  part  i.  a 
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list.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  will  not  affect  the  real 
condition  of  the  Society.  They  further  recommend  that 
in  future  any  member  who  ahull  not  have  paid  his 
subscription  for  three  years,  shall  be  struck  off  the  list, 
and  be  subject  to  a  fresh  entrance  fee  in  case  he  should 
wish  to  rejoin  the  Society. 

u  It  is  evident  that  any  comparison  between  the  number 
of  members  in  past  and  present  years  will,  if  this  recom- 
mendation be  adopted,  be  fallacious  ;  but  the  Council  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Society  has  lost  no 
material  strength  during  the  past  year. 

"  They  report  that  the  Volume  of  Proceedings  for  the 
year  1867,  is  for  the  most  part  printed,  and  they  have 
reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  members 
in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  ;  and  that  the  contents  will 
be  found  to  be  of  considerable  interest. 

"By  the  courtesy  of  the  Council  of  the  Palreontographical 
Society,  the  paper  on  the  Feline  remains  in  our  Museum  by 
Mr.  Sanford,  will  be  furnished  with  a  limited  number  of 
copies  of  illustrations.  These  will  be  issued  to  such 
members  as  require  them  at  the  price  of  4s.  per  set  of 
twenty-five  folio  and  quarto  plates. 

"  A  considerable  amount  of  wall  casing  for  the  Museum 
has  been  provided  by  a  local  subscription.  This  has  enabled 
the  Curator  to  improve  the  arrangement  of  the  collection, 
though  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  this  respect. 

"  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  a  minute  and 
critical  examination  of,  and  mounting  and  arranging,  the 
valuable  cave  collection,  which  proves  to  be  of  greater 
interest  the  more  closely  it  is  examined. 

"  A  considerable  portion  of  the  rough  catalogue  of  the 
whole  Museum  is  finished  by  the  Curator.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  may  be  completed  during  the  ensuing  year. 
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"  Mr.  Stradling  has  deposited  a  miscellaneous  collection 
of  objects  in  the  Museum,  some  of  them  are  of  considerable 
historical  and  antiquarian  interest,  including  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  geological  collection. 

"  Annexed  is  the  Treasurers'  Report  for  the  year  ending 
August  20th,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a 
balance  of  £32  Is.  5d.  in  favour  of  the  Society. 

"  In  conclusion  the  Council  beg  to  tender  their  thanks 
to  the  President,  and  the  Local  Committee  at  Williton, 
for  their  exertions  on  the  present  occasion/' 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

€f)t  ^Treasurers  tn  Srrount  torn}  ttie  ^omersrtsfjtre  &rcf)aeoIogtcaI  anlr 
Dr.  fiatural  history  £ortetg.  Cr. 


1867. 


s.  d. 


August  20.  £ 

To  balance  of  former  account    8  16  4 

„  Subscriptions  for  1868  ...    148  10  0 

Ditto  arrears      ...    138  11  6 

„  Entrance  Fees  ...     12  10  0 


£  308   7  10 


August  20,  1868,  Balance  ...  £  32   1  5 


1867-8. 


By  Annual  Meeting  at  Bristol  5  19  6 
„  Repairs,  Glass,  &c.  ...  6  15  0 
„  Stationery,  Pi  inting,  &c.     10    3  8 

„  Coal,  Gas,  &c   8    2  8 

„  Curator's  Salary  toAug. '68  37  10  0 
„  Rent  to  Midsummer,  1868    30    0  0 

„  Insurance   15  0 

„  May,  balance  of  Account 

for  Printing  Vol.  13  ...     68  17  6 
„  May,  on  account  of  Print- 
ing Vol.  14    25   0  0 

„  Lithographic  drawing  and 
printing  illustrations 

for  Vol.  13    46   9  11 

„  Subscription  to  Palaeon- 

tographical  Society  1868  1  1  0 
„  Subscription      to  Ray 

Society,  1868    1    1  0 

„  Subscriptions  to  Archaeo- 
logical   Institute,  11 
years-to  1867         ...     11  11  0 
„  Original  drawing  of  Taun- 
ton Castle  Gateway  ...      4    4  0 
„  Postages,  Carriage,  &c.         7  18  8 
„  Postage  of  Volumes  of 

Proceedings   9   6  7 

„  Sundries   1  10  11 

Balance    32    1  5 


£  308    7  10 


H.  R.  H.J.  &  D.  BADCOCK, 

Treasurers. 

August  2lst,  1868,  Audited  and  found  Correct, 

Wm.  P.  PINCHARD, 
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The  Report  of  the  Council  and  the  Treasurers'  Account 
Were  unanimously  received  and  adopted. 

Proposed  by  the  PRESIDENT,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Marshall,  and  resolved,  "That  the  Committee  be  em- 
powered to  make  arrangements  for  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Society  and  for  the  appointment  of  President." 

The  Vice-Presidents  were  re-elected. 

The  Treasurers  were  re-appointed. 

The  General  Secretaries  were  appointed  as  follows  : — 
Rev.  W.  A.  Jones,  Dr.  Pring,  Mr.  W.  A.  Sanford. 

The  Local  Secretaries  were  re-appointed. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the 
Committee  :  H.  J.  Alford,  J.  E.  Anderdon,  W.  Meade 
King,  T.  Meyler,  J.  F.  Norman,  W.  P.  Pinchard. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Woodforde,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  and  resolved  "That  the  best  thanks  of  the 
members  be  presented  to  Wm.  Ayshford  Sanford,  Esq., 
E.C4.S.,  for  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  him  in  the 
arrangement  and  classification  of  the  Mendip  Cave  Bones, 
in  the  Museum  of  the  Society,  and  for  the  elaborate  cata- 
logue of  Felis  spelcea  recently  completed." 

Mr.  E.  A.  Freeman  then  made  some  remarks  upon 
Dunster  Church.  The  fabric  had  originally  been  divided 
between  the  monks  and  the  people  ;  he  only  knew  of  one 
other  where  the  arrangements  remained  so  perfect,  and 
that  was  at  Ewenny,  in  Glamorganshire. 


iiclmottcr  (fhnrtli 

was  first  visited,  and  attention  drawn  to  the  elaborately 
carved  bench  ends,  some  of  the  finest  remaining  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  The  church  consists  of  a  nave,  chancel, 
north  aisle,  tower,  and  south  porch  with  parvis.  In  the 
church-yard  is  the  shaft  of  an  old  cross.  The  manor 
of  this  parish  was  given  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells, 
by  Bishop  Bytton,  in  1271.  The  name  Bicknoller  is  sup- 
posed to  be  derived  from  the  ancient  British  words  Bi/c/ian, 
small,  and  Alivar,  a  treasury.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
Eomans  had  here  one  of  the  smaller  repositories  for  their 
money. 

The  party  then  proceeded  to 

galstuan  3ttanor  '§mu, 

supposed  to  have  been  originally  the  residence  of  Cardinal 
Beaufort,  there  are  however  no  heraldic  insignia  on  any 
part  of  the  building  which  would  bear  testimony  to  this 
tradition.  Internally  the  house  has  been  much  altered, 
still  the  remains  of  the  old  ceilings  bespeak  its  former 
grandeur.  The  three  towers,  one  in  the  centre,  and 
the  others  at  the  ends  of  the  front,  give  it  a  picturesque 
appearance,  being  battlemented  and  pinnacled.  There 
are  several  quaint  gurgoyles,  one  representing  the  devil 
carrying  away  a  lawyer. 
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Hence  to 

dft[OttJ40)nbj;  <pitt[rtt, 

a  fine  Perpendicular  building,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Cross, 
having  a  chapel  on  the  north  side  containing  several  monu- 
ments to  the  Carew  family,  and  a  small  portion  of  stained 
glass.  In  the  church-yard  is  a  fine  cross  having  a  canopied 
niche,  the  centre  of  the  shaft  containing  the  figure  of  a 
bishop  vested  in  a  chasuble.  Another  cross  stands  in  the 
village  ;  both  these  are  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation 
The  visit  proposed  to  Crowcombe  Court  was  unavoidably 
deferred  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  proprietor,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Carew. 

8fh*  d£!tttrrh  of  $1  Parg,  ^topmfor 

was  next  inspected.  Bishop  Bytton  gave  this  church  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells  on  condition  that  a  yearly 
stipend  of  fifty  shillings  should  be  paid  to  a  chaplain  to 
say  daily  mass  for  the  repose  of  his  soul.  Here  is  a  fine 
monument  to  Sir  George  Sydenham,  Knight,  of  Combe 
Sydenham,  and  others  to  the  family  of  Musgrave. 

The  party  then  returned  to  Williton  where  an  Ordinary 
was  held  at  the  Egremont  Hotel,  after  which  the  Rev.  T. 
Hugo,  m.a.,  read  a  paper  on  "  Taunton  and  King  Ina 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Parker  made  some  observations  on  the 
Cistercian  Abbey  at  Old  Cleeve. 


The  members  of  the  Society  started  from  Williton  and 
went  direct  to 

JPtnnftsitt^r  (tenth, 

which  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  in  the  15th  cen- 
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tury,  and  contains  some  early  Perpendicular  work  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  VII,  and  a  good  number  of  carved  bench 
ends,  some  of  which  have  been  judiciously  restored. 

The  ancient  Manor  House  of 

once  the  residence  of  Sir  F.  Drake,  was  then  inspected. 
It  was  held  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells  by  the 
tenure  of  knight's  service,  and  is  a  fine  example  of  an 
Elizabethan  mansion,  having  a  gabled  tower  in  the  centre. 
The  porch  bears  date  1580,  and  has  this  inscription  : — 

"  Porta  patebo  tuis  semper  generose  Georgii  ingratis 
animis  janua  clausa  patens." 

Above  are  the  arms  of  Sydenham,  Quarterly  1st  &  6th 
Three  rams,  for  Sydenham— 2.  defaced — 3.  A  cross — 
4.  Barry  of  six — 5.  A  bend  between  six  escallops  (?  foun- 
tains) for  Sturton.  There  were  two  crests  placed  on 
helmets  affronte,  both  now  defaced. 

ftittttcttombc  dfourt  and  dflturrh 

were  next  visited.  The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
contains  some  fine  monuments  to  the  Paleighs,  and  some 
15th  century  glass  with  figures  of  SS.  Mary,  Catherine, 
Urith,  John,  Laurance,  and  Peter.  Pound  the  font  are 
sculptural  representations  illustrative  of  the  seven  sacra- 
ments. A  fine  old  chalice,  portion  of  the  Communion  plate, 
was  shown,  and,  after  the  great  hall  of  the  court  with  its 
numerous  portraits  of  the  Trevelyan  family  had  been 
viewed,  the  Society  proceeded  via  Fair  Cross  to 

where  they  were  joined  by  several  members  of  the  Exeter 
Naturalists'  Society.    The  ruins  were  examined  under  the 
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guidance  of  Mr.  J.  IT.  Parker,  who  made  some  observa- 
tions on  the  history  and  architectural  features  of  the  build- 
ing. It  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  give  a  report 
of  them  here  as  our  readers  will  find  that  the  history  and 
antiquities  of  the  Abbey  are  already  fully  detailed  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Society,  Vols,  vi  and  Til. 
Hence  to 

where  an  excellent  luncheon  was  provided  in  a  marquee  on 
the  lawn,  by  the  liberality  of  its  noble  owner,  G.  Fowncs- 
Luttrell,  Esq.  After  inspecting  the  castle,  which  was 
built  in  the  year  1580,  though  the  gate-way  appears  to  be 
about  the  time  of  Richard  II,  and  the  inner  gate-way  and 
bastions  of  that  of  Edward  III,  the  Rev.  T.  Brown  read 
as  follows  : — 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  164G  that  the  Parliamentary 
army  was  besieging  Dunster  castle,  which  was  then 
garrisoned  for  the  King  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Wyndham,  the  Parliamentary  General  sent  the  following 
message  to  him  : — "  If  you  will  yet  deliver  up  the  castle 
you  shall  have  fair  quarter,  if  not,  expect  no  mercy.  Your 
mother  shall  be  in  front  to  receive  the  first  firing  of  your 
cannon.^  To  which  the  gallant  Colonel  replied — "  If  you 
do  what  you  threaten,  jou  do  the  most  barbarous  and 
villanous  act  that  ever  was  done  !  My  mother  I  honor, 
but  the  cause  I  fight  for,  and  the  masters  I  serve — God  and 
the  King — I  honour  more." — "  Mother,  do  you  forgive  me, 
and  give  me  your  blessing  ?  and  let  the  rebels  answer  for 
spilling  that  blood  of  yours  which  I  will  save  with  the  loss 
of  mine,  if  I  have  enough  both  for  my  masters  and  yourself/' 
The  mother  replied,  "  Son,  I  forgive  thee,  and  pray  God 
to  help  thee  for  this  brave  resolution.    If  I  live,  I  shall 
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love  thee  all  the  better  for  it.  God's  will  be  done." 
Lord  Wentworth,  Sir  B.  Greswell,  and  Col.  Webbe 
rescued  the  mother,  relieved  the  castle,  and  took  1,000 
prisoners,  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight." 

was  the  next  object,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Freeman  made  some 
observations  respecting  it,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  re- 
peat here,  as  he  has  contributed  a  very  valuable  account 
of  the  building  and  other  contiguous  remains  to  the  sixth 
volume  of  our  Proceedings. 
Viewing 

on  their  way,  which  contains  a  fine  old  roodscreen,  and 
to  which  a  handsome  tower  has  been  recently  added, 
the  members  returned  to  Williton  where  an  ordinary 
wTas  provided  at  the  Egremont  Hotel,  after  dinner  Mr. 
Emanuel  Green  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Civil  War 
in  Somersetshire,"  and  the  Rev.  T.  Brown  drew  atten- 
tion to  Mr.  Cory  at,  son  of  one  of  the  rectors  of  Odcombe, 
near  Yeovil.  In  1612  he  made  a  journey  to  Turkey, 
Aleppo,  and  the  West  Indies,  which  took  him  three 
months  and  cost  him  only  £3. 


SHiM  gag:  @w\xT$m. 

The  members  left  Williton  a  little  before  ten  o'clock  for 

(fast  ^huuttfl^Juad  (fh«n;lt 

which  contains  some  good  bench  ends  of  geometric  patterns, 
and  a  fine  canopied  altar  tomb  bearing  this  inscription  :— 
vol.  xv.,  1868-9,  part  i.  b 
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u  Here  luyt  hugh  luttrell  knyght  wyhe  departed  1522  the 
fyrst  day  of  february,  here  lyt  andro  luttrell  knyght  his 
sc-ne  wyhe  departyd  the  yere  of  our  lord  god  mcccccxxxviii 
the  iiii  day  of  may  on  whoys  souly'  ihu  have  mcy." 

Above  are  the  arms  with  supports,  and  the  curious 
canting  crest  of  Luttrell,  an  otter  (loutre)  passant  holding 
a  fish  in  its  mouth.  The  ancient  manor  house  close  to  the 
church  was  then  carefully  examined.  It  is  a  building  of 
the  Elizabethan  period,  and  is  exceedingly  curious  having 
suffered  scarcely  any  alteration  since  it  was  built.  The 
principal  rooms  have  fine  chimney  pieces  with  sculptures 
of  scriptural  subjects.  The  old  staircases,  the  steps  of 
which  are  solid  blocks  of  oak,  the  old  glazing  of  the 
windows,  the  leaden  roof,  the  dais  of  the  great  hall,  and 
even  some  of  the  hooks  used  to  support  the  tapestry  in  the 
upper  rooms,  all  remaining  together  much  in  their  original 
condition,  seem  to  carry  the  visitor  back  to  the  days  of  his 
long  forgotton  ancestors,  and  place  their  every  day  life 
vividly  before  his  mind. 

was  next  seen.  It  is  one  of  the  few  perfect  churchyard 
crosses  still  remaining  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  finial 
of  the  shaft  which  is  really  the  cross  has  on  its  eastern  side 
the  figure  of  our  Lord  on  the  cross,  with  kneeling  figures 
of  Mary  and  John  ;  on  the  western  the  Virgin  crowned 
and  Child  ;  on  the  southern  the  figure  of  a  Bishop,  episco- 
pally  vested,  bearing  a  crozier,  and  having  his  hand  in  the 
attitude  of  benediction  ;  on  the  northern  the  figure  of  a 
saint,  probably  St,  James  the  patron  of  the  church.  These 
are  protected  by  canopied  niches.    Hence  to 

which  contains  much  Norman  work ;  the  font  is  decora* 


THIRD  DAY:  EXCURSION. — DODINGTON  CHURCH.  11 

ted  with  the  cross  of  St.  Andrew,  to  whom  the  church  is 
dedicated,  and  has  a  heavy  cable  moulding.  The  nave 
was  re-built  in  the  15th  century.  The  tower  is  central, 
contains  a  fine  peal  of  bells,  and  has  a  spire  covered 
with  lead.    The  whole  has  been  recently  repaired. 

The  Society  then  returned  to  Fairfield,  the  seat  of  Sir 
Peregrine  Palmer  Fuller  Palmer-Acland,  Bart.,  where  the 
venerable  owner  had  provided  an  excellent  luncheon  for 
them  in  the  great  hall,  around  which  hang  the  portraits 
of  many  of  his  ancestors.  After  luncheon  Sir  A.  Acland- 
Hood,  Bart.,  mentioned  the  persons  they  represented.  The 
healths  of  Sir  P.  P.  F.  P.  Acland,  and  Sir  A.  A.  Hood, 
Barts.,  were  proposed  with  thanks  for  the  hospitable  enter- 
tainment provided,  and  having  been  duly  honoured  the 
party  started  for  Dodington. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  visit  the  ancient  camp  on 
Douseborough  and  site  of  the  old  mines  at  Dodington.  This 
was  however  omitted  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at 
which  the  party  arrived  there. 

is  small  and  possesses  little  to  interest  the  antiquary. 
The  parish  register  which  commences  in  1538  has  this 
curious  entry  : — "Feby  25th  1770  was  buried  James 
Protherow  (a  welchman)  as  he  was  travelling  from  Car- 
narvon too  Westminster  in  London  his  parish  being  eaten 
up  by  lice  through  the  Inhumanity  of  the  Parish  Officer 
through  which  he  came,  all  possible  kindness  being  shown 
him  in  this  parish,  but  he  lived  in  it  but  a  few  days  and 
died  a  most  Miserable  Spectacle  as  was  ever  seen  aged  67." 

The  Manor  House  stands  hard  by  the  church,  and  was 
erected  in  the  year  1581.  It  has  been  recently  repaired  by 
Sir  P.  F.  P.  Acland,  Bart.,  the  present  proprietor.  The 
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old  hall  retains  its  minstrels'  gallery,  and  in  the  windows 
may  be  observed  the  arms  of  Dodington,  Sable  three 
hunting  horns  Argent,  impaling  Sable,  a  bend  Or  between 
six  fountains,  for  Stourton.  Over  the  chimney  piece 
are  the  arms  of  Dodington,  quartering  Wyndham,  Trivet, 
and  Sydenham. 

Hence  passing  through  St.  Audries  park  the  Society 
inspected  the  church  of 

a  modern  erection  in  the  gothic  style,  and  returned  to 
Williton,  which  brought  the  annual  meeting  to  a  close. 


THE  Twenty-first  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at 
Axbridge,  on  the  7th  September,  1869,  under  the 
presidency  of  Wm.  Long,  Esq.  The  Rev.  Wm.  Arthur 
Jones,  Secretary,  read  the  following  Report : — 

REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  1869. 

"  The  Council,  in  presenting  their  Annual  Report, 
have  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  the  members  of  this 
Society  on  its  having  attained  its  Twenty-first  Anniver- 
sary. While  much  has  been  already  done  through  the 
operation  of  this  Society,  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the 
County  by  the  series  of  volumes  they  have  published,  and 
by  the  objects  of  Antiquarian  interest,  and  of  Natural 
History  collected  in  your  Museum,  they  feel  that  very 
much  more  remains  to  be  done ;  and  your  council  would 
again  earnestly  solicit  a  more  active  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  all  those  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  promote  its 
objects.  They  are  especially  desirous  to  afford  every 
facility  for  the  publication  in  the  Proceedings  of  original 
unpublished  Documents  relating  to  the  County,  such  as 
may  be  found  in  the  Archives  of  ancient  Boroughs,  like 
that  in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  and  likewise  in 
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private  collections,  of  which  there  are  many  in  the  County 
of  Somerset  of  great  local  and  public  interest. 

"  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Glossary 
of  the  Somersetshire  Dialect  kindly  undertaken  for  the 
Society  by  the  Rev.  Wadham  P.  Williams,  assisted  by  one 
of  your  Secretaries,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  members  residing 
in  various  Districts  will  assist  in  furthering  this  object, 
before  the  fleeting  forms  of  the  language  of  our  forefathers 
pass  away  and  become  entirely  lost. 

"  Under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Wm.  Ayshford  Sanford, 
aided  by  the  curator,  Mr.  Bidgood,  the  valuable  collection 
of  Mendip  Cave  Bones  in  your  Museum  is  now  arranged 
and  classified,  so  as  to  be  available  for  students  of  that 
branch  of  scientific  research,  and  for  all  such  as  are  inter- 
ested in  the  early  history  of  the  district.  The  Museum 
has  been  visited  during  the  past  year  by  several  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  Science,  all  of  whom  have  ex- 
pressed their  high  appreciation  of  the  extreme  value  of  the 
collection,  and  of  the  skill  and  care  with  which  the  classifi- 
cation has  been  carried  out. 

"  In  the  early  part  of  last  Spring,  your  Council  were 
pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  of  allowing  to  be  placed  in 
the  Museum  an  apparatus  for  hatching  Salmon-ova  with 
the  view  of  introducing  them  into  the  River  Tone.  By 
this  means  a  thousand  young  Salmon  have  been  set  free  in 
Somersetshire  waters,  and  it  is  believed  under  very  favour- 
able circumstances. 

"  The  Council  desire  to  record  with  deep  sorrow  the 
recent  loss  by  death  of  the  Rev.  F.  Warre,  one  of  the 
founders  of  this  Society,  and  for  many  years  one  of  its 
most  active  and  most  highly-valued  officers.  They  feel 
assured  that  all  the  members  would  desire  to  join  in  pay- 
ing a  grateful  tribute  of  respect  and  esteem,  to  the  memory 
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of  one  who  has  contributed  so  largely  to  the  prosperity  of 
this  Society,  by  his  extensive  and  varied  Archaeological 
knowledge  as  well  as  by  his  genial  and  kindly  disposition. 

"  In  conclusion,  your  Council  venture  to  hope  that  the 
Society  will  continue  to  secure  the  sympathy  and  increased 
support  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  County,  and  be 
thereby  enabled  to  give  evidence  of  increased  power  and 
usefulness/' 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Neville  Grenville,  m.p., 
seconded  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Dickinson,  the  Report  was 
received  and  adopted. 

The  following  Financial  Statement  was  presented  by 
Mr.  R.  G.  Badcock,  Treasurer,  and  adopted  : — 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

€f)t  Cmsurers  in  acconnt  totnj  t!)e  3>onwmt8ljtre  arrfjacologi'ral  antr 
Dr.  Natural  &t6torg  Soctetg.  Cr. 


August  20  £  s.  d. 

To  Balance  of  former  account   32    1  5 

„  Subscriptions    162  10  0 

„  Entrance  fees    11  10  0 

„  Excursion  tickets       ...      5   5  0 


Sept.  1st,  1869,  Balance 


£211 


£  35  17  7 


1868-9. 

£  s.  d. 

By  Expenses  at  Annual  Meeting  5  13  2 

„  Cases,  fixtures,  repairs,  &c.  10    0  0 

„  Stationery,  Printing,  &c.       7   8  8 

„  Coal.  Gas,  &c                       8  15  9 

,.  Curator's  Salary  to  August 

3,  1869                            37  10  0 

„  Rent,  One  year  to  Mid- 
summer, 1869                   30   0  0 

,,  Insurance                               15  0 

„  Balance  of  account  for 
printing  Vol.  14,  illus- 
trations, &c  59    1  0 

„  Subscription    to  Palaeon- 

tographical  Society  1869     1    1  0 

„  Subscription      to  Bay 

Society,  1869                      1    1  0 

„  Postage,  Carriage,  &c.    ...     6    4  3 

„  Postage    and   delivery  of 

Volumes                           6   9  1 

„  Sundries                               1    9  11 

Balance                       35  17  7 

£211    6  5 


H.  E.  H.  J.  &  D.  BAUCOCK, 

Treasurers. 

September  4th,  1869,  Audited  and  found  Correct, 

Wm.  KELLY. 
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It  was  moved  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Badcock,  seconded  by 
Mr.  R.  K.  Meade  King,  and  carried  unanimously,  "  That 
a  copy  of  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  late  Rev.  F.  Warre, 
be  sent  to  Mrs.  Warre." 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Hunt,  seconded  by 
Mr.  W.  B.  Dawkins,  the  Vice-Presidents  were  re-elected. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  Prebendary  Horner,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Prebendary  Scarth,  it  was  resolved  : — 
"  That  the  Treasurers  and  General  Secretaries  be  re-elected 
with  thanks  for  their  services. 

The  Local  Secretaries  were  re-appointed  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Hunt,  Congresbury,  and  Mr.  G. 
W.  Marshall,  of  Bicknoller. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pleydell  P.  Bouverie, 
seconded  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Knyfton,  the  following  gentle- 
men were  elected  members  of  the  Committee: — Rev. 
W.  P.  Williams,  Mr.  O.  W.  Malet,  Mr.  H.  Alford,  Capt. 
Doveton,  Mr.  Cecil  Smith,  Mr.  E.  B.  Tylor. 

Mr.  Wm.  Bidgood  was  re-elected  as  Curator,  and  the 
value  of  his  services  in  connection  with  the  arrangement 
and  classification  of  the  Cave  Remains  in  the  Museum  duly 
acknowledged. 

Moved  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  R. 
N.  Gren ville,  and  resolved : — "  That  the  Council  of 
the  Society  be  empowered  to  fix  the  time  and  place  for 
the  next  Annual  Meeting,  and  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  John  Batten,  it  was  resolved: — 
"  That  the  Council  be  authorized,  if  they  think  fit,  to 
arrange  that  the  Meeting  be  held  out  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  County  of  Somerset/'' 

The  President  then  read  the  following  address  : — 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — As  Archaeology  abhors  all  looseness 
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of  statement,  and  exacts  from  its  students  the  most  rigid  at- 
tainable exactness  of  thought  and  expression,  I  have  committed 
to  paper  the  few  remarks  respecting  the  antiquities  of  this 
neighbourhood,  which  I  thought  might  with  propriety  be 
made  by  one  filling  the  honourable  office  of  President  of  this 
Society  at  an  Axbridge  meeting. 

The  previous  annual  meetings  of  the  Somersetshire  Arch- 
aeological and  Natural  History  Society,  have  been  held  at  the 
following  places : — Taunton  (2),  Wells  (2),  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Bath,  Yeovil,  Dunster,  Bridge  water  (2),  Bruton, 
Glastonbury,  Clevedon,  Langport,  Wellington,  Burnham, 
Shepton  Mallet,  Ilminster,  Bristol,  Williton.  When  the 
Society  met  at  Weston-super-Mare  in  1851,  the  excursionists 
from  that  place  visited  Banwell  Church,  and  the  Banwell 
Caves,  (which  were  lighted  up  for  the  occasion  by  Chancellor 
Law) ;  and  the  Corporation  of  Axbridge  kindly  exhibited  their 
interesting  collection  of  charters  in  the  temporary  museum. 
From  Clevedon  in  1860  an  excursion  was  made  to  Wrington, 
Congresbury,  and  Yatton,  which  although  not  included  in  the 
programme  of  the  present  meeting,  may  fairly  be  considered  to 
belong  to  our  Axbridge  district.  The  Cheddar  Cliffs,  and 
Cheddar  Chureh,  were  visited  from  Glastonbury  in  1859,  but 
with  these  exceptions  the  Society  has  not  crossed  the  limits 
of  the  area  which  we  may  claim  as  our  own. 

But  although  the  Society,  in  its  collective  character,  has  not 
hitherto  explored  this  particular  portion  of  the  county,  much 
attention  has  been  bestowed  upon  it  by  individual  members, 
and  with  good  reason.  For  if  we  consider  the  Mendip  Hills 
with  reference  to  their  picturesque  features,  it  would  be  hard 
to  find  any  of  our  highland  tracts  with  outlines  of  a  more 
varied  and  pleasing  character ;  and  if  we  regard  them,  from 
an  antiquarian  point  of  view,  there  is  no  portion  of  South 
Britain,  (with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  Devonshire  coast 
and  the  neighbouring  county  of  Wilts),  which,  in  its  pre- 
historic traces  of  man  and  his  works,  can  surpass  it  in 
interest  and  importance.    The  geologist  finds  ample  materials 
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for  the  study  of  his  favourite  scionco  on  this  vast  limcstono 
range,  and  in  its  riven  sides ;  and  the  occlesiologist  sees  with 
admiration  in  our  valleys,  such  a  tower  as  that  of  Wrington, 
which  has  been  pronounced  by  an  eminent  authority  to  be 
entitled  to  the  designation  of  "the  finest  square  western 
tower,  not  designed  for  a  spire  or  lantern,  in  all  England, 
and  therefore  probably  in  the  whole  world." 

The  results  of  the  investigations  of  this  neighbourhood 
by  members  of  the  Society  have  been  embodied  in  papers, 
published  from  time  to  time  in  the  Society's  Journal,  and 
among  the  most  important  of  them  are  the  following : — 
On  the  Mendip  Bone  Caverns,  by  the  Eev.  W.  A.  Jones; 
on  Wookey  Hole  Hysena  Den,  and  on  the  Burrington 
Combe  Caverns,  by  Mr.  Boyd  Dawkins ;  on  the  Mining 
Operations  of  the  Eomans,  by  Mr.  Yates  ;  on  Ancient  Cham- 
bered Tumuli,  by  the  Eev.  H.  M.  Scarth ;  on  the  Geology  of 
the  Mendip  District,  by  the  late  Mr.  W.  Baker,  and  by 
Messrs.  Charles  Moore  and  McMurtrie  ;  on  the  Feline  Fossils 
and  Pleistocene  Mammalia  in  the  Taunton  Museum,  by  Mr. 
Sanford ;  and  on  the  types  of  Ancient  Earth  Works,  by  the 
late  Eev.  Francis  Warre. 

The  mention  of  this  last  name  reminds  us  of  one  who 
has  recently  passed  away,  but  whose  labours  to  promote 
the  success  of  this  Society,  and  the  intelligent  study  of 
the  antiquities  of  the  county,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

In  this  our  Axbridge  district,  we  have  indications  of  those 
different  periods  of  man's  existence  and  civilization,  which 
have  been,  of  late,  more  or  less  accurately  defined  by  the  in- 
vestigators of  the  traces  of  pre-historic  times.  Caves  have 
been  discovered  during  the  present  century  on  the  sides  of 
the  Mendip  Hills,  at  Banwell,  Uphill,  Hutton,  Bleadon,  and 
Sandford,  which  have  yielded  up  the  bones  of  the  mammoth, 
the  rhinoceros,  the  hysena,  the  bear,  and  the  reindeer. 
The  important  collections  of  these  bones,  which  were  made  by 
the  Eev.  Mr.  "Williams,  of  Bleadon,  and  by  Mr.  Beard,  of 
Banwell,  have  fortunately  been  secured  by  the  Society,  and 
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are  now  deposited  in  the  most  suitable  place  for  them,  the 
Museum  at  Taunton.  When  compared  with  those  of  the  same 
species  which  are  to  be  seen  at  the  present  day,  these  bones 
appear  to  have  belonged  to  animals  of  gigantic  dimensions ; 
and  there  is  good  reason  for  the  belief  that  these  huge 
creatures  lived  and  died  upon  the  neighbouring  hills,  during 
that  much  colder  period,  which  at  one  time  prevailed  in  these 
islands,  and  of  which  we  have  such  abundant  evidence  in  the 
striated  rocks  of  our  more  mountainous  districts. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  accounts  which  have  come  down 
to  us  of  the  discovery  of  these  animal  remains,  that  any  remains 
of  man  were  found  in  juxta-position  with  them  ;  but  it  seems 
to  be  clearly  established,  from  the  recent  discoveries,  in  English 
and  foreign  bone  caverns,  of  flint  implements  and  other  traces 
of  man  indiscriminately  mixed  with  bones  of  the  mammoth, 
bear,  hysena,  rhinoceros,  Irish  elk,  &c,  that,  in  the  words  of 
Sir  John  Lubbock,  "man  was  coeval  in  Europe  with  the  great 
group  of  quaternary  mammalia." 

The  examination  of  the  Hysena  Den,  at  Wookey  Hole, 
near  Wells,  by  Mr.  Boyd  Dawkins  (described  in  his  interest- 
ing paper  in  the  Journal  for  1861),  and  which  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  several  rude  flint  implements,  interspersed  with 
bones  of  the  extinct  fauna  of  Somersetshire,  led  him  also  to 
the  conclusion  that  man  was  here  a  contemporary  with  the 
mammoth  and  rhinoceros. 

We  cannot,  I  think,  err  much  if  we  suppose  the  condition  of 
the  human  beings  of  this  very  early  period  to  have  differed  but 
little  from  that  of  the  Esquimaux  tribes  in  the  present  day. 

This  age,  however,  whatever  may  have  been  its  duration,  in 
course  of  time  passed  away ;  the  mammoth  and  hysena  dis- 
appeared from  this  part  of  Europe  ;  and  the  traces  of  man  are 
next  found  in  connection  with  the  bones  of  the  wolf,  fox, 
badger,  wild  boar,  goat,  roebuck,  bos  longifrons,  and  horse. 
A  cave  at  the  head  of  the  Cheddar  pass,  explored  by  Mr. 
Boyd  Dawkins  in  1859,  produced  the  bones  of  all  these 
animals,  together  with  a  human  skull.    In  one  of  the  upper 


20 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


caves  in  Burrington  Combo  Mr.  Boyd  Dawk  ins  found,  with 
bones  of  the  above  named  animals,  the  fragments  of  a  rude 
urn  and  much  charcoal,  proving  that  the  cave  was  inhabited 
by  man  for  some  considerable  time.  The  lowest  cave  in  this 
Combe  was  discovered  at  the  end  of  the  last  century ;  and 
within  it  were  found  nearly  fifty  skeletons,  arranged  in  order, 
and  near  them,  a  considerable  quantity  of  flint  knives  and 
bones  of  sheep  and  deer.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
skulls  and  flints  from  this  cavern  have  been  dispersed,  and  are 
no  longer  available  for  examination. 

In  1863  Mr.  James  Parker  found  human  bones,  along 
with  rude  pottery  and  charcoal,  and  the  bones  of  the  wolf, 
fox,  badger,  bos  longifrons,  pig,  red  deer,  dog,  and  water 
rat,  in  a  cave  in  the  lime  house  cliffs  at  Uphill. 

There  are,  doubtless,  other  caves  in  the  Mendip  range  which 
will,  ere  long,  be  brought  to  light  ,*  and  we  may  hope,  that 
a  careful  examination  of  their  contents  will  furnish  us  with 
additional  materials  for  estimating  the  condition  of  man,  in 
the  two  periods  which  we  have  just  been  considering. 

We  now  come  to  traces  of  pre-historic  man  in  these  parts 
of  a  different  character,  possibly  coeval  with,  but  probably 
posterior  to,  the  second  cave-dwelling  period.  On  the  northern 
side  of  the  Mendip  range,  near  Butcombe,  but  in  the  village 
of  Nempnett,  there  was,  a  few  years  ago,  a  remarkable  speci- 
men of  the  long  barrow,  very  similar  to  those,  which  are 
somewhat  numerously  found  in  the  region  of  the  Dobuni,  who 
in  the  adjoining  county  of  Gloucester,  seem  to  have  held 
with  much  pertinacity,  their  position  as  an  aboriginal  race. 
It  was  150  feet  from  north  to  south,  75  from  east  to  west,  and 
40  feet  high  at  its  highest  elevation.  It  was  opened  by  a 
farmer  in  1788,  who  was  in  search  of  stones,  and  was  found 
to  contain  a  series  of  stone  chambers  of  a  somewhat  similar 
character  to  those  in  the  other  Somersetshire  long  barrow  at 
Wellow.  Like  that,  it  appears  to  have  been  constructed  with 
unhewn  stone,  and  to  have  contained  many  human  skulls  and 
bones,  but  no  trace  of  metal,  and  nothing  of  an  ornamental 
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character.  The  animal  bones  found  in  it,  were  those  of  the 
bos  longifrons,  the  red  deer,  and  the  horse.  Here  again,  we 
have  cause  for  regret,  that  none  of  these  skulls  were  preserved, 
as  the  examination  of  those  from  the  long  barrows  in  the  ad- 
joining counties  of  Wilts  and  Gloucester,  and  in  Yorkshire, 
has  shown  that  they  possess  a  marked  character,  and  one 
which  Dr.  Thurnam  and  Canon  Greenwell  consider  to  be 
typical  of  a  distinct  race.  "  The  long  barrows,"  says  the 
latter,  "  have  hitherto  universally  produced  the  dolicocephalic 
(or  long)  skull,  which  taken  in  connection  with  the  shape 
and  method  of  the  mound,  the  absence  of  metal  and  perhaps 
of  pottery,  and  the  manner  of  the  burial,  affords  strong 
grounds  for  believing,  that,  in  them,  we  have  the  place  of 
sepulture  of  a  different  and  an  earlier  race  than  the  bronze- 
using  people,  to  whom  the  round  barrows  belong."  (Arch- 
aeological Journal,  Vol.  xxn,  p.  108.)  This  remarkable  dif- 
ference between  the  length  of  the  skulls  found  in  the  long 
barrows,  and  that  of  those  found  in  the  round  barrows,  has 
led  Dr.  Thurnam  to  the  conclusion  that  the  long-headed  race, 
were  either  derived  from  the  ancient  Iberians,  who  had  this 
peculiar  form  of  head,  or  from  a  common  source  witn  that 
people.  "These  long-heads,"  says  he,  "  are  the  earliest 
people,  whose  sepulchral  monuments  can  be  shown  to  remain 
to  us.  The  exploration  of  their  tombs — the  long  barrows — 
shows  that  they  buried  their  dead  entire,  and  almost  without 
cremation;  that  they  possessed  herds  of  small  short-horned 
oxen — the  bos  longifrons  or  bos  brachyceros  ;  that  they  sub- 
sisted largely  by  the  chase  of  the  red  deer  and  wild  boar ;  that 
some  of  their  customs  were  barbarous  in  the  extreme  ;  and,  in 
particular,  that,  if  not  addicted  to  anthropophagism  they  at  least 
sacrificed  many  human  victims,  whose  cleft  skulls,  and  half- 
charred  bones,  are  found  in  their  tombs."  (Paper  on  the 
Ancient  Barrows  of  Wiltshire  and  the  adjoining  Counties, 
read  at  the  opening  of  the  Blackmore  Museum,  Sept.,  1867). 
The  number  of  instances,  in  which,  during  his  examination  of 
long  barrows,  Dr.  Thurnam  found,  with  one  skull  unmutilated, 
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many  others  which  showod  marks  of  cleavage  by  somo  blunt 
Weapon,  and  with  evidence  from  examination  of  the  fractures, 
that  the  violence  had  been  inflicted  before  burial,  and  probably 
during  life,  forced  him  to  the  conclusion,  that  human  sacrifices 
had  formed  a  portion  of  the  ceremony  of  interment  when  a 
chieftain  was  buried.  In  his  history  of  the  Gallic  war  (vi.  19), 
CaDsar  mentions,  as  does  Pomponius  Mela,  also  (iii.  2),  that 
the  Gauls  were  in  the  habit  of  sacrificing  human  victims  at 
their  lunerals. 

The  charge  which  has  recently  been  brought  against  our 
British  ancestors  of  indulging  in  the  savage  practice  of  can- 
nibalism, will,  I  fear,  as  times  go  on,  be  less  and  less  capable 
of  disproof.  The  chief  accuser  at  present  (and  he  is  not  without 
support  from  Dr.  Thurnam  and  Mr.  Stevens  of  Salisbury) 
is  Canon  Greenwell,  who,  in  his  examination  of  Yorkshire 
barrows,  has  found  such  remarkable  indications  in  the  broken 
skulls  and  disjointed  bones,  as  to  lead  him  to  the  conclusion, 
that  "  in  these  we  have  the  results  of  feasts  at  the  interment, 
where  slaves,  captives,  and  others  were  slain  and  eaten." 
He  supports  his  conclusion  by  reference  to  Diodorus  Siculus, 
who  expressly  states  that,  even  in  his  day,  "  it  was  reported 
that  some  of  the  more  savage  of  the  Gauls  living  in  the 
north,  near  Scythia,  ate  human  flesh,  as  also  the  Britons  who 
inhabit  Ireland,  (Diod.  Sic.  v.  c.  32) ;  and  to  Strabo,  who 
(iv.  c.  5,  s.  4)  in  the  first  century  of  our  era,  repeats  the  state- 
ments (as  to  the  authority  for  which  he  did  not  vouch),  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  who  were  more  savage  and  barbarous 
than  those  of  Britain,  fed  on  human  flesh,  and  deemed  it 
commendable  to  devour  their  deceased  fathers."  From  the 
discovery  in  some  of  these  long  barrows  of  polished  flint 
implements,  Dr.  Thurnam  is  of  opinion  that  they  belong  to 
the  later  stone  period. 

Before  we  return  to  the  tops  of  the  hills  to  notice  the  traces 
of  their  occupation  by  the  bronze-using  Belgse  who  over-ran 
and  occupied  this  part  of  Britain,  about  400  years  before  the 
Christian  era,  I  should  be  glad  to  say  a  few  words  respecting 
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-the  Megalithic  Remains  at  Stanton  Drew,  and  the  Camp  on 
Worle  Hill,  both  of  which,  may,  I  think,  be  not  unreasonably 
assigned  to  the  pre-Belgic  period.  For  more  than  a  thousand 
years  B.C.  an  active  trade  in  metals  seems  to  have  been  carried 
on  with  Britain,  first  by  the  Phoenicians  of  Tyre,  and  after- 
wards by  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  other  Phoenician  colonists 
who  were  settled  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and 
on  the  western  coasts  of  Spain  and  Gaul.  Copper  they  had  in 
abundance  in  the  islands  of  Elba*  and  Cyprus,  but  for  tin  they 
were  compelled  to  go  beyond  the  pillars  of  Hercules.  As 
Pliny  says  expressly  that  India  possessed  neither  bronze,  tin, 
nor  lead,  but  exchanged  her  precious  stones  and  pearls,  f  for 
these  metals,  we  may  assume  that  the  tin  of  Banca  was  not 
then  known,  and  that  as  Spain  did  not  produce  much,  the  chief 
supply  of  this  metal  came  from  our  Cornish  coast.  Tarshish 
(supposed  to  be  Tartessus  in  the  south  of  Spain)  is  spoken  of 
nearly  600  years  B.C.  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  (c.  xxvii,  v.  12) 
as  being  the  channel  through  which  Tyre  was  supplied  with 
silver,  iron,  tin,  and  lead.  Considering  that  the  Phoenician 
sailors  were  the  boldest  and  most  experienced  of  the  mariners 
of  old,  and  that  they  did  not  shrink  from  encountering  the 
perils  of  the  Land's  End,  is  there  any  improbability  in  the 
supposition  that  as  they  went  to  Cornwall  for  their  tin,  so  they 
would  visit  our  Bristol  Channel  for  their  supply  of  lead  ?  j  and 

*  See  Jervis'  Mineral  Resources  of  Central  Italy  pp.  60,  62.  At  page 
63,  lie  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  old  workings  for  copper  by 
the  Etruscans  at  Temperino,  in  the  Tuscan  Maremma.  In  some  parts 
of  this  mine  Mr.  Jervis  found  a  large  quantity  of  "  black  jack,"  in  others 
very  perfect  crystal  of  dark  blende. 

+  India  neque  ces  neque  plumbum  habet,  gemmisque  suis  ac  margaritis 
hoc  permutat  (xxxiv.  49).  The  word  '  plumbum '  seems  to  be  used 
here  generically,  and  to  apply  both  to  '  plumbum  album, '  (tin),  and  to 
'plumbum  nigrum,'  (lead). 

X  Etruscan  leaden  antiquities  are  still  in  existence.  Antonio  Eilippo 
Giachi,  a  chronicler  of  the  last  century,  mentions  among  the  antiquities 
of  the  museum  of  Volterra  certain  sheets  of  lead  with  Etruscan  inscrip- 
tions, of  which  Gori  (Istoria  litteraria  dell'  Italia,  1784)  has  given  an 
account.  He  ranked  them,  after  the  Eugubian  tables,  among  the  most 
remarkable  antiquities  of  the  kind. — (Jervis'  Mineral  Resources  of  Central 
Italy  p.  70.) 
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if  tills  bo  conceded  as  probable,  would  it  not  bo  a  very  natural 
proceeding  that  with  a  view  to  the  better  working  of  the  mines 
of  this  district,  and  to  the  greater  security  of  their  collected 
ore,  they  should  establish  a  settlement  on  the  neighbouring 
shore,  and  that  Worle  Hill  should  be  selected  as  a  fitting  site 
for  such  a  settlement  ?  There  is  something  so  peculiar  in  the 
construction  of  the  defences  of  that  Camp,  and  so  unlike  what 
we  usually  see  in  camps  of  the  pre-Roman  period  in  this  part 
of  England,  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  believe  it  to  have  been 
the  work  of  foreign  hands. 

With  respect  to  the  stone  circles  and  avenues  at  Stanton 
Drew,  I  would  merely  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether 
we  may  not  reasonably  assign  their  origin  to  Phoenician  in- 
fluence reaching  these  shores  through  that  energetic  maritime 
people,  the  Veneti,  who  inhabited  a  portion  of  the  coasts  of 
Armorican  Gaul;  who  were  still  carrying  on  a  brisk  trade  with 
Britain  in  the  time  of  Csesar ;  and  in  whose  district  were  the 
remarkable  stone  structures  of  Karnac  and  its  neighbourhood. 

The  traces  of  the  Belgic  occupation  of  this  district  are  to  be 
seen  in  the  camps,  barrows,  circles,  hut  circles,  trackways,  and 
cattle  enclosures  which  abound  on  the  Mendip  and  neighbouring 
hills.  Their  extreme  western  boundary,  the  Wansdyke,  may 
be  very  distinctly  seen  in  many  places  between  the  Bathampton 
Camp  above  Bath,  and  Maesknoll  above  Keynsham;  but  from 
this  point,  in  its  supposed  course  either  to  Portishead,  or  to 
the  Clifton  Down  Camps,  Mr.  Scarth  and  I  have  sought  for  it 
in  vain. 

It  is  probable  that,  although  the  use  of  bronze,  both  in  the 
east  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe  had  prevailed  for  a  con- 
siderable previous  period,  the  Belgic  race  was  the  first  which 
introduced  the  bronze  ago  into  Britain.  Even  in  the  time  of 
Csesar,  bronze  was  an  imported  article  ("(Ere  utuntur  impor- 
tato,"  B.  Gr.,  v.  12) ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Phoenicians, 
if  they  found  it  to  their  advantage  to  have  settlements  on 
these  coasts,  would  allow  the  native  population  to  possess 
any  weapons  of  a  more  formidable  character  than  their  sling 
stones  and  arrow  heads  of  flint. 
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Of  this  Belgic  race,  which  drove  westward,  and  reduced  to 
slavery  the  previous  and  long-headed  occupants  of  this  district, 
Dr.  Thurnam,  the  great  authority  on  the  craniology  of  our 
early  British  races,  says,  "The  brachycephalous  people  or 
round-heads,  who  buried  in  the  round  barrows  were  more 
civilised  than  the  dolicocephali  or  long-headed  race ;  and 
may  be  inferred  to  have  brought  with  them  the  more  com- 
mon use,  if  not  knowledge,  of  bronze.  The  exploration  of 
their  tombs,  shows  that  burning  the  dead  was  with  them 
the  prevailing  and  fashionable,  though  not  the  exclusive, 
mode  of  burial;  and  the  appearances  are  consistent,  with 
what  we  are  told  of  the  funerals  of  the  Gauls  (their  sup- 
posed congeners)  by  Caesar  and  Pomponius  Mela.  From  the 
same  source,  or  the  appearances  in  their  tombs,  we  should 
infer,  that  they  had  advanced  from  the  nomadic,  hunting,  and 
pastoral  condition,  to  a  more  settled  agricultural  stage  of 
culture ;  and  that  if  they  had  not  altogether  abandoned  the 
more  barbarous  customs  of  their  ancestors,  and  in  particular 
that  of  human  sacrifice,  (which  all  history  tells  us,  was  at  one 
time,  everywhere  prevalent)  they  had  at  least  restricted  them 
within  narrow  limits."  "  These  British  brachy-cephali  of  the 
bronze  period,"  Dr.  Thurnam  adds,  "are  to  be  regarded  as 
an  off-shoot  through  the  Belgic  Gauls,  from  the  great  brachy- 
cephalous stock  of  central  and  north  eastern  Europe  and  Asia, 
in  all  the  countries  of  which— France,  Switzerland,  South 
Germany,  Bohemia,  Poland,  Eussia,  and  Finland— the  broad 
and  short  cranial  type  is  still  the  prevailing  one."  (Paper  on  the 
ancient  British  Barrows  of  Wiltshire  and  the  adjoining  counties, 
read  at  the  opening  of  the  Blackmore  Museum,  Sept.  1867.) 

This  race  of  Belgaa  carried  on,  doubtless,  in  this  district  a 
considerable  traffic  in  the  Mendip  lead  ore,  and  their  trackway 
to  the  channel  probably  passed  over  Banwell  Hill,  on  which 
are  the  remains  of  a  British  Camp  ;  and  over  Bleadon  Hill, 
on  which  are  the  remains  of  a  British  Settlement.  Dolebury 
Camp  would  serve  as  an  emporium  for  their  metal,  before  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  coast.  High  enough  to  command  a  view  of 
VOL.  xv.,  1868-9,  part  i.  d 
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the  ontire  bay  from  Uphill  to  Worlehill,  largo  enough  to  con- 
tain many  hundred  defenders,  and  strong  enough  with  its 
double  ditch  and  rampart  to  defy  attack,  this  hill  fortress  was 
admirably  adapted  for  a  store  house  of  the  mineral  products 
of  the  neighbourhood,  until  an  opportunity  offered  of  shipping 
them  off  to  foreign  parts.  Into  its  eastern  entrance  would  be 
brought  the  lead  produce  of  Charterhouse  and  Shipham,  and 
from'  its  western  it  would  be  carried  across  the  valley  to  the 
opposite  hill,  and  from  thence  along  the  high  land  to  the 
harbour  under  Brean  Down.* 

The  Barrows  upon  the  Mendip  range,  and  which  may  be 
seen  in  clusters  near  Maesbury  Castle ;  at  Priddy,  near 
the  Castle  of  Comfort  Inn;  and  on  Blackdown,  are  not 
nearly  so  numerous  or  of  such  varied  form,  as  those  which 
are  to  be  found  on  the  Wiltshire  downs  around  Abury  and 
Stonehenge.  They  are  the  burial  places  of  the  more  dis- 
tinguished occupants  of  these  hill  tops  during  this  Belgic 
period.  The  greater  number  of  them  were  opened  about  50 
years  ago  by  the  Eev.  John  Skinner,  Eector  of  Camerton, 
near  Bath.  His  manuscript  account  of  their  examination 
is  in  the  library  of  the  Bath  Literary  Institution;  but  it 
has  been  printed  in  extenso  by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Scarth  in  the 
16th  volume  of  proceedings  of  the  Archaeological  Institute. 
The  interments  were  all  indicative  of  the  Belgic  or  bronze 
period,  cremation  having  been  practiced  in  every  case  ;  and  the 
few  articles  discovered  with  the  burnt  ashes  consisting  of  bronze 
spear  heads,  some  amber  beads,  and  some  coarse  clay  cups. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  considerable  Belgic  mining 
settlement  at  Charterhouse,  which  from  the  articles  discovered 
in  it,  must  have  been  subsequently  occupied  by  the  British, 
who  here  worked  the"  mines  for  their  Eoman  masters.  I 
will  take  this  opportunity  of  commending  to  the  attention  of 

*  It  was  probably  the  tradition  of  this  camp  having  been  at  some  former 
time  a  place  of  deposit  for  mineral  treasure,  which  occasioned  the  dog- 
grel  lines  recorded  by  Leland, 

' '  If  Dolbyri  digged  were, 
Of  gold  should  be  the  share." 


president's  address. 


27 


Somersetshire  Archaeologists  a  remarkable  and  extensive  col- 
lection of  hut  circles,  which  seems  to  have  been  hitherto 
unnoticed  by  them.  It  is  on  the  slope  of  the  northern  barrier 
of  Cleve  Combe.  Some  of  these  circles  are  in  the  wood  on  the 
crest  of  the  Combe,  but  the  greater  number  are  in  the  open 
space  adjoining.  One  cannot  traverse  this  ground  without 
wishing  to  examine  some  of  these  circles  with  pick  and  shovel . 

I  will  now  briefly  notice  the  traces  left  of  the  Roman  occupa- 
tion of  this  portion  of  Somerset.  The  desire  of  possessing  and 
retaining  the  mineral  districts  of  Britain  was,  doubtless,  the 
chief  incentive  to  the  Roman  invasion,  and  to  their  prolonged 
occupation  of  this  island.  Although  they  worked  and  smelted 
the  lead  ore,  which  is  to  be  found  in  many  parts  of  England, 
that  which  they  possessed  on  the  Mendip  Hills  would,  from 
its  proximity  to  the  adjacent  channel,  be  of  especial  value  to 
them  for  exportation.  The  visitor  to  Rome  observes,  among 
the  results  of  the  Ostian  excavations  now  in  the  Lateran 
Museum,  large  pieces  of  leaden  pipe  which  had  been  used  in 
early  imperial  times  for  the  conveyance  of  water.  Lead  was 
also  used  by  the  Romans  for  securing  the  iron  bondings  with 
which  the  large  blocks  of  travertine  in  the  Coliseum  and  other 
buildings  were  fastened  together.  Pliny  (Hist.  Nat.  xxxiv, 
c.  17)  informs  us,  that  whereas  lead  was  extracted  from  the 
ground  with  considerable  labour  in  Spain,  and  throughout 
Gaul,  it  occurs  in  abundance  near  the  surface  in  Britain ;  and 
we  may  with  reason  assume  that  much  of  the  lead  imported 
into  Italy  came  from  this  part  of  Britain.  Two  Roman  pigs 
of  lead  have  been  at  different  times  found  on  the  Mendip  Hills  ; 
one,  stamped  with  the  name  of  Claudius,  was  found  near 
"Wookey  Hole  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII,  the  other  impressed 
with  the  name  of  Britannicus,  son  of  Claudius  and  Messalina, 
was  found  near  Blagdon  in  1853.  Whether  the  Romans  were 
successful  in  extracting  the  silver  from  the  lead  ore  we  know 
not,  but  that  they  were  unable  to  eliminate  the  whole  of  the 
lead  is  sufficiently  apparent  to  us  of  the  present  day,  as  their 
refuse  lead  heaps  or  slag  are  now  being  worked  over  again 
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on  those  vory  hills.  When  the  Romans  had  become  absolute 
masters  of  this  district,  they  had  no  need  of  the  British  hill 
forts  for  the  protection  of  themselves  and  their  mineral  trea- 
sures ;  and  they  accordingly  carried  their  lead  away  direct, 
cither  to  their  station  at  the  mouth,  of  the  Axe,  or  to  a  port 
like  Clausentum,  which,  being  nearer  to  the  coast  of  Gaul, 
would  relieve  them  from  the  necessity  of  making  the  long  and 
perilous  voyage  round  the  Land's  End.  Their  road,  which 
followed  for  the  most  part  the  course  of  an  ancient  British 
trackway,  was  carefully  traced  out  by  Sir  Richard  Hoare,  and 
his  surveyor,  Mr  Crocker,  in  its  course  over  the  hills  between 
Old  Sarum  and  Uphill.  It  passed  by  Charterhouse,  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Roman  mining  district,  to  the  left  of  Dolebury 
Camp,  through  Shipham,  skirting  the  southern  sides  of  Sand- 
ford  and  Banwell  Hills,  and  the  north  side  of  Bleadon  Hill, 
till  it  reached  the  station  at  Uphill,  designated  by  Mr.  Leman 
"  ad  Axium." 

Although  the  iron  of  Elba  was  smelted  and  worked  by 
the  Etruscans  (Diod.  Sic.  v.  13.  Yarro)  some  hundreds  of 
years  before  the  Christian  era,  it  was  not  until  the  Roman 
conquests  had  extended  into  the  iron-producing  countries 
that  the  use  of  this  metal  began  extensively  to  prevail,  and 
the  use  of  bronze  to  decline.  According  to  Csesar,  iron  was 
known  to  the  British,  but  only  in  the  form  of  money.  The 
Roman  smelting  of  iron  was  very  extensive  in  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  and  in  Sussex ;  but  although  a  great  deal  of  iron  ore 
may  be  dug  on  the  Mendip  range,  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
traces  of  iron  workings  are  to  be  found  nearer  to  this  district 
than  on  the  Brendon  Hills,  near  Minehead. 

As  brass  seems  to  have  been  known  to  the  Romans*  (the 

*  Mr.  Crawfurd  in  a  paper  on  '  Caesar's  account  of  Britain  '  published 
in  the  Volume  of  Transactions  of  the  Ethnological  Society  of  London, 
for  1867,  says  that  brass  "was  unknown  to  the  Romans,  who  were  even 
ignorant  of  zinc,  one  of  its  ingredients."  On  the  other  hand,  the  analysis 
of  one  of  several  very  bright  coins  of  the  reigns  of  Domitian,  Trajan, 
and  Hadrian,  found  three  or  four  years  ago  at  Latton,  near  Cirencester, 
showed  a  result  of  nineteen  parts  of  zinc  to  eighty  of  copper.    Dr.  Ure, 
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analysis  of  coins  of  the  Empire,  showing  the  presence  of  zinc), 
it  is  probable  that  the  lapis  calaminaris  (a  carbonate  of  zinc 
which,  in  combination  with  copper,  forms  brass),  which 
abounds  on  the  hills  at  Shipham,  and  Eowberrow,  was  not 
unheeded  by  them.  The  gathering  of  this  mineral,  until 
blende  or  sulphuret  of  zinc  was  introduced  from  Flintshire 
about  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  furnished  the  inhabitants 
of  those  villages  with  constant  occupation.  I  have  heard 
from  a  neighbour,  within  the  last  few  days,  that  the  Swansea 
Copper  Workers  have  been  recently  negociating  for  renewed 
supplies  of  the  Mendip  calamine. 

Your  attention  will  be  called  to-morrow  to  a  very  interesting 
relic  of  these  Eoman  times.  At  Charterhouse  (so  called  from 
there  having  been  at  this  place  a  cell  of  the  Carthusian 
monastery  at  Witham)  there  is  still  remaining  a  Eoman 
Amphitheatre,  in  a  very  perfect  state,  and  with  the  three 
entrances  well  defined.  The  more  sensitive  and  imaginative 
portion  of  the  excursionists  need  not  suppose  that  any  of  our 
Belgic-British  ancestors  were  here 

"  Butchered  to  make  a  Roman('s)  holiday," 
for  as  slaves  and  mine-workers  for  their  foreign  masters  their 
lives  were  far  too  valuable  to  be  thus  disposed  of.  "We  may 
be  content  to  believe  that  here  were  slaughtered  no  creatures 
of  greater  value  than  the  wolves  and  the  boars,  which  haunted 
the  large  forests  which  then  clothed  the  sides  of  the  Mendip 
Hills.  Possibly  there  were  also  exhibited  here  some  of  those 
brutal  pugilistic  combats,  which,  in  all  their  disgusting  details 
are  to  be  seen  represented  upon  the  tessellated  pavements  now 
in  the  great  hall  of  the  Lateran  Palace;  for  Eomans  were 
always  Eomans  wherever  they  went.     That  they  spent  their 

in  his  Dictionary,  article  'Alloys,'  says,  "  It  is  not  a  little  curious  to 
find  that  some  of  the  coins  of  high  antiquity  contain  zinc,  which  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  known  as  a  metal  before  1280,  when  Albertus 
Magnus  speaks  of  zinc  as  a  semi-metal."  The  probability  is  that 
calamine  (zinc  ore)  was  known  from  the  earliest  times  as  a  peculiar  earth, 
although  it  was  not  thought  to  be  an  ore  of  ziuc  or  of  any  other  metah 
(See  Wilts  Arch.  Magazine,  Vol.  9. ) 
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lives  ploasantly  enough  in  our  island  is  plain  from  the  number 
of  villas  which  they  built  in  the  most  attractive  spots.  On 
their  tessellated  pavements,  as  we  may  see  in  the  Society's 
Museum  at  Taunton,  they  exhibited  their  fondness  for  the 
chase;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  in  this  County 
of  Somerset,  with  its  hot  baths,  and  pleasant  valleys,  with  its 
hills,  and  its  forests,  our  Roman  conquerors  had  less  reason  to 
regret  their  southern  skies  and  imperial  city  than  many  others 
of  that  nation  whose  lot  was  cast  in  less  favoured  portions  of 
their  almost  unbounded  dominion. 

To  make  our  Caves  our  Downs  and  our  Valleys  supply  us  with 
knowledge  where  history  fails  us,  and  confirm  or  explain  our 
knowledge  where  history  speaks,  but  with  feeble  accents,  is  a 
matter  at  once  of  surpassing  interest,  and  of  considerable 
importance.  The  value  of  earth- work  evidence,  even  in  relation 
to  historic  times,  was  fully  recognized  by  that  admirable 
|  arhseologist  Dr.  Guest,  when  he  carefully  examined  the  country 
;  between  Bath  and  Wells  for  traces  of  the  boundaries  that  sep- 
arated the  Welsh  and  English  races,  during  the  seventy-five 
years  which  followed  the  capture  of  Bath  A.D.  577,  (Arch. 
Journal  Vol.  xvi.)  Our  Mendip  Hills  have  not  in  this  respect 
received  the  full  measure  of  attention  that  they  deserve,  and 
if  any  Members  of  this  Society  having  time  at  their  disposal, 
would  carefully  examine  the  entire  range  from  Maesbury 
Castle  to  Brean  Down,  together  with  the  outlying  heights  on 
the  northern  side,  taking  note  of  such  traces  of  man's  former 
occupation  as  still  remain  unobliterated,  they  might  yet  add 
considerably  to  our  stock  of  data  for  the  solution  of  the 
questions  which  still  perplex  us. 

Mr.  E.  Chisholm  Batten  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  President  for  his  admirable  address,  which  would, 
he  said  render  the  district  they  proposed  to  see  much  more 
intelligible  than  it  could  otherwise  possibly  have  been. 

The  proposition  was  unanimously  assented  to,  and  the 
President  briefly  acknowledged  the  same. 
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The  Rev.  W.  Hunt  then  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Muni- 
ments of  Axbridge/'  which  is  printed  in  Part  II. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Freeman  made  some  remaks  on  the  origin  and 
constitution  of  our  Municipal  Institutions,  and  especially 
on  the  powers  and  privileges  of  Superior  Burgesses. 

Mr.  Knyfton  said,  that  shortly  after  his  appointment 
to  the  office  of  recorder,  some  thirty  years  ago,  he  had  ex- 
amined the  muniments  belonging  to  the  corporation,  and 
was  assisted  on  that  occasion  by  two  barristers,  both  men 
of  great  antiquarian  research  ;  and  also  by  the  late  Mr. 
Peter  Fry,  a  solicitor,  resident  there,  an  extremely  intelli- 
gent man,  and  who  took  a  very  lively  interest  in  the  past 
history  of  his  native  town,  and  who  himself  produced 
some  very  old  documents.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  was 
that  the  borough  was  a  market  town  long  anterior  to  the 
conquest,  and  that  subsequently,  through  several  reigns, 
it  returned  two  members  to  Parliament.  It  also  appeared 
quite  clear  that  a  considerable  trade  was  carried  on  there. 
In  some  of  the  documents  produced,  reference  was  made 
to  individuals  who  were  described  as  merchants.  Formerly 
the  river  Axe  was  navigable  for  coal  vessels,  and  other 
small  craft,  as  far  as  Axbridge,  and  so  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  when  its  navigation  was  stopped 
at  Bleadon,  under  the  provisions  of  the  "  Axe  Drainage 
Act,"  which  was  passed  in  1802.  Down  to  the  time  of 
Elizabeth  the  town  was  one  of  considerable  importance, 
and  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  as  large 
then  as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  T.  Serel  then  read  a  paper  on  the  "Manors  of 
Axbridge  and  Cheddar."  Mr.  Serel  stated  that  Cheddar 
originally  consisted  of  one  great  manor,  but  at  the  time  of 
the  Norman  survey  there  were  three  smaller  manors.  The 
manors  of  Axbridge  and  Cheddar  were  granted  by  King 
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John  to  Hughe  de  Welles,  by  charter.  The  manors 
did  not  long  continue  in  the  holding  of  Hugh  de 
Welles,  as  it  seems  certain  that  he  had  granted  the  pro- 
perty to  his  kinsman,  Thomas  de  Welles,  before  1209,  (in 
which  year  he  became  Bishop  of  Lincoln)  on  a  reserve 
rent.  Soon  after  Thomas  de  Welles  granted  the  town  of 
Axbridge  to  Maurice  de  Gaunt,  who  subsequently  trans- 
ferred it  to  Bishop  Joceline  to  whom  also  his  brother 
Hugh  of  Lincoln  made  a  release  of  the  half  mark  reserved 
on  the  grant  to  Maurice  de  Gaunt.  Both  manors  con- 
tinued in  the  possession  of  the  Church  of  Wells  for  a  very 
long  period,  probably  before  the  reformation.  The  manor 
of  Cheddar  was  undoubtedly  held  by  the  church  until  1548, 
when  Bishop  Barlow  surrendered  it  with  other  estates  to 
Edward  VI,  who  in  1552  gave  them  to  Sir  Edward 
Seymour,  and  he,  in  1556,  sold  the  manor  of  Cheddar, 
usually  known  as  Cheddar  Episcopi,  to  Sir  John  Thynne, 
ancestor  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath,  the  present  owner. 

Mr.  Serel  then  gave  particulars  of  the  smaller 
Cheddar  manors,  known  as  the  Cheddar  Berkley,  Cheddar 
Hannam,  and  Cheddar  Fitzwaters,  as  well  as  of  the  Rectory 
Manor,  leased  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells  Cathe- 
dral. The  extent  of  this  latter  property  is  about  250  acres, 
the  rectorial  rent  charge  is  about  £400  per  annum,  and 
the  reversion  is  now  vested  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners. Cheddar  Hannam  was  owned  by  the  great 
family  of  Cheddar.  In  late  years  the  manor,  stripped  of  a 
considerable  part  of  the  lands  fomerly  held  with  it,  came 
into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Walter  Long,  whose  descendant 
is  still  the  owner.  A  portion  of  the  estate  seems  to  have 
constituted  the  small  manor  of  Cheddar  Berkley,  and  this 
was  obtained  by  Mr.  Alexander  Popham,  who  sold  the 
property  to  different  persons. 
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The  manor  of  Cheddar  Fitzwalter  or  Fitzwaters  was 
granted  by  King  Stephen  to  Walter  Malerbe.  In  the 
15th  century  it  was  held  by  an  old  Cheddar  family 
named  Roo  or  Roe.  In  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century 
it  was  in  the  family  of  Lancaster.  The  estate  became 
heavily  encumbered  and  all  the  charges  were  centred  on 
Mr.  James  Birch,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  in  the  year  1 740, 
and  by  a  deed  dated  27th  August  1748,  the  owners  con- 
veyed the  entire  freehold  in  the  estate  to  him. 

gnitz  ait  an  &U\ 

Mr.  Charles  Pooley,  F.S.A.,  of  Weston-super-Mare, 
author  of  "  The  Old  Crosses  of  Gloucestershire,"  com- 
municated some  notes  on  the  head  of  an  old  cross,  found  in 
July  of  the  present  year. 

The  stone,  which  was  found  in  pulling  down  an  old 
cottage  at  East  Harptree,  and  formed  the  front  part  of 
the  basement  of  the  chimney  stack,  is  evidently  the  head 
of  an  old  churchyard  or  village  cross,  probably  the  former, 
and  is  remarkable,  in  Mr.  Pooley's  opinion,  as  being  the 
work  of  the  early  part  of  the  13th  century.  On  one  side 
the  Crucifixion  is  represented,  the  figures  being  carved  in 
bold  relief.  That  of  the  Saviour  is  remarkably  well  de- 
picted, and  is  very  characteristic  of  the  date  of  its 
execution.  The  head  is  thrown  a  little  to  the  right  side, 
and  is  crowned  with  a  twisted  wreath.  The  hair  is  parted 
and  flows  in  long  wavy  locks  to  the  neck.  The  eyes  are 
closed  in  death.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  is  nude  to 
the  navel.  Below  this  the  figure  is  draped  by  a  cloth 
round  the  loins,  which  falls  in  a  graceful  fold  to  the  knees. 
The  legs  are  crossed  in  a  painful  position,  in  order  that 
one  nail  only  may  be  made  to  fasten  both  feet.  On  the 
right  side  of  the  cross  stands  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus, 
vol,  xv.,  1868-9,  part  i.  e 
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dressed  in  a  long  robe,  which  reaches  in  twisted  folds  to 
the  ground.  St.  John  stands  on  the  left  side,  his  arms 
apparently  crossed,  and  habited  in  alb  and  cope.  In  the 
other  compartment  the  figures  of  the  Virgin  and  child  and 
a  young  person  kneeling  in  the  act  of  adoration,  are  dis- 
tinctly visible. 

The  stone  is  grey  lias,  and  the  angles  and  chiselling  are 
as  sharp  as  when  first  executed.  A  peculiarity  worthy  of 
notice  is  that  the  dresses  of  the  figures  have  been  coloured; 
remains  of  the  colouring  (red)  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the 
loin  cloth  of  the  Saviour  and  on  part  of  St.  John. 

The  members  then  visited  this  church,  the  architectural 
features  of  which  were  described  by  Mr.  Freeman.  It  is 
a  cross  church  with  a  central  tower.  The  nave  has  no 
clerestory.  The  transepts  are  very  small,  the  projections 
being  swallowed  up  by  the  aisles  and  chapels  which  exist 
at  the  east  ends.  The  chancel  is  a  very  inferior  com- 
position to  the  rest  of  the  church,  which  is  a 
common  feature  throughout  the  churches  in  Somerset. 
The  niches  have  the  statues  left  in  them.  The  parapets 
are  characteristic  of  the  north  part  of  the  county.  South  of 
the  Mendips,  heavy  battlements  sometimes  panelled,  take 
the  place  of  the  pierced  parapets.  The  church  in  the  interior 
appears  a  well-arranged  and  harmonious  whole,  mainly 
because  the  tower  is  part  of  the  design  itself,  and  is  not  a 
tower  preserved  from  an  older  building.  Although  the  nave 
has  no  clerestory  and  has  not  the  majesty  of  Wrington,  the 
pillars  and  arches  are  very  well  worked.  The  coved  roof 
is  a  very  creditable  work  of  the  17th  century.  If  the 
church  were  restored  it  is  hoped  the  roof  will  be  preserved. 
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The  altar  cloth  attracted  much  attention.  It  is  a  piece  of 
needlework  by  Mrs.  Abigail  Prowse,  to  whose  family  there 
are  several  monuments  in  the  church.    Its  date  is  1720. 

A  large  party  then  visited  the  Churches  of  Cheddar, 
and  Rodney  Stoke,  when  the  Rev.  Prebendary 
Fagan  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  family  of 
Rodney,  whose  monuments  are  in  the  church. 

The  members  returned  to  Axbridge  to  dinner.  After 
the  usual  toasts,  the  health  of  the  Mayor,  the  Alder- 
man and  the  Corporation  of  Axbridge  was  proposed  by 
the  President,  and  formal  thanks  presented  to  them  for 
the  courtesy  extended  by  them  to  the  members  of  the 
Society,  to  which  Mr.  G.  Millard,  Mayor,  and  Mr. 
Trew,  the  Alderman  of  Axbridge,  responded. 
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The  Rev.  Prebendary  Scarth  read  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Atkinson,  on  the  British  Stations  at  Clifton,  Bower  Walls, 
and  Stokeleigh,  to  which  Mr.  Scarth  added  observations 
on  the  Structure  of  Ancient  Ramparts. 

Mr.  Moore  read  a  paper  on  the  Geology  of  the  Mendips. 

The  Rev.  J.  Earle  made  some  interesting  remarks  on 
the  Muniments  of  Axbridge. 

A  paper  on  the  "  Rodentia  of  the  Somerset  Caves  "  by 
Mr.  W.  A.  Sanford,  closed  the  proceedings. 

Abstracts  of  the  forgoing  papers  will  be  given  in  Part  II. 
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A  large  party  left  Axbridge  on  the  excursion  at  an  early 
hour,  and  following  the  line  of  the  old  coach  road  to 
Bristol,  reached 

the  greatest  part  of  which  has  been  recently  restored. 
The  tower,  which  was  a  part  of  the  original  building,  was 
pronounced  to  be  of  the  time  of  Richard  II.  A  carved 
stone  inserted  over  the  door  way,  was  supposed  by  Mr. 
Parker  to  be  of  the  11th  century,  others  thought  it 
belonged  to  the  9th  or  10th  century. 

From  here  the  excursionists  proceeded  to 
lathing  §M\X$, 

which  is  separated  from  Rowberrow  by  a  deep  ravine  with 
steep  and  almost  precipitous  sides.  The  President  pointed 
out  the  tracks  leading  to  Charter-house,  and  the  princi- 
pal mining  districts  of  Mendip,  to  which  he  had  referred 
in  his  address.  The  earth-works  all  round  the  Camp? 
which  are  for  the  most  part  in  excellent  preservation,  were 
carefully  examined,  and  a  general  wish  expressed  that  an 
accurate  plan  should  be  prepared  by  a  competent 
surveyor,  for  publication  in  the  proceedings. 
Hence  the  party  proceeded  to 

This  church  was  rebuilt  in  the  15th  century,  the  tower 
of  earlier  work  having  been  retained.  The  south  aisle  is 
of  the  same  date  as  the  tower,  and  the  east  window  of  a 
very  much  earlier  type  than  the  rest  of  the  building. 

On  their  way  through  Burrington  Combe,  the  party 
halted  at  the  mouth  of  a  cavern  known  as  Aveline  Hole, 
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when  Mr.  Boyd  Dawkins  gave  a  most  clear  and  interest- 
ing account  of  the  results  of  his  excavations  in  this  cavern 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  W.  Ayshford  Sanford.  The 
members  will  find  an  account  of  the  caverns  of  Burrington 
Combe  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Sanford,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Dawkins, 
in  vol.  xii.  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Society,  p.  161. 

On  reaching  the  summit  of  the  Mendip  range  a  section 
of  the  excursionists,  under  the  guidance  of  the  President, 
diverged  in  order  to  inspect  the  remains  of  Hut-circles, 
and  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  small  Amphitheatre,  situated 
on  the  slope  looking  down  upon  Charter-house.  Ulti- 
mately the  whole  company  assembled  in  the  School-room,  at 
Charter-house,  where  they  sat  down  to  a  bounteous  repast 
provided  by  the  President.  The  health  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  Neville  Grenville  and  the  cordial 
thanks  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  presented  to  them 
for  their  courtesy  and  hospitality. 

The  Charter-house  Mining  Company's  works  were 
then  visited,  and  the  various  operations  explained  by  Mr. 
Rogers,  the  Captain  of  the  Mine,  whose  kindness  and 
intelligence  added  much  interest  and  profit  to  the  visit. 

At  the  mouth  of  a  deserted  shaft  sunk  for  lead,  Mr.  C. 
Moo  re  explained  his  views  on  the  probable  post-liassic  age 
of  the  lead-mines  of  the  Mendip,  on  which  a  discussion 
arose  in  which  Mr.  Boyd  Dawkins,  Mr.  W.  Arthur  Jones 
and  others  took  part. 

Here  the  company  dispersed,  a  large  portion  descending 
through  the  Cheddar  Gorge,  on  their  way  to  Axbridge 
and  other  places. 
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The  first  place  visited  this  day  was 

W&xrtMftmbt  flfhurrh. 

which  has  been  extensively  restored.  The  tower  is  of  the 
same  type  as  those  of  Cheddar  and  Axbridge,  but  was 
considered  better.  Mr.  Pauker  directed  attention  to  the 
genuine  English  glass  of  the  16th  century  in  some  of  the 
windows,  which  was  so  admirably  suited  to  the  English 
climate,  and  far  superior  to  the  Foreign  glass  so  much  In 
use  in  the  present  day. 

Thence  the  excursionists  proceeded  to 

Sastoit  (Khirqlt, 

which  presents  many  architectural  features  of  great  interest, 
Norman  and  Early  English.  A  small  window  in  the  porch, 
originally  commanding  a  view  of  the  altar,  would  seem  to 
have  been  designed  to  enable  the  attendant  to  ring  the 
sanctus  bell  on  the  elevation  of  the  Host.  The  stone  pulpit 
rests  on  a  large  corbel  taking  the  form  of  a  man.  On  each 
side  of  the  piscina  there  are  stone  brackets,  and  in  the  two- 
light  Pointed  windows  there  are  portions  of  stained  glass 
of  the  14th  century.  The  stone  font  is  of  the  same  date, 
but  the  cover  is  Jacobean.  Drawings  and  illustrations 
of  this  curious  little  church  will  be  found  in  the  present 
volume. 

The  next  church  visited  is  equally  interesting,  of  wThich 
also  illustrations  are  given. 

(prists  ^Ititiirh. 

The  south  door  way  of  the  Norman  period  is  richly 
decorated,  as  also  are  the  arches  supporting  the  tower,  the 
western  arch  having  twisted  shafts. 
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The  excursionists  then  proceeded  to  the  Banwell  Caverns, 
which,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  proprietor,  Major  Law, 
had  been  thrown  open  to  the  members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  W.  Boyd  Dawkins  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
the  various  animal  remains  which  had  been  found  in  this 
cave  :  pointed  out  the  more  interesting  features  in  the 
general  conformation  of  the  cavern,  and  the  various  fissures 
which  probably  opened  into  it ;  and  explained  how  the 
immense  mass  of  animal  remains  became  accumulated  in 
this  and  other  caves  of  the  same  character. 

On  reaching  Banwell,  the  members  assembled  in  the 
Hall,  where  Sir  Peter  Stafford  Carey  read  a  paper  on 
u  The  use  of  the  Year  Book/'  in  matters  of  Family  History, 
as  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  family  of  Piukenet 
of  Haselbury,  in  the  County  of  Somerset. 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  having  been  presented  to 
Sir  P.  S.  Carey  for  his  paper,  the  members  proceeded, 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Freeman,  to  examine  the 
beautiful  and  stately 

(pitrdt  of  Jhiutnjtt. 

The  grandeur  of  the  nave  and  aisles  excited  great  admira- 
tion, as  also  did  the  wood  screen  and  stone  pulpit. 

The  members  and  their  friends  subsequently  partook  of 
an  excellent  repast,  provided  for  them  by  the  liberality  of 
several  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  which  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Turner,  Vicar  of  Banwell,  presided. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  the  President,  Mr.  W. 
Long,  Mr.  Freeman,  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  Rev.  J.  Earle,  Mr. 
Boyd  Dawkins,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Wm.  Arthur  Jones, 
and  others. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  Local  Committee, 
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and  to  the  Local  Secretary,  the  Rev.  W.  Hunt,  for  their 
valuable  services  ;  to  the  gentlemen,  who  had  entertained 
the  Society,  for  their  hospitality  ;  to  Mr.  Parker,  Mr. 
Freeman,  Mr.  Boyd  Davvkins,  Mr.  Moore,  and  others  for 
their  valuable  observations  on  the  places  visited. 

The  cordial  thanks  of  the  meeting;  having  been  carried 
by  acclamation  to  the  President,  the  Annual  Meeting  was 
declared  to  be  concluded. 


February  22nd. 

On  the  Study  of  Civilization,  by  E.  B.  Tyler,  Esq. 

Historical  Sketches  of  Taunton  :  on  The  Western 
Circuit  and  the  Assize  held  at  Taunton  A.D.  1597, 
— A.D.  1600,  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Jones. 

On  the  Scilly  Isles,  by  H.  J.  Alford,  Esq. 

March  29th. 

On  the  Danes  in  Somersetshire,  by  the  Rev.  W.  A. 
Jones. 

On  the  Rainbow,  by  H.  Tootell,  Esq. 
On  the  Somersetshire  Dialect,  by  the  Rev.  W.  P. 
Williams. 


1869. 


Loxton  Church  .  ™  ^ouTHltooRwXyAND  HAtfic^copjf. 


'  ( WELL'S  ANASTATIC  VK 

(HRfSTON  CHURCH  £0M)fip  IHlMMlGZ 


Among  the  objects  of  interest  exhibited  were  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

The  Charters  and  Muniments  of  the  Corporation  of 
Axbridge.  Roman  Coins  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  by 
Miss  Hallam  :  Encaustic  Tiles  found  at  Athelney,  by- 
Mr.  R.  K.  Meade  King  :  Piece  of  Roman  Glass  found 
at  Bath,  by  the  Rev.  Prebendary  Scarth  :  Fossils,  &c, 
of  the  district.  A  very  interesting  Pedigree  of  the  family 
of  Jones,  of  Mendip  Lodge,  with  armorial  bearings, 
exhibited  by  Miss  Somers  of  Mendip  Lodge :  A  bronze 
Spear-head,  by  Mr.  Trew,  &c. 


Additions  since  the  publication  of  last  Volume  :— *• 

Journal  of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society. 
Journal  of  the  British  Archceoloyical  Association. 
Journal  of  the  Historic  and  Archceoloyical  Association  of 
Ireland. 

VOL.  xv.,  1868-9,  part  I.  / 
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Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Suffolk  Institute  of  Archaeology 
and  Natural  History. 

Proceedings  of  the  Bristol  Naturalist's  Society. 

Surrey  Archaeological  Collections,  vol.  4. 

Proceedings  of  the  Bath  Natural  History  and  Antiquarian 
Field  Club.  No.  3.  by  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Winwood. 

Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of 
Manchester,  vol.  3,  third  series 

Proceedings  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of 
Manchester,  vols.  5,  6  7. 

The  Archaeological  Journal. 

Nature,  from  the  Proprietor. 

Sussex  Archaeological  Collections,  vol.  20. 

Transactions  of  the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,  new  series,  vol.  7. 

Report  for  1867  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washing- 
ton,  U.S. 

Proceedings  of  the  Essex  Institute,  Mass,  U.  S. 

Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London, 
second  series,  vols.  1,  2,  3  and  4. 

Almanac  for  the  year  1683,  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Ball. 

Index  to  Pedigrees  contained  in  the  printed  Heralds'  Visit- 
ations ;  Catalogues  of  Pedigrees  hitherto  unindexed ;  Pedigree 
of  Sir  Philip  Sydney;  Handbook  of  American  Genealogy; 
and  Rubbing  of  Palimpsest  Brasses  from  Paston  Church, 
Norfolk,  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Marshall,  L.L.M. 

Collectanea  Antiqua,  vols,  1,  3,  4,  5  and  6  ;  On  the 
Scarcity  of  Home-grown  Fruits  in  Great  Britain,  with 
remedial  suggestions  ;  and  The  Principles  of  Agriculture,  by 
the  Author,  Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith. 

The  Birds  of  Somersetshire,  by  the  Author,  Mr.  C.  Smith. 

The  Old  Crosses  of  Gloucestershire,  by  the  Author,  Mr. 
C.  Pooley  F.S.A.R. 
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Memoires  pour  servir  a  la  Connaissance  des  Crinoides 
Vivants  par  M.  Sars :  Etudes  sur  les  Affinites  Chimiques  par 
M.  Goldberg  et  M.  Waage :  Le  Glacier  de  Boium  par  M. 
Sexe  :  Various  species  of  Baloena  by  M.  G.  O.  Sars  : 
JEgyptische  Chronologie  von  Herr  Lieblein :  Fortcelling  otn 
Thomas  Becket,  Erkebiskop  of  Canterbury ,  presented  by  the 
Royal  University  of  Norway,  Christiania. 

Two  teeth  of  Indian  Elephant,  and  piece  of  Rhinoceros 
hide,  by  Mr.  O.  W.  Malet. 

Mountain  Limestone  fossil,  from  the  conglomerate  bed 
at  Halse,  by  Dr.  Prior. 

Skull  of  Bos  primigenius  and  skull  of  Bos  longifrons  from 
the  Clay  Pits,  Bridgwater,  by  Mr.  Jno.  Browne. 

Elephant's  teeth,  and  other  teeth  and  bones,  from 
Wookey  Hyaana  den,  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Sanford. 

Portrait  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  F.StA.,  by  Dr. 
Hunter. 

Pottery  and  bones  and  specimens  of  Kimmeridge  Coal 
Money,  from  the  Brick  Clay  Pits,  Burnham,  by  Mr.  J. 

P.  ESTL1N. 

Bronze  Hand  found  among  the  Roman  remains  at 
Wadeford,  near  Chard,  by  Mr.  R.  Walter. 

Albatross,  two  Lizards,  and  Fish  from  Australia,  by  Mr. 
J.  Clode. 

Impression  of  a  brass  Seal  found  near  Helston,  Corn- 
wall, by  Mr.  R.  Walter. 

Flint  Arrow-head  found  on  Dolbury  Camp,"  by  Mr.  S. 
Alford. 

Pedigree,  and  Coats  of  Arms  in  the  chapel  at  Lytes 
Cary,  by  Mr.  H.  Maxwell  Lyte. 

Flying  Fish  from  the  coast  of  Brazil,  by  Capt.  R.  R. 
Langdon. 

Coins  of  the  Roman  Emperors  Lucinius,  Constantine 
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the  Great,  and  Consiantine  the  Younger,  found  in  the 
Turbery  at  Shapwick,  by  Mr.  G.  Warry. 

Coffin  and  Mummy  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Thebes7 
by  Capt.  Ellis. 

Purchased 

Palceontographical  Society's  Journal. 
Ray  Society's  Publications. 

Deposited : — 

Model  of  a  New  Zealand  War  Canoe,  by  Mr.  W» 
Cullen. 

Bust  of  the  late  J.  H.  S.  Pigott,  Esq.,  by  Mr.  Edwin 
S.  Fox. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

SOMERSETSHIRE   ARCHAEOLOGICAL  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY. 
1868-9,  part  II. 

PAPERS,  ETC- 

fining  Jta, 

*  *  fTlHE  Laws  and  orders  of  the  Mendip  Miners,  com- 
JL  monly  called  Lord  Choke's  Laws,"  are  printed  in 
the  "  General  View  of  the  Agriculture  of  the  County  of 
Somerset,  &c,  by  John  Billingsley,  Esq.,  of  Ashwick 
Grove,  near  Shepton  Mallet/'  published  at  Bath,  1797. 
As  that  work  is  but  little  known  in  these  days,  and  the 
Mining  Laws  of  Mendip  therein  given  contain  several 
inaccuracies,  it  has  been  thought  desirable  to  reprint  them 
verbatim  from  a  MS.  exhibited  by  Mr.  C.  Edwards, 
of  Wrington,  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at 
Axbridge,  in  1869. 

The  most  striking  variations  are  the  following  : — Lord 
Benfield—  for  Bonvill :  the  addition  of  "the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  England  "  to  the  name  of  Lord  Chocke  :  "  to 
go  down  and  sit  in  concord  and  peace  in  the  said  County/' 
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instead  of  "  and  settle  a  concord  of  peace  in  the  County" 
the  Earl  of  Chewton,  instead  of  "  Lord  of  Chewton,'-' 
"  lead-reeve,"  instead  of  "  head -reeve/'  :  "  hackes,"  for 
"harcks,"  "groofs/'  for  "grooves." 

The  Mendip  Laws  are  likewise  given  in  "Notes  on  the 
History  of  Shepton  Mallet,  &c,"  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Fairbrother, 
copied  from  an  ancient  map,  painted  on  panels,  entitled 
"Meyndeep  with  its  adjacent  Villages  and  Laws/'  The 
original  was  exhibited  at  the  meeting  of  the  society  held 
at  Shepton  Mallet. 

Wm.  Arthur  Jones. 
THE  LAWS  OF  MENDIP 

SETTLED  BY  LORD  CHOCKE,   IN  OR  NEAR  THE  YEAR  1470. 

Be  it  right  well  known  that  this  is  enrolled  in 
the  King's  Exchequor,  in  the  time  of  King  Edward 
the  Fourth  :  Of  a  great  Debate  that  was  in  the  County 
of  Somerset  between  the  Lord  BonviPs  Tenants  of 
Chewton  and  the  Prior  of  Green  Oar.  The  said  Prior 
of  Green  Oar  complaining  to  King  Edward  of  great 
injuries  and  wrongs  that  he  had  on  Mendip,  being  the 
King's  Forest  :  The  said  King  Edward  commanded  my 
Lord  Chocke  to  go  down  into  the  Country  of  Mendip  and 
settle  a  concord  of  peace  in  the  County  upon  Mendip  upon 
pain  of  his  high  displeasure.  The  said  Lord  Chocke  sate 
upon  a  place  of  my  Lord  of  Bath's,  called  the  Forge  upon 
Mendip,  when  he  commanded  all  the  Commoners  to 
appear,  and  in  especial  the  Four  Lords  Royal  of  Mendip, 
(viz)  :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  my  Lord  of 
Glastonbury,  my  Lord  Bonvill,  Lord  of  Chewton,  and  my 
Lord  of  Richmond,  with  all  the  appearances  to  the  number 
of  ten  thousand  people.  A  Proclamation  was  made  to 
enquire  of  all  the  said  company  how  they  would  be 
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ordered.  They  all  with  one  assent  agreed  to  be  ordered 
and  Tried  by  the  Four  Lords  Koyal.  Then  the  said  Lords 
agreed  that  all  the  Commoners  of  Mendip,  dwelling  in  their 
Tenements,  being  within  the  bounds  of  Mendip,  should  turn 
out  their  cattle  at  their  outlets  as  much  the  summer  as 
they  be  able  to  keep  the  winter  without  Hounding  or 
Pounding  upon  whose  ground  soever  they  went  to  take 
their  course  and  recourse.  To  this  the  said  Four  Lords  did 
put  their  Seals,  and  also  were  agreed  that  whosoever  should 
break  any  of  those  bounds  should  forfeit  to  the  King  a 
Thousand  Marks,  and  all  the  Commoners  their  Bodies  and 
Goods  at  the  King's  pleasure  that  either  Hounds  or 
Pounds. 

*  IRROT*  IN  SCCO*  DUCC'  REGINiE 
THE  ANCIENT  CUSTOM  OF 

The  occupation  of  the  Mineries  in  and  upon  the  Mendip 
within  His  Majesty's  County  of  Somerset,  being  one  of 
the  Four  Staples  of  England,  which  hath  been  exercised 
and  continued  through  the  King's  Forest  on  Mendip 
aforesaid  time  out  of  mind  before  the  memory  of  man,  as 
hereinafter  doth  particularly  ensue,  &c. 
Imprimis : 

That  if  any  man  whatsoever  he  be  that  doth  intend  to 
be  a  workman  to  tenure  his  life  in  the  Minery  occupation, 
he  must  first  of  all  require  a  Licence  from  the  Lord  of  the 
soil  where  he  doth  propose  to  work,  or  in  Kis  absence,  of 
his  officer,  or  head  Keve,  or  Bailiff,  and  neither  the  Lord 
nor  his  officers  can  deny  him. 
Item  : 

That  after  the  first  Licence  obtained,  the  workmen 

*  In  a  M.  S.  copy  of  these  Laws  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Serel,  of 
Wells,  "  Irrot'  in  Staneria  Dni  R's." 
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shall  never  need  to  ask  leave  again,  but  to  be  at  his  free 
will  to  pitch  within  the  said  Forest,  and  to  break  the 
ground  where  and  in  what  place  he  shall  think  most  for 
his  advantage. 
Item : 

That  every  man  that  doth  begin  his  Pit  or  Groove,  shall 
have  his  Harcks  thrown  two  ways  after  the  Rake  ;  and 
Note,  that  he  that  doth  throw  the  Harck,  must  stand  in 
his  said  Groove,  to  the  girdle  or  waist,  and  then  no  man 
shall,  or  may  work,  within  the  compass  of  his  said 
Harcks  throw. 
Item : 

That  when  a  man  hath  landed  any  Oar  he  may  carry 
the  same  to  Cleansing  and  Blowing  to  what  Minery  he  shall 
think  fit,  for  the  more  speedy  making  the  same,  so  that  he 
do  truly  pay  the  tenth  thereof  to  the  Lord  of  the  Soil 
where  it  was  landed. 
Item  : 

That  if  any  Lord  or  his  officer  have  given  Licence  to 
any  man  to  build  or  set  any  Hearth  or  Washing  House,  to 
wash,  cleanse,  and  blow  their  Oar,  He  that  hath  once 
leave  shall  for  ever  keep  sell  or  give  it  to  whom  he  please, 
so  that  he  doth  truly  pay  the  Lot  Lead,  being  the  tenth 
pound  that  shall  be  blown  at  the  same  Hearth,  and  also  if 
he  keep  it  tenable  as  the  Craft  doth  require. 
Item : 

That  if  any  man  of  the  occupation  do  Pick  or  Steal 
any  Lead  or  Lead  Oar  to  the  value  of  Thirteen  pence 
half-penny,  the  Lord  or  his  officer  may  arrest  all  his  Lead 
and  Oar,  House  or  Hearths,  with  all  his  Grooves  and 
works,  and  keep  them  as  forfeit  to  his  own  use,  and  shall 
take  the  person  so  offending  and  bring  him  where  his 
House  or  work  and  all  his  Tools  and  Instruments  belonging 
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to  the  same  occupation  are,  and  put  him  into  his  House 
or  work  and  set  Fire  in  all  together  about  him,  and  banish 
him  from  the  occupation  before  all  the  Mineries  for  ever. 
Item : 

That  if  ever  that  person  do  Pick  or  Steal  there  any- 
more, he  shall  be  tryed  by  the  Common  Law,  for  this 
Custom  and  Law  hath  no  more  to  do  with  him. 
Item  : 

That  every  Lord  of  the  Soil  or  Soils  ought  to  keep  two 
Minery  Courts  by  the  year,  and  to  swear  twelve  men  or 
more  of  the  same  occupation  for  ordering  all  misdemean- 
ours and  wrongs,  touching  the  Mineries. 
Item  : 

The  Lord  or  Lords  may  make  three  manner  of  Arrests 
(that  is  to  say)  The  First  is  for  Strife  between  Man  and 
Man,  for  their  works  under  the  Earth.  The  Second  is  for 
his  own  duty  for  Lead  or  Oar  wheresover  he  finds  it  in  the 
said  Forest ;  and  the  Third  is  for  the  Felon's  Goods  of  the 
same  occupation  wheresoever  it  may  be  found  within  the 
same  Hill. 
Item  : 

That  if  any  man  by  means  of  this  doubtful  and  danger- 
ous occupation  do  by  misfortune  take  his  death,  as  by 
falling  in  of  the  Earth  upon  him,  by  Drowning,  by 
Stifeling  with  Fire,  or  otherwise,  as  in  time  past  may  have 
been  :  The  workmen  of  this  occupation  are  bound  to  fetch 
the  body  out  of  the  Earth,  and  bring  him  to  Christian 
Burial  at  their  own  costs  and  charges,  alltho'  he  be  three 
score  Fathom  under  the  Earth,  as  heretofore  hath  been  seen, 
and  no  officer  at  large  shall  have  to  do  with  him  or  them. 

These  are  the  Laws  of  Mendip,  made  between  the 
years  1470  and  1480. 

VOL.  XV.,   1868-9,  PART  II.  A 


(Sit  ity  tyh\km  and  |jtottti|tpl 


_U  believe  to  have  been  the  state  of  the  internal 
government  of  Axbridge  in  different  stages  of  its  history,  I 
will  briefly  enumerate  some  of  the  curious  and  important 
muniments  which  the  courtesy  of  the  Burgesses  has  placed 
before  us.  First  in  importance  are  the  four  Royal 
Charters  of  the  town,  viz.  :  that  granted  by  Henry  VI, 
which  in  some  way  escaped  the  notice  of  Mr.  Smirke 
when  he  inspected  the  records  of  the  Corporation  ;  the 
Charter  of  3  and  4  Philip  and  Mary;  that  of  41  Elizabeth, 
the  one  held  as  the  present  governing  Charter  of  the  town; 
and  lastly,  one  of  21  James  L 

Next  to  these  in  importance,  and  almost  before  them  in 
interest,  is  the  curious  MSS.  we  have  before  us,  one  copy  of 
which  is  of  the  early  part  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Mr. 
Jones,  yesterday  in  looking  through  the  municipal  records, 
found  an  earlier  MS.  than  the  one  which  has,  as  far  as  we 
know,  been  heretofore  received  as  the  only  copy.  I  do  not 
myself  think  that  it  is  earlier  than  quite  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  century.    They  begin  with  a  short  treatise  on 
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English  boroughs,  and  then  tell  the  story  of  the  miraculous 
escape  of  King  Eadmund  while  hunting  in  the  royal  forest 
of  Cheddar,  the  later  MS.  ends  with  an  account  of  the 
government  of  the  borough  of  Axbridge  and  an  extract 
from  the  Domesday  Book,  but  the  earlier  one  adds  a  copy 
of  the  Charter  of  John  which  is  referred  to  in  the  Inspexi- 
mus  Charter  of  Henry  VI. 

Most  unfortunately  the  two  translations  belonging  to  the 
Corporation  are  disfigured  by  some  strange  mistakes, 
especially  one  which  has  turned  Eadmund  into  Eadward, 
and  in  one  case  adds  in  brackets,  "the  Confessor/'  no 
doubt  from  a  sort  of  strange  superstition,  which  one  has 
met  with  before,  that  every  one  before  the  Norman 
Conquest  was  either  Alfred  or  St.  Eadward,  and  which 
may  possibly  be  corrected  by  a  careful  reading  of  Mr. 
Freeman's  first  two  volumes  of  the  Norman  Conquest. 
Mr.  Smirke  read  a  very  able  paper  on  this  Treatise  before 
the  Archaeological  Institute,  which  is  printed  in  one  of  the 
volumes  of  that  society,  and  to  which  I  gladly  acknowledge 
my  obligations.  I  venture  to  hope  that  this  society  will,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Corporation,  print  this  most  interest- 
ing document  in  our  volume  for  this  year,  together  with 
one  or  two  entries  of  a  later  date  in  the  Convocation 
Books,  which  I  have  been  encouraged  to  think  we  shall  be 
allowed  to  extract. 

Besides  the  two  MSS.  of  this  treatise,  we  have  before 
us  a  valuable  collection  of  deeds  and  grants  of  various 
dates,  amongst  which  I  may  mention  one  of  Henry  III, 
granting  freedom  from  toll  to  the  tenants  of  the  churches 
of  Glastonbury  and  Wells.  And  lastly  the  Convocation 
Books,  Eolls  of  the  Court  Baron,  &c,  which  contain  many 
interesting  and  amusing  entries. 
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Before  I  go  on,  I  must  express  my  warmest  thanks  to 
the  Mayor,  the  Alderman,  and  other  Burgesses  of  the 
town  for  the  great  courtesy  which  they  have  shown  me  in 
allowing  me  to  burrow  amongst  their  valuable  records,  and 
in  so  kindly  bringing  them  before  us  to-day.  Their  kind- 
ness makes  me  hope  that  without  offending  them,  I  may 
point  out  that  an  iron  safe  would  be  a  far  better  place  for 
their  documents  than  the  present  wooden  cupboard  close 
by  the  fireplace.  I  am  sure  that  there  is  not  a  Burgess  in 
the  town  who  will  not  agree  with  me,  when  he  considers 
the  irreparable  loss  which  an  accidental  fire  would  occasion. 

I  will  now  pass  on  to  the  facts  which  I  have  gathered  from 
these  and  other  authorities,  and  the  opinions  which  I  have 
been  led  to  form  from  them.  Two  years  ago,  when  we  met 
in  Bristol,  I  endeavoured  to  trace  the  causes  of  the  growth 
of  that  borough,  and  we  saw  how  intimately  its  history 
was  affected  by  its  foreign  commerce  ;  but  Axbridge, 
though  at  least  as  ancient  a  borough  as  Bristol,  has  never, 
as  far  as  I  know,  been  distinctly  commercial,  and  for  this 
reason  it  has  less  history,  and  we  have  not  the  same  power 
of  fixing  the  date  of  the  changes  in  its  constitution  as  we 
have  in  the  case  of  those  boroughs  which  were  more 
strongly  affected  by  the  great  changes  of  thought  and  of 
style  of  living,  which  were  brought  in  by  each  commercial 
wave.  The  earliest  notice  which  we  have  of  Axbridge 
shows  us  that  before,  and  at  the  time  of,  the  Conquest  it 
was  a  part  of  the  King's  demesne  land,  and  it  seems 
implied  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  royal  demesne  of  Cheddar. 
It  then  contained  thirty-two  burgesses,  who  paid  a  rent  of 
twenty  shillings  to  the  crown,  two  mills,  three  fisheries,  and 
some  land,  all  which  also  paid  to  the  King.  It  is  not,  I 
think,  difficult  to  determine  the  political  condition  of  these 
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burgesses.  They  were  of  course  freemen,  and  more  than 
this  they  were  freeholders  like  the  other  freeholders  of  the 
county,  that  is  to  say,  they  held  their  land  at  a  fixed 
yearly  rent  which  they  paid  to  their  lord.  This  lord  was 
the  King,  who  held  Axbridge,  Cheddar,  Somerton,  and 
some  other  neighbouring  places  as  his  own  private  estate, 
and  this  was  no  small  advantage  to  the  borough,  for  the 
crown  was  always  the  best  lord,  and  so  long  as  the 
burgesses  paid  their  fixed  rent  they  were  far  less  interfered 
with,  and  tyrannized  over  than  the  tenants  of  other  lords. 
Like  all  freeholders,  they  had  their  own  reeve,  for  the 
portreeve  was  to  the  borough  what  the  shirereeve  was  to 
the  county ;  he  was  the  representative  of  the  crown,  and 
his  Court  was  the  Court  of  the  freeholders  or  burgesses, 
who  were  in  Axbridge,  and  in  all  '  royal  boroughs'', 
tenants  of  the  crown. 

We  must  not,  I  think,  be  led  by  the  phrase,  "in  do- 
minio,"  to  think  too  little  of  the  position  of  the  burgesses 
of  the  eleventh  century.  They  held  their  land  by  a  fixed 
tenure.  They  possessed,  we  cannot  doubt,  rights  of  heir- 
ship, and  such  rights  of  alienation  as  belonged  to  the 
freeholders  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  they  were  amenable 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  their  lord,  but  this  jurisdiction  was 
exercised  by  an  officer  chosen  from  amongst  themselves, 
his  court  was  held  in  accordance  with  their  own  customs, 
and  in  it  they  were  assessors  as  well  as  suitors.  It  is 
difficult  to  say  when  our  English  towns  first  enjoyed  the 
right  of  electing  their  reeve,  it  is  possible  that  they 
may  have  done  so  in  some  degree  from  very  early  times, 
the  lord  having  a  right  of  negative,  and  also,  no  doubt 
occasionally  putting  in  his  own  men,  but  still  it  seems  to 
me  more  likely  that  he  was  at  first  regularly  appointed  by 
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the  lord,  whose  representative  he  was,  and  that  the  right 
of  election  was  gradually  gained  by  our  towns.  The  MS. 
of  the  end  of  the  fourtenth  century  before  us,  boldly  asserts 
that  in  the  eleventh  century  the  portreeve  of  Axbridge 
was  elected  by,  and  from  out  of,  fourteen  socmen,  ward- 
men,  or  aldermen.  I  venture  to  believe  that  this  is 
altogether  a  mistake,  as  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  reeve 
was  more  generally  appointed  by  the  lord,  and  that  his 
office  was  chiefly  to  look  after  his  interests  ;  and  as  to  the 
fourteen  aldermen,  'seniores  principahs'  it  seems  impossible 
that  there  should  have  been  so  many  who  exercised  juris- 
diction, when  the  whole  number  of  the  burgesses  was  only 
thirty-two  ;  and  the  very  fact  of  the  right  of  electing  the 
portreeve  being  confined  to  a  certain  number  of  the  bur- 
gesses, seems  to  point  to  a  far  later  state  of  things  of 
which  I  will  speak  directly. 

This  town,  probably,  owed  its  existence  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  our  early  English  kings  had  a  hunting  seat  in 
the  royal  forest  of  Cheddar ;  and  in  the  time  of  Eadward 
the  Confessor,  the  royal  manours  of  Cheddar  and  Somer- 
ton,  with  their  appendages,  of  which  Axbridge  was  one, 
yielded  to  the  crown,  as  part  of  their  yearly  rent,  one 
night's  entertainment,  which  was  no  doubt  levied  when  the 
royal  saint  pursued  his  favourite  amusement  of  hunting. 
But  at  the  same  time  I  do  not,  of  course,  for  a  moment 
agree  with  our  MS.  in  the  statement  to  which  Mr.  Smirke 
seems  to  give  a  sort  of  assent,  that  our  kings  established 
the  borough  of  Axbridge,  and  other  boroughs,  in  order 
that  they  might  have  so  many  country  houses  or  hunting 
seats  throughout  the  kingdom.  Of  all  the  many  theories 
which  have  been  put  forward  about  the  rise  of  boroughs 
this  is  the  most  grotesque.    Our  English  towns  grew  of 
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themselves,  and  were  not  established  by  any  particular 
decree,  or  because  of  any  special  council.  Purely  English 
towns,  by  which  I  mean  those  whose  known  history  is 
confined  to  English  times,  came  into  being  either  because 
men  chose  to  dwell  at  some  spot  which  had  special  natural 
advantages,  such  as  Bristol  once  had  for  trade,  or  else  they 
grew  from  a  few  houses  near  the  castle  or  house  of  some 
great  man,  as  Axbridge  grew  round  the  royal  hunting  seat 
of  Cheddar,  or  else  from  those  which  clustered  round  some 
cathedral  church  or  abbey  ;  but  in  any  case  we  may  be 
quite  sure  that  their  birth  was  natural. 

The  town  did  not  remain  in  the  king's  demesne  after 
the  twelfth  century.  The  manour  of  Cheddar  and  the 
Borough  of  Axbridge,  together  with  the  hundreds  of 
Wynterstoke  and  Cheddar  were  granted  by  King  John  to 
Hugh,  Archdeacon  of  Wells,  at  the  rent  of  £20  a  year. 
Henry  HI  granted  Cheddar  and  Axbridge  to  Joceline, 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  free  alms.  From  that  see 
they  passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I  to  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  who  granted  the  advocacy  of  Axbridge  church  to 
his  brother  of  Bath,  and  in  the  next  reign,  Axbridge  and 
Cheddar  passed  again  to  the  see  of  Bath  and  Wells,  to 
which  they  belonged  till  Bishop  Barlow  changed  them 
away  with  Edward  VI.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  discover  any  records  of  the  dealings 
of  the  town  with  its  ecclesiastical  lords.  Churchmen 
were,  I  fear,  not  generally  such  good  landlords  as  laymen, 
and  a  town  which  belonged  to  a  bishopric  or  abbey,  in 
most  cases  gained  its  franchises  later  than  those  which 
belonged  to  the  crown  or  to  lay  nobles.  But  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  this  town  was  in  any  worse  condi- 
tion for  these  alienations  ;  we  have  seen  that  when  it 
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belonged  to  the  crown  the  burgesses  were  without  doubt 
freeholders,  and  enjoyed  the  privileges  which  belonged  to 
those  who  held  by  freeholding  ;  and  when  the  town  was 
alienated  they  simply  changed  their  lord,  indeed  at  the 
very  time  that  this  change  was  made,  we  find  that  the 
rights  of  the  borough  were  considerably  increased.  The 
Charter  of  John,  copied  in  the  fourteenth  century  MS. 
before  you,  and  quoted  by  the  Charter  of  Henry  VI, 
exempts  the  burgesses  from  serving  on  juries,  it  quits 
them  from  all  suits  of  the  shire,  and  from  the  interference 
of  the  sheriff,  and  frees  them  from  the  fines  for  murder ; 
and  then  the  town,  with  the  adjoining  manour,  is  distinctly 
recognized  as  possessing  an  existence  independent  of  the 
rest  of  the  county,  with  an  exemption  from  county 
burdens  and  jurisdiction.  About  the  same  time  we  have 
a  proof  of  the  increasing  material  prosperity  of  the 
borough,  given  us  by  the  establishment  of  a  fair  to  be 
opened  on  the  eve  of  the  feast  of  St.  Barnabas,  and  held 
for  three  days  following.  This  fair  was  granted  by  Henry 
III  to  William  Longs  word,  grandson  of  Henry  II,  and 
afterwards  by  Edward  I  to  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells 
by  a  deed  of  grant  still  preserved  here.  An  annual  fair 
was  at  that  time  a  far  more  important  institution  than  it 
has  ever  been  since.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to 
realize  how  difficult  and  how  dangerous  it  was  to  travel  in 
those  days.  Very  few  inhabitants  of  Axbridge  ever  wTent 
more  than  a  very  short  distance  from  their  own  town,  and 
very  few  consignments  of  goods  were  ever  made  to  them. 
The  annual  fair  was  the  great  opportunity  of  buying  and 
selling  for  the  town  and  the  neighbouring  population. 
Traders  from  all  parts  of  the  land  would  probably  flock 
hither,  bringing  with  them  wares  which  the  good  men  of 
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the  town  had  never  seen  before  ;  and  they  took  back  with 
them  the  produce  of  the  industry  of  the  borough,  of  which 
tanned  hides  probably  formed  an  important  part ;  for  two 
leather  searchers  were  annually  elected  as  borough  officers 
until  quite  modern  times,  whose  duty  it  was  to  test  the 
bundles  of  hides  sold  in  the  borough.  The  importance  of 
such  fairs  as  this  would  be  greatly  increased,  if,  as  I 
believe  was  probably  the  case,  the  burdensome  restrictions 
on  our  home  trades  and  manufacturers  were  but  laxly 
observed  at  such  times.  All  tolls  were  paid  to  the  lord  of 
the  fair,  and  he  held  a  court  called  Pie  Poudre,  presided 
over  by  his  steward,  for  trying  all  cases  which  might  arise 
during  its  continuance.  The  burghers  of  Axbridge  had  not 
only  this  opportunity  of  trading  with  strangers  within 
their  own  walls,  but  by  a  Charter  granted  19  Edward 
III,  they,  in  common  with  all  tenants  of  the  churches  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  were  made  free  of  all  toll  throughout  the 
kingdom.  This  was  no  small  exemption  at  a  time  when 
toll  was  levied  everywhere ;  when  a  man  could  not  take  a 
bale  of  goods  from  one  town  to  another  without  paying 
numberless  vexatious  demands  either  for  crossing  a  bridge, 
or  entering  a  gate,  or  passing  a  ferry,  or  going  through 
some  lord's  demesne  which  lay  in  his  way.  Many  such 
tolls  were  collected  in  the  king's  lands,  and  in  those  of  his 
lords.  A  grant,  however,  of  exemption  by  royal  Charter 
even  when  the  words  '  per  totum  regnum 3  are  used  as 
here,  and  as  in  the  Charter  given  to  London  by  Henry  I, 
and  to  Bristol  by  Henry  II,  could  not  convey  exemption 
from  tolls  save  those  which  were  taken  on  the  king's 
demesne. 

In  the  sixth  year  of  King  Henry  VI  this  borough 
received  the  first  of  the  four  royal  Charters  of  which  the 
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originals  arc  still  known  to  be  extant.  It  states  and  con- 
firms the  previous  position  of  the  town,  and  begins  with 
the  entry  in  Domesday  Book,  which  has  I  think  a  special 
significance.  As  one  town  after  another  received  great 
Charters  from  the  crown,  those  whose  rights  depended 
chiefly  on  immemorial  prescription,  on  the  fact  of  having 
been  held  by  burgage  tenure,  were  most  probably  especially 
anxious  to  assert  their  legal  status  and  for  this  reason  the 
ancient  position  of  the  burgesses  of  Axbridge  is  stated  at 
length.  It  then  gives  an  Inspeximus  of  the  Charter  of 
John,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  of  his  grant 
of  the  town  to  Hugh  of  Wells. 

To  a  rather  earlier  date  belongs  the  curious  MS.  which 
lies  before  us,  of  the  story  of  the  miraculous  escape  of 
King  Eadmund.  It  is  certainly  not  older  than  1386,  and 
may  be  within  about  thirty  years  of  the  same  date  as  that 
which  has  usually  been  received  as  the  oldest  copy.  It 
tells  us  that  in  the  time  of  the  early  English  kings  there 
were  in  this  town  fourteen  burgesses  of  superior  rank  to 
the  rest,  (for  this  I  think  must  be  the  meaning  of 
c principales3)  by  whom,  and  from  whom  alone,  the  port- 
reeve was  chosen.  Now  I  venture  to  submit  that  such  a  state 
of  things  is  entirely  unlike  what  we  know  to  have  existed 
in  our  English  boroughs  in  very  early  times.  Whether  the 
burgesses  were  united  as  in  this  borough,  by  being  all  free- 
hold tenants  of  one  lord,  or  as  was  generally  the  case  in 
great  trading  cities,  by  being  brethren  of  some  merchant 
guild,  (a  bond  which  superseded  the  older,  and  I  believe 
once  universal,  one  of  tenure),  they  were  all  of  equal  rank 
and  had  equal  rights.  But  gradually  throughout  England 
the  richer  burghers,  men  perhaps  of  families  in  which  civic 
dignities  had  become  almost  hereditary,  began  to  shut  out 
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the  rest  from  their  fair  share  in  the  management  of  the  town, 
and  to  form  a  sort  of  select  body  which  usurped  to  itself  the 
rights  which  of  old  belonged  to  each  and  all.  In  London 
this  began  early,  and  in  12.56  the  greater  burghers  and  the 
lesser — contemptuously  called  4  minutus  populus ' — were 
engaged  in  a  sharp  struggle  for  the  mastery  ;  the  great 
contest  in  Bristol  came  to  a  climax  in  the  rebellion  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  II ;  other  towns  were  the  scene  of  the 
same  struggle,  but  in  all  cases  the  oligarchy  had  the 
victory,  and  there  was  established  either  by  consent  or  by 
special  act,  a  select  body  of  men,  who  afterwards  became 
the  Common  Council,  who  arrogated  to  themselves  the 
common  right  of  deliberation  and  the  common  right  of 
election . 

These  fourteen  capital  burgesses  seem  to  have  been  a 
body  of  this  sort,  for  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  they  could 
even  have  been  aldermen  of  wards  over  which  they 
exercised  a  separate  jurisdiction  as  the  MS.  before  us 
seems  to  imply.  But  no  doubt  they  became  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  other  burgesses  the  sole  assessors  of  the  mayor 
not  only  in  his  ordinary  court,  but  also  in  the  court  Baron 
which  leased  the  lands  of  the  commonalty ;  and  by  them 
and  out  of  them  alone  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  borough 
was  chosen,  who  is  called  mayor  instead  of  portreeve  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  borough  in  this  four- 
teenth century  MS.  But  if  the  inferior  burgesses  had  for 
a  time  no  voice  in  the  election  of  their  mayor,  in  this 
borough  at  least  they  have  to  a  certain  extent  regained 
their  ancient  right  :  for  when  according  to  immemorial 
custom  and  royal  Charter  the  burgesses  meet  together  on 
the  Monday  after  the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross  to 
choose  their  mayor,  the  inferior  burgesses  first  nominate 
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and  then  the  council  proceeds  to  elect,  and  I  am  told  that 
this  nomination  has  hardly  ever  been  disregarded,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  is  provided  by  Charter  that  the  nominee 
must  be  one  of  the  fourteen  capital  burgesses.  I  am 
inclined  therefore  to  think  that  here  the  ordinary  burgesses 
of  Axbridge  never  lost  the  right  of  giving  that  tumultuary 
vote,  which  was  so  long  the  recognized  expression  of  the 
will  of  the  people,  but  which  has  in  this  case  become 
sobered  down  to  an  unromantic  presentment  which  is 
carried  upstairs  to  the  council. 

In  the  sixteenth  century  Axbridge  received  two  great 
Charters — the  one  granted  3  and  4  Philip  and  Mary,  made 
it  a  corporate  town  ;  the  other  of  41  Elizabeth,  finally 
settled  its  government.  The  incorporation  of  a  borough 
of  ancient  prescription,  though  an  important  era  in  its 
history,  added  nothing  to  its  rights.  The  burghers  had, 
before  their  incorporation,  as  full  rights  of  jurisdiction,  and 
of  holding  and  transmitting  property  in  common,  as  they  had 
afterwards,  either  because  they  were  united  by  a  bond  of 
tenure,  all  being  freehold  tenants  of  one  lord,  as  we  have 
seen  to  be  the  case  here,  or  because  they  were  amalga- 
mated by  what  we  may  almost  call  a  more  artificial  tie, 
because  they  all  belonged  to  one  great  guild  merchant,  as  in 
Southampton,  Wallingford,  and  many  other  places.  But 
incorporation  gave  a  town  these  two  great  advantages.  It 
established  beyond  dispute  the  rights  which  it  already  had 
by  prescription,  and  though  such  a  title  was  more  honour- 
able, still  it  was  of  course  more  difficult  of  proof  than  one 
which  rested  upon  Charter.  It  also  gave  a  town  an  ex- 
istence recognized  in  law  under  some  special  denomination, 
such  as  the  mayor  and  bailiffs,  or,  as  in  this  town,  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  ;  and  under  this  title  the 


MUNICIPAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  AXBRIDGE.  17 


borough  could  hold  lands,  and  sue,  and  be  sued,  as  a 
corporate  body,  endued  with  perpetual  legal  succession,  and 
having  representatives  recognized  by  law.  It  made  just 
the  difference  between  an  aggregate  body  and  a  corporate 
body. 

The  custom  of  incorporating  existing  communities  or 
townships  began  I  think  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  received  an  immense  impetus  by  the  confis- 
cation of  the  lands  of  religious  houses.  The  king  and  his 
party  were  anxious  to  gain  the  approval  of  the  middle 
class  at  this  critical  time,  and  to  secure  their  favour,  they 
made  them  to  a  certain  extent  sharers  in  their  ill-gotten 
spoil.  The  towns  received  a  very  great  increase  to  their 
estates  and  many  became  for  the  first  time  large  land- 
owners. The  property  consecrated  to  religious  uses  and 
administered  by  religious  bodies  was  handed  over  to  secular 
communities.  I  leave  to  any  one  tolerably  acquainted  with 
the  later  history  of  our  municipalities  before  the  Reform  Act, 
or  even  to  any  one  who  can  form  an  opinion  on  the  present 
administration  of  the  old  municipal  Charities,  to  pronounce 
judgment  on  the  wisdom,  I  will  not  say  the  righteousness, 
of  such  a  policy.  The  incorporation  of  towns  was  a 
natural,  almost  a  necessary,  consequence  of  this  great 
increase  of  their  estates,  because  though  it  did  not  as  we 
have  seen  enlarge  their  right  of  holding  land,  it  gave  them 
greater  facilities  for  doing  so.  Axbridge  was  somewhat 
later  than  most  towns  in  receiving  its  Charter  of  incor- 
poration probably  because  it  so  long  remained  a  Bishop's 
town.  But  in  1548,  Edward  VI,  by  the  advice  of  the 
Duke  of  Somerset,  with  an  insolent  injustice,  of  which  in 
this  case  the  youth  of  the  king  must  clear  him,  seized 
nearly  all  the  temporalities  of  the  see  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
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Axbridge  among  the  rest,  and  left  Bishop  Barlow  almost 
houseless  and  penniless.  The  town  then  returned  to  the 
crown  and  was  incorporated  early  in  the  next  reign  by 
the  Charter  of  3  and  4  Philip  and  Mary,  which  we  have 
before  us.  This  Charter  still  recognizes  the  thirty-two 
burgesses,  and  it  is  curious  to  find  that  this  limited 
number  recorded  in  Domesday  Book  still  remains  in  the 
Borough,  so  that  the  present  burgesses  of  Axbridge  are 
the  actual  successors,  man  for  man,  of  the  freehold  tenants 
of  the  crown  who  dwelt  here  certainly  more  than  eight 
hundred  years  ago  ;  their  number  has  never  been  lessened, 
and  they  have  never  added  to  it  by  admitting  others  to 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights.  With  these  thirty-two 
burgesses  the  fourteen  aldermen  are  thus  mentioned — ( de 
discretioribus  et  magis  probrioribus,  from  whom,  and  by  whom 
alone,  the  mayor  was  to  be  chosen.  This  Charter  also 
grants  the  town  the  right  of  holding  the  assize  of  bread 
and  ale,  but  this  like  some  other  of  its  clauses,  is  simply 
confirmatory,  for  you  will  find  a  record  of  this  assize  being 
held  by  the  town  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 

This  Charter  was  soon  followed  by  another,  granted  41 
Elizabeth,  which  is  that  by  which  the  borough  is  still 
governed.  The  most  important  clause  in  it  is  that  which 
establishes  the  Common  Council,  which  at  last  took  the 
place  of  the  fourteen  principal  men,  so  oddly  called  alder- 
men, of  whom  I  have  already  spoken.  Instead  of  them 
there  was  to  be  but  one  alderman,  and  eight  capital 
burgesses,  and  these  with  the  mayor  form  the  Common 
Council,  to  whom  pertains  the  right  of  electing  the  mayor 
and  alderman  and  of  supplying  vacancies  in  their  own 
number,  though  the  inferior  burgesses  enjoy  their  ancient 
right  of  giving  their  collective  vote  at  the  election  of 
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mayor.  In  this  newly  constituted  body  was  vested  the 
whole  government  of  the  borough,  the  keeping  of  the 
peace,  and  the  management  of  the  corporate  property  ;  and 
these  large  powers  remain  still  as  the  borough  was  not 
affected  by  the  Municipal  Reform  Act.  This  Charter  also 
granted  the  right  to  elect  a  recorder,  who  sits  with  the 
mayor  and  alderman  to  enquire  of  all  minor  offences,  and 
it  confirms  the  exemption  from  serving  on  juries  and  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  magistrates  granted  to  the 
burgesses  by  King  John. 

The  last  Charter,  which  the  town  has  received,  is  a 
Confirmation  Charter  of  21  James  I,  which  also  adds  West 
Street  to  the  bounds  of  the  borough,  and  grants  it  two 
Serjeants,  and  maces  bearing  the  royal  arms. 

The  Convocation  Books  of  the  borough,  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  contain  some  curious  entries,  two  or  three 
of  which  I  will  mention. 

It  had  been  the  custom  of  the  borough  to  pay  the  mayor 
£16  a  year  wages,  in  order  that  he  might  provide  feasts 
for  his  fellow  burgesses,  but  in  time  men  began  to  consider 
this  sum  extravagant,  and  in  1666  the  wages  were  brought 
down  to  £8,  and  a  little  later  to  £4  a  year,  which  is  the 
present  sum  paid,  and  which  I  fear  is  not  enough  to  give 
the  electors  much  of  a  dinner. 

On  the  6th  April,  1666,  we  find  an  order  made  by  the 
Common  Council,  forbidding  any  inhabitant  from  going  to 
Bristol  for  fear  of  the  plague,  which  seems  to  have  lingered 
long  in  that  city,  and  any  one  who  disobeyed  was  to  be 
shut  up  in  his  own  house  for  one  month,  which  was  at 
once  a  punishment  and  a  preventive  against  infection, 
although  one  would  think  barely  wholesome,  especially  at 
such  a  critical  time,  for  the  sufferer. 
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The  last  entry  which  I  shall  notice,  is  the  letter  of  the 
Council,  dated  November  29,  1684,  addressed  to  some 
nobleman,  whose  name  I  cannot  discover,  which  describes 
the  consternation  which  they  felt  when  they  heard  of  the 
forced  surrender  of  the  borough  Charters  to  the  crown. 
This  iniquitous  proceeding  was  to  secure  the  ascendancy 
of  the  Tory  party  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  was 
carried  out  by  the  Attorney-General,  Sawyer,  and  the 
lawyers  of  the  court  faction.  The  Council  of  this  town 
heard  with  dismay  that  all  their  highly  prized  franchises 
were  to  be  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  king  ;  and  they  sent 
three  of  their  fellow  burgesses  to  Lord  Fitzharding  to  ask 
his  advice,  but  he  was  only  able  to  confirm  their  fears,  and 
they,  like  many  a  more  powerful  town,  had  no 
choice  but  to  submit.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
entry  which  speaks  of  the  restoration  of  their  Charters,  or 
any  great  Inspeximus  Charter  of  King  Charles  ;  but  it  is 
certain  that  the  borough  lost  none  of  its  franchises.  The 
Common  Council  still  retain  the  powers  vested  in  them  by 
the  Charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  they  still  look  for  the 
rights  of  their  town  to  the  mass  of  valuable  documents 
which  they  have  in  their  own  possession,  which  they  have 
so  justly  prized,  and  which  they  so  kindly  show  to  all  who 
are  interested  in  such  matters. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  thank  them  for  their  kindness 
to  this  Society  and  to  myself,  and  beg  to  assure  them 
that  I  most  heartily  join  in  the  prayer  inscribed  on  the  old 
window  of  their  council  chamber — 

«  God  that 's  Lord  of  all/ 
Save  the  council  of  this  hall." 
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BY  WM.  ARTHUR  JONES,  M.A. 

THE  following  extracts  from  the  MS.  referred  to  by- 
Mr.  Hunt  (see  paper,  p.  6,  pt.  ii),  are  published  in 
the  Proceedings,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  Axbridge. 

The  MS.  is  on  parchment,  and  consists  of  14  closely 
written  folios,  6  in.  by  3J  in.,  the  last  six  of  which  are  here 
given  entire.  The  Chronicle  opens  with  "  In  principio 
creavit  deus  celum  et  terram  &c,"  and  about  the  middle  of 
the  fourth  page  the  following  entries  occur  : 

Anno  Dxvj  Coronacio  Arthuri  regis  qui  regnavit  annis 
xxvj  de  cuj'  obitu  vel  sepultura  certii  non  referunt  historic 
Anno  Dlxxxvj  ab  angl'  dicitur  anglia  divisa  per  octo 
regna,  idest,  Canciam,  Southsexiam,  Westsexiam,  Merciam, 
Estsexia  Estangliam,  Durham,  et  Berniciam. 

Then  follow  the  dates  of  the  coronation  and  death  of 
the  Kings  of  England,  the  last  entry  being  : 

"Anno  Mccclxxxxix  Hcio  Idus  octobr'  apud  Westm' 
coronacio  illustris  regis  Henr'  quarti." 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  MS.  belongs  to  the  earlier 
vol.  xv.,  1868-9,  PART  II.  c 
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part  of  the  15th  century,  and  was  compiled  before  the 
death  of  Henry  IV,  A.D.  1413.  The  remaining  portion 
of  the  MS.  consists  of  entries  such  as  the  following  : 

Anno  domini  C  xl.  Invencio  ymaginis  crucifixi  ad  ostiu 
boriale  in  magno  fluvio  Thamisie  per  Luciu  p^mCi  Regem 
anglie  xpianii. 

Anno  Mcxxvi  Idus  April'  combusta  erat  civitas  London' 
ex  maxi'a  pte  ex  igne  Gilberti  Beket. 

Anno  M.  cl.  ta  valida  erat  glacies  qd  Thamisia  potuit  p 
equestres  ptransiri. 

Anno  Mcclviij  apud  Teuksbury  quidm  judeus '  per 
diem  Sabb'ti  cecidit  in  latrina  nec  pmsit  se  extrahi  pppt'r 
reverenciam  sabb'ti.  Ricardus  de  clara  Comes  Glov'nie  non 
pmisit  eum  extrahi  ppt'  reverenciam  sui  sabb'ti  et  sic 
mortuus  est. 

Anno  Mcccxvi  magna  lues  aValiu  et  hom  maximaque 
inundacio  ymbriu  fuit  ex  qua  pvenit  tanta  bladi  caristia 
qd  quarteriu  tritici  p  q'draginta  solid'  vendebatur. 

Anno  Mcccxlviij  incepit  mag'  pestilencia  London'  circa 
festfi  sci  Mich'is  et  duravit  usq'  ad  f'm  sti  petri  ad  vincula 
px'  sequens. 

Anno  Mccclxj.  xviij  Kalend'  |febr'  festo  Sci  Mauri 
abbatis  accidit  ventus  vehemens  et  teribilis  per  totam 
Angliam,  Eodem  anno  fuit  ij  pestilencia  in  qua  obiit  vir 
nobil'  et  strenuus  Henricus  dux  Lancastrie. 

Anno  Mccclxviij  erat  ij  pestilencia  in  qua  obiit  dna 
Blanchia  Lancastrie  ducissa  que  in  psenti  Ecce'a 
honorifice  jacet  tumulata. 

Immediately  after  this  follows  the  account  of  the 
Hunting  of  King  Edmund  on  the  Mendip  Hills,  and  the 
dissertation  on  the  supposed  origin  of  English  Boroughs, 
which  was  published  from  another  copy  by  Mr.  Smirke,  in 
the  Archaeological  Journal,  vol.  xxiii,  p.  224  :  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  Charter  of  King  John,  which,  it  will  be 
observed,  is  left  incomplete,  though  several  pages  of 
parchment  had  been  duly  prepared  for  the  continuation  of 
the  manuscript. 
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Temporibus  Adelstani,  Edmundi,  Edredi,  Edgari  et 
sancti  Edwardi,  alior'que  Regum  Anglie  antiquor' 
gubernafto  quidem  regni  hec  fuit;  videlicet  qd  per  con- 
silium sanctor'  Dunstani  et  Alphegi  alior'que  spec- 
tabilium  viror'  ordinatum  fuit  ut  fiere't  burgagia,  id 
est  maneria  sive  mansiones  regie,  nam  'Borw'  Anglice, 
latine  sonat  '  mansio '  seu  habitacio,  unde  in  presenti  foveas 
vulpium  appellamus  '  borvvys/  que  constructa  fuerunt 
diversis  in  locis  in  qualibet  regni  parte  prout  regie  mages- 
tati  tempus  et  loci  situs  commodi'  delectarent.  Et  eciam 
qd  fierent  Custodes  in  quolibet  Burgo,  qui  tunc  temporis 
vocabantur  <  Wardemen,'  idest  '  Porterewys '  Constabularii 
ceteriqu'  officiarii  qui  regio  nomine  ordinarent  victualia  : 
videlicet  frumentum  vinum  et  ordeum  oves  et  boves 
ceteraqu'  pecora  campi  et  volucres  celi  piscesque  marinos 
pro  tempore  quo  Rex  in  Burgo  prefixo  moram  cum  suis 
trahere  decretaret.  Namque  per  regni  consilium  assig- 
natum  erat  cuilibet  Burgo  tempus  certum  spaciumque 
temporis  q'mdiu  cum  suis  in  hujusmodi  demoraretur. 
Si  vero  contingeret  illuc  regem  non  adesse  tunc  omnia 
preordinata  in  f'oro  predicti  Burgi  venundari  deberent  et 
pecunia  inde  recepta  in  ffiscum  regium  per  officiarios  pre- 
dictos  inferri  liceret.  Preterea  per  dictum  consilium 
forent  villagia  per  circuitum  dict^  Burg'  adjacentia  in 
quibus  essent  villani  et  nativi  qui  terram  incolerent 
animaliaque  nutrirent  et  cetera  que  ad  opus  supradictum 
necessaria  forent  ad  victum  officiar'  burgor  supradictor.' 
Vixit  itaque  Rex  in  illis  diebus  de  propriis  dominiis  sive 
maneriis  sicut  ceteri  domini  modo  faciunt.  Et  hoc  omnino 
ne  regnum  inedie  gravamine  ineurreret. 

Interduin  vero  estivabant  Reges  circa  fforestam  de 
Minndep  venandi  gracia  in  qua  tunc  temporis  fuerunt 
cervi  non  pauci  ceterarumque  ferarum  genera  diversa. 
Nam,  ut  legitur  in  vita  Sancti  Dunstani,  Rex  Edmundus 
qui  Glastonie  requiescit  accessit  venaturus  ad  fforestam 
supradictam,  Burgo  regio  tunc  apud  Axebrygge  existente. 
Idem  vero  Rex  triduo  perantea  beatum  Dunstanum  a  curia 
sua  cum  magna  indignatione  ac  sine  honore  abjecerat  quo 
facto  Rex  in  silvam  venaturus  ivit.  Silva  autem  ipsa 
montem  magne  altitudinis  occupat.  Qui  mons  in  summitate 
sui  interruptus,  ingens  precipicium  et  horridum  abissum 
spectantibus  off'ert  quod  ab  incolis  Cedderclyff  appellatur. 
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Cum  ergo  fugitantem  cervu  Kex  hac  et  iliac  insequeretur, 
cervus  ad  preruptum  montis  hiatu  perveniens  introrsum 
ruit  ac  in  partes  discissus  interiit.  Insectantes  canes 
par  ruina  involvit.  Equus  autem  quern  Kex  sedebat 
ruptis  habenis  effrenis  effectus  obstinato  cursu  regem  post 
bestias  portat  et  ultimam  sortem  Regi  pre  se  patens 
baratrum  intentat.  Ille  trepidat  et  angustiatur.  Occurrit 
interim  a'i'o  ejus  injuria  Dunstano  nuper  illata.  Ingemuit 
et  se  q'm  citissime  illam  multiplici  emendatione  correc- 
turum,  solomodo  imminentem  sibi  mortem  ejus  meritis  ad 
horam  Deus  avertat,  Deo  celeri  mentis  sponsione  promittit. 
Cuju'  cordis  preparacionem  aur'  Dei  evestigio  audiens 
illius  misertus  est.  Equus  namque  illico  substitit  et 
Regem  a  periculo  mortis  liberatum  valde  magnificas  Dno 
grates  ex  intimo  cordis  persolvere. 

Inde  ad  hospicium,  s'  ad  Burgum  de  Axebrygge,  Kex 
adunatis  principibus  suis  rei  que  acciderat  ordinem  pandit 
et  Dunstanum  cum  honore  ac  reverencia  adduci  precepit 
et  eum  postea  fidelissimum  amicum  in  omnibus  habuit. 

Et  sic  in  Axebrygge  fuerunt  xxxij  burgences  quibus 
concessum  fuit  a  supradictis  regibus  jus  venandi  atque 
piscandi  in  omnibus  locis  warennis  exceptis,  videlicet  a 
loco  qui  dicitur  Kotellisasch  usque  ad  petram  que  vocatur 
le  JBlacston  in  mari  occidentali.  Et  de  predictis  xxxij 
burgencibus  fuerunt  xiiij  seniores  principales  qui  tunc 
vocabantur  Sokmanni  s.  4  Wardemen 3  sive  4  Alder- 
manni,'  ex  quibus  omni  anno  ipsimet  eligerent  unum  4  porte- 
reve,'  qui  modo  per  statutum  regium  4  Major 3  vocatur  et 
j  ballivum  et  ij  constabularios  ceterosque  officiarios 
qui  in  gubernatione  illius  Burgi  forent  necessarios  ut 
veniente  regio  Senescallo  in  festo  videlicet  Sancti  Michaelis 
facerent  coram  eodem  fidelitatem  Regi  et  regno  de  hujus- 
modi  gubernacione  et  de  pace  servanda ;  et  sic  villa  de 
Axebrygge  cum  manerio  de  Ceddir  fuit  pprium  dominium 
Kegis. 

Et  nota  quod  hec  duo  Maneria,  videlicet  Somerton  et 
Ceddir,  cum  apendiciis  suis  reddebant  firmam  unius  noctis 
tempore  Sancti  Edwardi  Kegis  et  Willielmi  conquestoris 
prout  patet  in  libro  qui  dicitur  Domysday,  folio  scdo, 
ubi  agitur  de  Comitat'  Somersete  sub  titulo  Terre  Kegis 
in  libro  supradicto  ubi  continet'  sic  : — "  Kex  tenet 
Ceddir.      Kex  Edwardus  tenuit.  nurnqm'  gildavit  nec 
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scitur  quot  hide  sunt  ibi.  Terra  est  viginti  car'  In 
dominio  sunt  tres  car'  et  duo  servi  et  unus  colibertus  et  xvij 
villani  et  xx  Bord'  cum  vij  car'  et  vij  gablatores  redd' 
xvij  solid'.  In  Alsebruge  triginta  et  duo  burgences  redd' 
xx  solid'  ibi  duo  Molini  red'  xij  solid'  et  vj  denar'  et  iij 
piscarie  redd'  x  solid'  et  xv  acre  prati,  pastura  j  leu'  longi- 
tudine  et  tantundem  lat'  redd,  per  annu  xxj  lib'  et  ij  denar' 
et  obulum  de  xx  mora  silva  ij  leu'  longitudine  et  dimid' 
latitudine.  De  hoc  Manerio  ten'  Gyso  Epc'  unu  mem- 
brum  Wetimore,  quod  ipse  tenuit  de  Rege  E.  pro  eo 
computat  Willms  Vicecomes  in  firma  Regis,  xij  lib 
unoquoque  anno.  De  ipso  Manerio  est  ablata  dimid' 
virgat'  terre  que  fuit  de  dominico  firma  Regis  E.  Robertus 
de  Otburguile  ten'  et  xv  denar'  val.  Hec  duo  Maneria 
Som'ton  et  Ceddir  cum  apendiciis  suis  reddebant  firmam 
unius  noctis  tempore  Regis  Sancti  Edwardi. 

Et  sic  Willms  Rex  et  omnes  successores  sui  Reges 
habuerunt  dictam  villam  de  Axebryg'  cum  manerio  de 
Ceddir  in  proprio  dominio  usque  ad  annum  quintum  Regis 
Johannis,  quo  anno  idem  Johannes  Rex  concessit  dictum 
Manerium  de  Ceddyr  cum  villa  de  Axebrygg'  et  hundredis 
de  Wyntestoke  et  Ceddyr  Hugoni  Archio"  Wellensi  pro 
xx  lib  ad  t'rminos  Michaelis  et  Pasche,  ut  patet  per  cartam 
seqentem. 

Johannes  dei  gracia  &c.  Sciatis  nos  dedisse  et  psenti 
carta  confirmasse  dil'c'o  nro  Hugoni  de  Well  Archid'  de 
Well  Maneria  de  Ceddra  et  Axbrygg'  cum  Hundredis  de 
Wintestok  et  de  Ceddra  et  cum  omibs  suis,  Habenda  et 
tenenda  ad  feodifirmam  sibi  et  hered'  suis  vel  illis  quibus 
concesserit  in  hereditatem  de  nob'  et  heredibus  nris 
inppetuu  respondendo  inde  ad  Scacc'  nrm  per  annu  de 
viginti  libr  nu'o'  pro  omi  servicio  et  demanda  videlicet  ad 
scacc'  sti  Mich'is  de  decern  libr'  n'u'o  et  ad  Scacc'  Pasch'  de 
decern  libr'  n'u'o  unde  solebat  respondi  ad  scacc'  per  vie' 
in  corpore  Com  Soms'  de  xvj.  li.  Blanc'  per  annu.  Quia 
volumus  et  firmiter  precipimus  qd  predictus  Hugo  et 
heredes  sui  vel  illi  quibus  ea  concesserit  in  hereditatem 
habeant  et  teneant  inppetuu  ad  feodifirmam  predicta 
maneria  cum  predictis  hundredis  et  mercato  de  Axbrygg' 
et  omnibus  aliis  pertin'  suis  libertatibus  et  liberis  consuetu- 
dinibus  in  t'ris  hominibus  redditibus  homag'  reveleviis 
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escaetis  custodiis  maritag'  et  omnibus  exitibus  in  Bosco  et 
piano  viis  et  semitis  pratis  et  pasturis  apris  marisc* 
aquis  et  molendinis  vinariis  et  stagnis  piscariis  et 
pumagiis  et  in  omibus  rebus  et  locis  cum  Soc  &  Sac  &  Toll 
et  Theam  et  Infangthef  et  utfangenthef  et  cum  quietancia 
de  passaug'  pontag'  Stallag'  Tailliag'  lestag'  et  Theloneo. 
Volum'  eciam  et  concedimus  qd  predictus  Hugo  et  heredes 
sui  vel  illi  quibus  predicta  maneria  concess'it  et  homines 
pdictor1  manerior'  numqm  ponantur  in  recogniciones  vel 
juratas  faciendas  et  qd  tarn  predVa  maneria  et  predVa 
hundreda  qm  omnes  homines  in  eis  manentes  sint  quiet' 
inppetuu  de  Sectis  Com  et  de  Sectis  Hundredor'  ad  vie' 
pertinentibus.  Et  de  Auxiliis  vie'  et  Ballivor'  suor'  Et 
precipim'  et  volum'  qd  nullus  vie'  vel  minister  ej'  se 
numqm  intromittat  de  eis  vel  ad  maneria  ilia  vel  ad  hundr' 
predta  vel  ad  homines  in  eis  manentes  manumittat  in  aliquo. 
Et  qd  sint  quieti  inppet'  de  pecunia  pro  murdro  danda.  Cum 
autem  placita  corone  ibidm  adven'it  per  Coronarios  Comt* 
Som'set  et  Ballivos  predictor  manerior'  et  hundredor' 
attachientur.  Et  cum  aliqui  prison es  capti  fuerint  in 
maneriis  et  hundredis  illis  quor'  Justic'  sp'aliter  ad  corona 
nram  pertineat,  liberentur  Vic'  Somset  vel  ministris  suis  ad 
eos  tenendos  et  custodiendos  quamdiu  in  prisona  esse 
debuerent.  Et  precipim^  super  forisfacturam  nram  qd  vie' 
vel  minister  ej'  qiicumq'  eis  oblati  fuerint  eos  sine  dilacione 
et  omi  excusacione  recipiant  et  custodiant.  Pecunia  itaque 
siqua  forte  nobis  debit''  in  predtis  maneriis  et  hundredis 
per  manu  Ballivor'  predictor'  manerior'  et  hundred'  colligi 
volum'  et  Vic'  Somset  

Note. — The  foregoing  extracts  have  been  given,  as  far  as 
possible,  literally  from  the  MS.,  and  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  alter  or  correct  the  obvious  errors  which  occur  in 
the  original. 


Ofliftint  <2{amp8. 


BY  MR.  G.  M.  ATKINSON. 


THERE  are  three  British  stations  on  the  Avon,  one 
at  Clifton,  and  two   on   the   Somersetshire  side 
opposite,  called  Bower  Walls,  and  Stokeleigh. 

That  on  Clifton  Hill  is  placed  on  the  highest  point  of  St. 
Vincent's  Rock,  which  rises  nearly  perpendicular  285  feet 
over  the  river  at  high  water.  It  consists  of  a  plot  of 
ground  on  the  very  top  of  the  hill,  now  covered  with  turf, 
and  containing  between  three  and  four  acres.  It  is  sur- 
rounded by  two  ditches,  which  form  three  aggers,  or 
ramparts.    The  inner  rampart  is  293  yards  in  circuit. 

It  rises  about  three  or  four  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
area,  probably  there  was  once  a  wall  upon  it.  When  the 
turf  is  removed,  a  quantity  of  lime  or  soft  loose  mortar  is 
seen  among  the  stones,  and  traced  to  the  depth  of  two  or 
three  feet,  and  a  slight  layer  of  charcoal  is  found  under  this 
mortar  in  some  places. 

The  ramparts  are  formed  in  most  places  by  digging  out 
the  natural  rock  and  finishing  with  earth,  or  loose  stones. 
The  entrance  is  on  the  north-eastern  side.  In  the  western 
corner  is  an  inclosure,  about  40  yards  square,  from  this 
corner,  a  foot-way  slopes  down  towards  the  river  with  a 
regular  descent,  and  in  this  place  at  low  water,  during 
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spring  tides,  the  river  may  be  easily  forded.  The  remains 
of  an  artificial  ford  founded  on  a  natural  ledge  of  rock,  is 
here  intended  to  form  a  communication  between  the  camps 
on  each  side  of  the  river.  On  quitting  the  river  there  may 
be  seen  a  piece  of  hard  road  leading  up  the  valley,  now 
called  the  Nightingale  Valley.  On  following  up  this 
valley,  the  other  two  camps  are  situated  on  the  very 
summit  of  the  precipices,  one  on  the  right,  and  the  other 
on  the  left  hand.  The  easternmost,  that  nearest  to  Bristol, 
is  called  Bower  Walls.  It  is  bounded  to  the  east  by  a 
precipice,  which  renders  all  artificial  defence  unnecessary, 
and  measures  about  270  yards.  The  northern  point  appears 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  nearest  point  of  Clifton 
Camp,  in  a  straight  line  across  the  river.  On  a  still  day  a 
man  may  speak  across.  It  is  about  the  same  distance 
across  the  valley  to  the  nearest  point  of  Stokeleigh  Camp. 
On  the  north-west  side  this  camp  is  bounded  by  another 
valley,  about  155  yards  long. 

These  precipices  are  connected  by  three  ramparts,  en- 
closing an  oval  space,  now  overgrown  with  forest  trees, 
and  containing  about  seven  acres.  The  highest  rampart 
was  about  18  feet  above  the  area  inside.  It  is  in  the 
parish  of  Ashton.  The  suspension  bridge  cuts  into  it  at 
Clifton.  Bower  Walls  is  synonymous  with  "Borough 
Walls,"  derived  from  Saxon  "Burgh,"  and  proves  that  the 
memory  of  habitation  there  had  reached  Saxon  times.* 

The  western  is  called  Stokeleigh  Camp,  it  measures 
280  feet,  and  is  calculated  to  contain  about  eight  acres. 
The  north  side  rests  on  the  precipice.  The  top  of  the 
rampart  is  from  10  to  14  feet  high  above  the  area,  and 
from  25  to  30  above  the  bottom  of  the  ditch,  and  over- 
grown with  forest  trees.  Beyond  this  ditch  is  another,  12 
*  See  the  plan  of  river  Avon,  and  three  camps. 
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feet  deep,  and  36  wide  ;  and  also  a  third.  These  ramparts 
and  ditches  gradually  sink  into  the  declivities  on  each  side. 
There  are  evidences  of  buildings  by  the  mounds,  stations 
for  signals  perhaps,  as  it  commands  an  extensive  prospect. 
Within  the  area,  near  the  north-western  entrance,  is  a 
Subsidence  of  the  ground,  perhaps  the  mouth  of  a  well. 
Somewhere  in  this  camp  (Barrett's  His.  p.  20),  was  once 
found  a  stone  with  a  hole  in  the  middle,  probably  a  hand- 
mill.  Of  the  three  camps,  Clifton  is  unquestionably  the 
parent  of  Bristol,  the  Caerodor,  and  by  the  Roman  coins 
found  down  the  hill  can  be  traced  the  expansion  of  the 
settlers.  It  is  strange  to  find  a  return  to  the  old  spot  now 
taking  place. 
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Abstract  of  description  given  by  the  Rev.  Prebendary  Scarth, 
of  the  construction  of  the  Ramparts,  with  general  observations 
on  the  methods  of  forming  them. 


THE  Ramparts  of  the  camp  on  the  river  Avon,  called 
Borough  Walls,  have  lately  been  destroyed  for  the 
purpose  of  building  villas. 

The  innermost  and  highest  of  the  three  Ramparts  which 
parted  the  camp  on  the  western  side,  is  formed  of  a 
compact  mass  of  concrete,  and  when  cut  through,  showed 
a  core  of  solid  lime,  and  burned  wood,  banked  up  on  each 
side  with  stones,  and  coated  with  turf.  When  the  work 
was  examined  as  the  process  of  removal  continued,  it  was 
evident  that  large  fires  had  been  kindled  at  intervals  of 
from  9  to  15  feet  apart,  and  covered  with  lime-stone 
which  was  calcined,  and  that  wood  and  stones  had  been 
burned  together  in  the  centre  of  the  wall,  while  the  sides 
were  banked  up  with  stone  and  earth.  This  had  become 
solid  by  the  infiltration  of  rain  water,  and  so  formed  a 
solid  core. 

Mr.  Scarth  then  went  on  to  describe  the  construction  of 
the  Ramparts  of  the  other  two  camps,  That  on  Clifton 
Down,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  at  present,  appeared  to 
have  been  similarly  constructed  to  that  at  Borough  Walls. 
The  Rampart  of  Stokeleigh  Camp  was  quite  perfect,  and 
did  not  shew  any  appearance  of  lime  having  been  used  in 
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its  construction,  but  no  section  had  been  exposed  at  any- 
time, so  as  to  exhibit  the  interior  of  the  Rampart. 

Having  described  the  situation  of  these  camps,  he  went 
on  to  classify  the  different  modes  of  construction  found 
in  the  Ramparts  of  camps  in  this  Island  under  six  heads. 

1.  The  simple  earthen  rampart  formed  by  casting  the 
earth  and  stone  out  of  the  ditch,  so  as  to  form  a  bank  on 
which  a  stockade  could  be  placed. 

2.  That  formed  of  loose  stones,  put  together  without  lime. 

3.  The  dry  walling,  where  the  stones  were  laid  in  regular 
order.  The  camp  on  Whorle  Hill,  at  Weston-super-Mare, 
exhibited  good  specimens  of  this  kind  of  entrenchment. 

4.  The  Rampart  where  the  core  was  formed  of  solid 
concrete,  as  at  Borough  Walls. 

5.  The  vitrified  forts  found  in  Scotland,  and  in  Brittany, 
where  the  Rampart  is  formed  of  blocks  of  granite  mixed 
with  timber,  and  coated  with  clay,  and  the  whole  having 
been  covered  with  heather,  and  then  set  on  fire,  has  become 
a  compact  mass  of  vitrified  scorium  by  the  fusing  of  the 
granite  and  the  hardening  of  the  clay.  Examples  of  this 
kind  of  Rampart  may  be  seen  at  Inverness, — on  Dunsinane 
Hill,  Perthshire, — at  Howden  Moor,  near  Jedburgh,  and 
other  places  in  Scotland. 

6.  The  Roman  construction  of  walls  where  bonding 
courses  of  brick  were  carried  at  intervals  through  the  wall, 
the  face  of  which  was  of  hewn  stone,  set  in  regular  course, 
but  the  interior  formed  of  concrete,  consisting  of  lime, 
powdered  brick,  and  small  stones. 

Mr.  Scarth  inclined  to  the  idea  that  the  camp  at  Borough 
Walls  was  a  rude  imitation  of  the  Roman  mode  of  con- 
structing their  fortified  city  walls,  and  probably  subsequent 
to  the  Roman  period. 


afxrtong  in  tin  ^im&ip, 

BY  MR.  GEORGE  SMITH,  SURGEON,  AXBRIDGE 

I HAVE  often  been  struck  with  the  marked  pecu- 
liarities of  some  of  the  individuals  I  have,  from 
time  to  time,  met  with  on  the  Mendip  Hills.  There  is,  in 
some  of  them,  a  mobility  of  frame  and  gracefulness  of 
action,  coupled  with  a  softness  and  refinement  of  manner, 
which  at  once  arrests  attention,  and  forces  the  conviction 
on  the  mind  that  they  must  be  of  French  extraction,  and 
such  on  enquiry  appears  to  be  the  case  ;  indeed  it  would 
seem  from  the  following  details  copied,  the  first  from  a 
monument  in  the  Church  of  Hinton  Blewitt,  and  the 
second  from  one  in  that  of  Axbridge,  that  such  is  the 
case  : — 

In  Memory  of 
Dr.  Lewis  Thiery,  who  was  born  in  France,  and  being 
persecuted,  for  true  religion  came  over  to  this  free  and 
happy  kingdom  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1650,  and  was 
buried  under  this  stone  about  the  year  1680.  He  had 
by  his  wife,  Grace,  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  who  were, 
most  of  them,  buried  near  this  place.  Bevis  Thiery, 
hosier,  one  of  the  sons  of   the  above  Lewis  and  Grace, 
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died  at  Coley,  and  was  interred  here,  23rd  April,  1746, 
aged  82  years.  He  had  by  his  wife  Mary  three  sons, 
Richard,  Lewis,  and  Bevis;  and  five  daughters,  Grace, 
Hannah,  Dorothea,  Mary,  and  Betty,  who  all  lived  to  be 
married,  and  left  a  numerous  offspring. 

Dorothea,  who  was  the  last  of  that  line,  died  at  Lytton, 
and  was  burried  here  the  24th  of  November,  1788,  aged  88 
years.  She  lived  to  see  sixty-four  great  grand  children, 
forty-four  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  by  her  particular 
request  eight  of  her  grandsons  carried  her  to  her  grave. 

The  above  family,  though  not  all  of  them  possessed  of 
abundant  riches,  lived  well  by  honest  industry  ;  respected 
by  their  superiors  and  equals,  and  beloved  by  all  men. 
Reader, 

Let  their  bright  examples  provoke  thy  imitation. 

Near  this  place,  in  hopes  of  a  blessed  resurrection, 
lyes  the  remains  of  the  late  Rev.  Elias  Rebothier,  who 
was  rector  of  this  parish  (Axbridge)  forty-five  years. 
Dyed  19th  December,  176-5,  aged  88  years.  He  was  born 
at  St.  John  De  Gardonnengue  in  the  Cevannes,  in  the 
province  of  Langudock,  and  at  the  great  persecution  of 
Protestants  in  France  fled  from  that  place  and  left  his 
family,  fortune  and  friends  to  seek  after  the  most  pure 
religion  of  the  Church  of  England.  He  followed  his 
studies  for  some  time  in  Geneva,  Holland,  and  Germany, 
and  after  enduring  many  hardships  and  vicissitudes  of 
fortune  he  came  to  England,  where  he  was,  by  that  great 
and  good  prelate,  George  Hooper,  Lord  Bishop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  taken  into  his  palace  as  chaplain,  and  promoted 
to  many  favours  in  the'  Church  by  his  Lordship. 

Though  nearly  two  hundred  years  have  elapsed  since 
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these  men  took  up  their  abode  in  this  country,  and 
although  the  marriages  have  been  exclusively  English, 
there  are  still  evident  tokens  of  the  peculiarities  of  their 
race  amongst  them.  Many  of  the  surnames  are  no  doubt 
lost,  still  the  Thierrys  and  Maugres  are  represented  by 
Thiery  and  Moger  of  the  present  day  ;  and  the  prefix  of 
Lewis  (Louis)  is  not  uncommon.  Moreover  the  Thierys 
and  their  descendants  are  taken  from  Charter  House  to 
Hinton  Blewitt  for  interment  to  the  present  day. 


d^rl^g  of  M  Uftyniip. 


BY  CHARLES  MOORE,  T.G.S. 


ONE  of  the  advantages  connected  with  Geological 
investigation  to  him  who  pursues  the  science  arises 
from  the  fact  that,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  he  may 
be  placed,  there  is  certain  to  be  open  to  him  many  points 
of  interest,  either  physical  or  otherwise,  upon  which  the 
imagination  may  be  exercised.  Whether  he  be  inves- 
tigating the  extended  plains  of  our  alluvial  or  tertiary 
deposits,  or  the  table  lands  of  the  chalk  or  oolite,  or  the 
low  levels  occupied  by  the  liassic  deposits,  or  his  look-out 
be  from  one  of  the  glorious  peaks  of  the  carboniferous 
limestone  or  the  old  red  sandstone  of  the  Mendip  Hills, 
many  questions  crowd  upon  him,  and  he  has  to  endeavour 
to  realise,  as  far  as  possible,  amongst  other  points,  the 
physical  history  of  the  district  at  its  several  epochs ;  the 
relative  ages  of  the  beds,  and  their  connection  with  one 
another  ;  the  evidences  they  may  present  of  unconform- 
ability  and  disturbance  ;  what  mineral  wealth  they  contain, 
and  also  the  palaeontological  treasures  the  deposits  may 
severally  yield  on  a  patient  investigation  of  their  contents. 

I  believe  there  is  no  county  in  England  which  is  privi- 
leged to  possess  so  much  Geological  variety  as  the  county 
of  Somerset,  and  resulting  chiefly  from  this,  I  am  certain 
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there  is  not  one,  which  presents  so  great  an  amount  of 
pataontological  interest.  On  both  these  points  the  Ax- 
bridge  district,  in  which  this  year  the  society  assembles, 
will  afford  ample  illustrations.  Before  noticing  these  more 
in  detail,  let  me  mention  the  different  geological  formations 
found,  within  the  borders  of  the  county,  some  of  which  are 
in  no  part  of  the  world  to  be  studied  under  more  favourable 
conditions — Alluvial  deposits,  recent  marine  beds,  post 
glacial  drifts  and  clays,  chalk,  chalk  marl,  upper  green 
sand,  gault  (?),  lower  green  sand,  Kimmeridge  clay,  coral 
rag,  Oxford  clay,  cornbrash,  forest  marble,  great  oolite, 
fullers'  earth,  inferior  oolite,  upper  lias,  middle  lias,  lower 
lias,  the  Khastic  beds,  new  red  sandstone,  dolomitic  con- 
glomerate, coal  measures,  millstone  grit,  carboniferous  lime- 
stone, Devonian  beds,  old  red  sandstone,  eruptive  basalts. 
This  lengthened  list  of  geological  formations,  therefore, 
shows,  what  I  doubt  cannot  be  said  for  any  other  county, 
|  that  in  Somerset,  with  the  exception  of  the  tertiary  beds, 
the  Wealden,  the  Portland  oolite,  and  the  Silurian  strata, 
and  those  following,  every  Geological  horizon  is  represented 
in  it. 

The  great  geological  feature  not  only  of  the  district  in 
which  the  society  meets,  but  also  of  the  county  of  Somerset, 
centres  in  the  fine  range  of  the  Mendip  Hills,  which  are 
chiefly  composed  of  the  old  red  sandstone,  and  the  car- 
boniferous limestone,  whose  physical  elevation  has  tended 
in  a  very  considerable  degree  to  influence  and  modify  many 
of  the  younger  stratified  deposits  by  which  they  are  seen 
to  be  surrounded.  The  Mendips  commence  on  the  east 
near  Frome,  where  in  this  direction  they  pass  under  and 
are  covered  up  by  secondary  rocks,  and  from  thence  con- 
tinue through  the  centre  of  the  county  for  a  distance  of 
35  miles,  forming  the  boundary  on  the  south,  of  the 
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Somersetshire  coal  field.  They  have  on  their  southern 
escarpments  the  towns  of  Sbepton-Mallet,  Wells,  Cheddar, 
Axbridge,  and  Weston-super-Mare.  From  the  latter  point 
the  beds  of  which  they  are  composed  cross  the  channel, 
and  are  found  skirting  the  South  Wales  coal  field,  their 
western  extension  being  near  the  town  of  Bridgend. 
The  old  red  sandstone  is  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Mendip  range,  and  makes  its  appearance  near  Frome 
in  a  narrow  belt  at  Oldford,  with  an  equally  narrow 
strip  of  carboniferous  limestone  resting  against  it,  both 
formations  at  this  place  being  very  much  disturbed  and 
contorted.  The  old  red  sandstone  has  then  its  greatest 
superficial  development  to  the  north  of  Cranmore  and 
Shepton  Mallet,  where  it  is  continuous  for  several  miles,  it 
having  been  brought  up  through  the  carboniferous  lime- 
stone, by  which  it  is  bounded  both  to  the  north  and  south, 
the  whole  of  the  rocks  forming  an  anticlinical,  the  beds  of 
which  dip  in  either  direction  at  a  very  considerable  angle. 
The  old  red  is  then  found  at  Pen  Hill,  and  North  Hill,  near 
Priddy,  beyond  which  it  is  covered  up  by  a  large  superficial 
development  of  carboniferous  limestone,  which  separates 
the  formation  from  the  Black  Down  Hills  above  Axbridge, 
the  most  westerly  point  the  old  red  sandstone  reaches  in 
this  district.  The  carboniferous  limestones  are  continuous 
throughout  the  range,  resting  sometimes  vertically,  and 
always  at  high  inclinations  upon  the  sides  of  the  equally 
inclined  old  red  beds,  having  their  greatest  breadth  of  six 
miles  north  of  Wookey,  or  from  liodney  Stoke  towards 
Blagdon,  including  in  their  area  Stoke  Warren,  Priddy, 
Charter  House,  and  Ubley.  To  the  west  the  limestones 
continue  in  two  spurs,  embracing  the  old  red  of  the  Black 
Down  Hills,  the  one  to  the  north  passing  by  way  of  Bur- 
rington,  Sandford,  and  Banwell,  that  to  the  south  including 
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the  Cheddar  Cliffs,  Shutshelve  Hill  above  Axbridge,  and 
Wavering  Down  above  Compton,  Crook's  Peak  at  this 
point  yielding  one  of  the  most  interesting  panoramic  views 
that  can  be  imagined,  and  from  which  the  greater  part  of 
the  physical  geology  of  the  county  may  be  gathered. 
Beyond  this  may  be  seen  the  isolated  outcrops  of  the  car- 
boniferous limestones  of  the  Bleadon  and  Worle  Hills,  with 
Brean  Down  and  the  Steep,  and  Flat  Holmes  in  mid- 
channel.  The  older  rocks  of  which  I  have  been  speaking 
form  the  boundary  within  the  borders  of  which,  so  far  as 
we  at  present  know,  the  coal  measures  are  confined.  The 
outlines  of  the  Somersetshire  and  Gloucestershire  car- 
boniferous series  by  the  outcrops  of  the  carboniferous 
limestone  are  on  the  whole  very  well  defined.  Even  on  its 
eastern  border,  where  only  any  doubt  can  exist,  and  where 
the  carboniferous  limestones  are  generally  covered  up  by 
later  deposits,  its  area  may  still  be  traced,  as  it  is  known 
that  the  carboniferous  limestone  occurs  under  the  secondary 
beds  at  Batheaston,  and  at  the  surface  over  very  small 
areas  at  Grammar  rocks  near  Bath,  and  at  Wick  and  Cod- 
rington  in  Gloucestershire,  Cromhall  being  their  northern 
extremity,  whilst  the  grand  escarpments  of  the  Mendips 
form  their  southern  boundary.  It  is  true  that  whilst  we 
have  the  carboniferous  limestones  of  this  range  dipping 
rapidly  to  the  south,  on  its  eastern  side  passing  under  the 
oolite  and  lias,  in  the  Axbridge  and  Cheddar  districts  they 
apparently  pass  under  the  moor  lands  towards  Bridgwater 
and  Cannington,  near  that  town,  where  there  is  a  small 
outcrop  of  limestone,  which  until  lately  was  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  carboniferous  series,  in  which  case  it  would 
indicate  the  continuation  of  these  beds  in  that  direction  ; 
but  it  has  lately  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Etheridge,  though 
with  some  doubt,  that  the  Cannington  limestone  is 
of  Devonian  age. 
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The  question  of  the  continuance  of  the  coal  measures 
south  of  the  Mendips  is  one  surrounded  by  very  considerable 
difficulty.  Under  any  circumstances,  though  I  should  not 
be  sanguine  of  success  and  should  rather  incline  to  the 
opinion  that  workable  coal  would  not  be  found  in  that 
direction,  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  the  Somerset- 
shire landed  proprietors  should  combine  and  provide  a  fund, 
which]  with  the  improved  means  now  attained  for  boring 
operations  need  not  be  a  very  large  one,  in  order  to  settle 
a  point  which,  if  successful,  would  not  only  be  of  great 
importance  to  themselves  but  to  the  country  generally.  I 
shall  presently  point  out  some  of  the  difficulties  they  would 
have  to  meet,  but  they  chiefly  resolve  themselves  into  a 
question  of  cost,  and  nothing  would  give  me  greater 
pleasure,  as  soon  as  they  are  ready,  than  to  offer  them  any 
assistance  I  can  render  as  hon.  consulting  engineer,  keeping 
them  informed  of  their  prospects  as  their  mining  operations 
proceed.  The  coal  measures  which  overlie  the  carbonifer- 
ous limestone  are  in  the  Somersetshire  basin  calculated  at 
the  enormous  thickness  of  12,000  feet.  In  a  paper  I  have  1 
lately  published  on  u  the  Abnormal  Conditions  of  the 
secondary  deposits  when  connected  with  the  Somersetshire 
and  South  Wales  Coal  Basins,"  I  have  suggested  that  it 
was  probable  the  carboniferous  limestone,  which  is  now 
seen  to  surround  our  coal  fields,  formed  the  edges  of  an 
attol-like  basin,  within  which  the  vegetation  flourished 
from  which  the  coal  has  been  derived.  It  is  certain  that 
with  our  carboniferous  deposits  there  have  been  many 
mixed,  or  rather  alternating  physical  conditions  of  the  area 
within  which  they  are  found,  which  have  not  yet  been 
satisfactorily  worked  out.  Take  for  example  one  of  the 
coal  beds  on  the  north  of  the  Mendips.  There  are  there 
found  on  a  single  horizon  of  only  a  few  feet  or  inches  in 
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thickness,  indications  of  a  land  area,  from  the  vegetation 
of  which  it  has  been  probably  formed  ;  this  may  be  suc- 
ceeded by  shales  or  other  deposits  of  greater  or  less 
thickness,  in  which  there  may  be  traces  of  either  marine  or 
brackish  water  organic  remains.  The  land  again  emerges 
from  the  water  and  is  once  more  clothed  with  vegetation, 
and,  with  the  same  physical  conditions  repeated  from  time 
to  time,  still  higher  coal  beds  are  deposited,  each  in  its  turn 
being  covered  up  by  interposed  shales  or  other  deposits 
which  have  been  brought  into  the  area  by  the  continued 
depression  of  the  district  in  which  they  have  been  accumu- 
lated. No  doubt  some  of  the  beds  were  deposited  more 
or  less  rapidly,  though  this  could  not  be  the  case  with  the 
|  coal  itself.  It  has  been  calculated  that  the  vegetation 
I  necessary  to  the  formation  of  one  yard  of  coal  would,  even 
I  in  the  tropics,  take  a  thousand  years  in  its  growth.  If  this 
*  calculation  be  anything  like  correct,  we  shall  require 
thousands  of  years  for  the  formation  of  the  true  coal  beds 
.  alone,  which  in  the  Somersetshire  coal  field  are  about 
jj  twenty-four  feet  in  thickness,  and  if  so,  what  date  are  we 
to  assign  to  the  intercalated  shales  and  rocks  of  which  the 
carboniferous  series  a  few  miles  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Mendips  is  in  great  part  composed  ?.  In  illustration  of  the 
period  that  might  be  occupied  in  the  formation  of  some  of 
the  coal  series,  I  may  mention  an  incident  which  has  just 
occurred  to  myself.  Lately  I  found  several  minute  seeds 
of  a  coniferous  plant  named  Flemingites  gracilis,  in  a  lead 
mine  in  Yorkshire,  next  I  found  it  in  the  carboniferous 
series  in  Staffordshire,  and  lately,  when  visiting  the  Rad- 
stock  coal  works,  I  discovered  a  bed  of  shale  almost 
entirely  composed  of  this  little  seed  alone.  Although  as  I 
have  above  indicated  there  must  have  been  a  continued 
depression  of  the  area  within  which  the  coal  measures 
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were  being  deposited,  the  fact  that  the  same  thin  veins  of 
coal  are  generally  to  be  traced  over  the  whole  coal  field  is 
sufficient  to  show  that  there  were  uniform  periods  of  rest 
within  which  the  same  conditions  everywhere  prevailed  ; 
what  those  several  physical  conditions  were,  will  still  afford 
ample  scope  for  the  imagination  of  geologists. 

But  I  want  once  more  to  return  to  the  Mendip  Hills, 
and  to  refer  to  some  most  interesting  phenomena,  which 
appear  to  have  occurred  after  the  close  of  the  coal  period. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  old  red  sandstone,  the 
carboniferous  limestone,  and  the  coal  beds  within  the  basin 
were  laid  down  horizontally,  and  that  their  present  physical 
elevation  has  been  due  to  subsequent  uplifting  by  volcanic 
agency.  Whatever  doubt  there  might  be  of  former 
changes  there  can  be  none  regarding  the  cause  of  their 
elevation,  the  time  it  was  effected,  and  the  modifications 
that  have  been  caused  thereby,  especially  to  Somersetshire 
geology.  The  rocks  which  form  the  Mendip  Hills,  and 
including  the  coal  measures  also  which  have  been  brought 
up  by  the  same  movement,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  30,000  feet  in  thickness.  Their  length,  from  near 
Frome  to  Weston,  where  they  cross  the  channel,  to  beyond 
Bridgend  in  South  Wales,  where  the  carboniferous  lime- 
stone terminates,  is  about  72  miles.  Meeting  as  we  do  at 
the  foot  of  this  mountain  chain,  and  seeing,  as  we  shall 
in  our  excursion,  the  magnificent  Cheddar  gorge,  the  Bur- 
rington  Coombe,  and  the  other  ravines  that  have  been 
caused  by  the  elevation  of  this  chain  of  hills,  you  may  the 
more  readily  imagine  the  enormous  forces  exerted  in  early 
geological  periods  by  such  convulsions.  Grand,  indeed, 
as  compared  with  their  present  appearance,  must  have  been 
the  ragged  peaks  of  the  rocks  as  they  were  first  brought 
up  from  the  ocean's  depth,  since  which  time  through  long 


42 


PAPERS,  ETC. 


geological  ages  they  have  been  modified  by  denudation 
and  other  causes.  So  great  has  been  the  power  of  denud- 
ing forces,  especially  to  the  east,  that  the  dense  limestone 
of  the  range,  which  must  have  gone  up  into  peaks  of  con- 
siderable elevation,  have  been  worn  down  quite  horizontal, 
much  of  the  material  thus  removed  forming  the  conjoin- 
erates  along  the  Mendip  range  and  covering  up  the  coal 
within  the  basin.  The  presence  of  the  agent,  by  whose 
power  this  has  been  effected,  is  to  be  found  in  a  basaltic 
dyke  near  Stoke  Lane,  under  the  Kidgeway  and  one  of  the 
most  elevated  portions  of  the  Mendips.  A  north  and 
south  section  there  shews  the  protrusions  of  the  volcanic 
matter,  and  that  the  old  red  sandstone  and  the  carbonifer- 
ous limestone  have  been  brought  up  vertically  by  it,  and 
as  the  convulsion  was  subsequent  to  the  coal  period  those 
beds  have  been  equally  affected  thereby.  Nothing  in 
geological  history  can  be  clearer  than  the  time  when  the 
Mendip  hills  were  up-lifted.  The  fact  that  no  beds  subse- 
quent to  the  coal  measures  have  been  disturbed,  and  that 
all  the  secondary  formations  which  repose  on  them  on 
either  side  of  the  Mendips  are  horizontal,  shew  that  the 
date  of  the  volcanic  movement  is  to  be  fixed  at  about  the 
middle  or  latter  part  of  the  triassic  era. 

The  uplifting  of  the  Mendips,  I  have  before  remarked, 
has  tended  very  much  to  modify  the  general  geology  of 
the  district,  and  I  know  of  no  part  of  the  world  in  which 
there  are  so  many  interesting  physical  phenomena  to  be 
studied.  In  my  paper  before  referred  to,  and  from  which 
I  am  compelled  to  quote,  I  have  suggested  that,  through 
the  greater  part  of  geological  time  since  the  coal  measures 
the  Mendips  have  presented  an  island  barrier,  which  to  a 
great  extent  has  prevented  the  irruption  of  the  secondary 
seas  within  the  coal  basin  to  the  north,  and  I  have  given 
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comparative  sections  which  I  think  clearly  establish  this 
fact.  I  have  shown  that  whilst  on  the  south  of  the 
Mendips  there  have  been  deep  sea  deposits,  in  which  the 
secondary  beds  attain  very  considerable  thickness,  on  the 
north  they  are  often  entirely  wanting  or  have  a  very 
insignificant  development  which  the  following  table  will 
show  : — 


Without  coal 

Within  coal 

basin 

basin 

Triassic  beds 

2,000 

50 

Rhastic  beds 

50 

50 

Lower  lias 

700 

2 

Middle  and  upper 

lias  500 

42 

Inferior  oolite 

170 

25 

3,420 

169 

This  comparison,  as  showing  the  different  physical  con- 
ditions under  which  the  beds  on  either  side  of  the  Mendips 
were  deposited,  is  most  instructive.  The  new  red  sand- 
stone in  a  coal  boring  at  Compton  Dundon,  was  sunk  into 
for  600  feet,  whilst  within  the  coal  basin  the  dolomitic 
conglomerates  and  the  "  red  ground  "  are  often  under  50 
feet,  and  in  a  very  curious  section  of  the  lower  lias  at 
Munger  less  than  two  feet  represents  this  important  for- 
mation, which  sometimes  numbers  to  the  south  many 
hundred  separate  beds.  These  facts  will  serve  to  show 
that  in  any  attempts  made  to  discover  coal  in  the  latter 
direction  great  care  must  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
suitable  spots  for  experiment.  Another  point  of  interest 
which  I  have  only  recognised  along  the  flanks  of  the 
Mendips,  and  their  continuation  through  South  Wales,  is 
that  when  the  secondary  rocks  come  in  contact  with  those 
of  earlier  ages  or  lie  in  any  small  basins  on  their  surface 
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they  present  all  the  conditions  of  an  ancient  coast  line,  and 
are  so  changed  in  their  general  character,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  recognize  them  as  the  equivalent  of  liassic  or 
other  beds,  that  were  deposited  under  ordinary  or  more 
tranquil  circumstances,  in  the  deeper  seas  beyond.  Thus 
towards  Frome,  and  at  Shepton  Mallet,  the  Rheetic  beds 
are  composed  of  a  dense  conglomerate  analogous  to  the 
pebbly  coast  line  of  our  present  shores,  and  occasionally  con- 
tain an  association  of  remains  of  several  geological  periods. 
Thus  in  one  block  I  have  a  vertebra  of  Plesiosaurus,  Acro- 
dus  teeth,  Avicula  contorta,  of  Hhsetic  age,  and  Encrinites 
of  the  age  of  the  carboniferous  limestone.  The  liassic 
beds  also,  where  their  edges  meet  the  carboniferous  lime- 
stone, are  likewise  conglomeratic,  and  the  beds  are  litho- 
logically  different,  presenting  a  white  or  crystalline  aspect 
instead  of  the  usually  dense  gray  or  blue  appearance  under 
which  they  are  otherwise  found.  At  Harptree  these  beds 
are  very  siliceous,  and,  but  for  their  fossils,  would  be 
difficult  to  recognise  as  belonging  to  the  liassic  series. 
These  facts  I  think  assist  in  the  conclusion  that  the  Mendip 
range  was  at  the  time  of  the  deposition  of  the  secondary 
beds  an  island  barrier,  producing  abnormal  conditions  of 
deposition  when  the  latter  beds  came  within  its  influence. 
Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  I  must  refer  to 
another  most  interesting  point,  which  is  not  only  intimately 
connected  with  the  Mendips  but  is  also  a  new  feature  in 
Geological  phenomena.  I  allude  to  the  age  and  mode  of 
the  mineral  deposits  in  its  area.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  carboniferous  limestones  which  form  an  anticlinical 
from  their  original  line  of  elevation,  dip  more  or  less 
rapidly  to  the  south  under  the  secondary  rocks.  Over  a 
large  surface  of  the  sea  bottom  they  formed  the  floor  of 
the  ancient  ocean  to  the  south  when  the  Rhastic  and  liassic 
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beds  were  being  deposited,  and  we  have  the  curious  fact 
that  in  consequence  of  some  physical  disturbance  they  then 
became  fissured  and  received  within  their  walls  not  only 
the  organic  remains  that  were  then  living,  but  also  various 
minerals  of  the  same  period,  with  which  in  the  veins  they 
are  now  to  be  found  associated.  In  consequence  of  this? 
whenever  a  vein  of  whatever  breadth  is  met  with  in  the 
carboniferous  limestone  of  the  Mendips,  it  may  fairly  be 
inferred  that  the  vein  is  either  of  Rhsetic  or  liassic  age, 
which  is  often  to  be  clearly  established  by  the  presence  of 
remains  of  those  periods.  A  complete  network  of  veins 
and  fissures  in  this  way  occupies  the  whole  line  of  the 
Mendip  Hills,  some  of  which,  of  considerable  breadth,  are 
to  be  traced  for  some  distance.  In  one  open  section  at 
Holwell  fifteen  of  these  are  present,  nearly  one-third  of 
what  was  supposed  to  be  carboniferous  limestone  belonging 
to  the  younger  age.  A  good  example  again  occurs  in  a 
wide  vein  at  Gurney  Slade,  where  in  a  quarry  of  carbon- 
iferous limestone  the  vein  infilling  has  been  left  standing 
up  like  a  wall  with  liassic  shells  in  its  matrix,  shewing  the 
hematite  iron  ore  there  seen  to  be  also  contemporaneous. 
Other  examples  might  be  mentioned,  but  I  shall  only  refer 
to  the  one  of  greatest  interest  which  happens  to  be  at 
Charter  House,  within  a  few  miles  of  where  wre  are  assem- 
bled, and  which  will  be  visited  in  one  of  the  excursions. 

On  the  carboniferous  limestone  table  land  at  this  place 
a  shaft  has  been  sunk  for  the  discovery  of  lead  ore,  and  I 
was  surprised  to  find  at  its  mouth  blue  clay  and  conglom- 
erates containing  organic  remains  of  the  age  of  the  lower 
lias,  a  formation  not  to  be  found  within  some  miles 
of  the  spot.  This  came  from  the  bottom  of  the  mine  at  a 
depth  of  270  feet.  It  affords  another  remarkable  illus- 
tration of  the  liassic  seas  having  occupied  the  fissures  of 
vol.  XV.,  1868-9,  PART  II.  F 
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older  formations,  and  from  the  fact  that  this  liassic  infilling 
is  found  either  below  or  associated  with  the  minerals  in 
the  vein,  it  proves  conclusively  that  the  latter  are  of  liassic 
age.  Mixed  with  a  few  species  of  organic  remains  from  the 
carboniferous  limestone,  not  less  than  eighty  five  species  of 
the  age  of  the  lias  were  obtained,  some  of  these  being  of 
the  highest  palaeontological  interest.  The  genera  Helix, 
Proserpina  and  Vertigo  thus  found  are  with  one  exception 
the  oldest  land  shells,  and  Valvata,  Hydrobia  and  Planorbis 
the  oldest  freshwater  genera  ever  discovered. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  minerals  I  should 
remark  that  in  what  are  mapped  as  dolomitic  conglomer- 
ates to  the  north  of  Axbridge,  at  Kowberrow,  and  Ship- 
ham,  large  quantities  of  calamine  were  formerly  extracted, 
and  hematite  iron  ores  occur  at  Wrington  and  other 
localities.  These  conglomerates  usually  fill  up  basins  in 
the  limestone  or  rest  against  their  sides,  but  owing  to  their 
not  yielding  any  organic  remains  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
their  exact  age.  It  is  not  improbable  they  are  younger 
than  has  been  supposed,  especially  as  it  is  seen  that  the 
other  minerals  of  the  district  are  of  a  later  date. 

Whilst  within  the  coal  basin  to  the  north  of  the 
Mendips,  as  I  have  before  intimated,  there  is  an  extraor- 
dinary thinning  out  of  all  the  secondary  deposits,  on  the 
south  and  south-west  the  beds  above  the  coal,  where  they 
have  been  clearly  deposited  in  deeper  seas  an d  beyond  the 
modifying  influences  exercised  by  the  Mendip  range, 
assume  their  normal  conditions  and  attain  great  thickness. 

The  triassic  beds  have  not  a  large  superficial  develop- 
ment, from  the  fact  that  they  are  to  a  great  extent  covered 
by  the  lias  or  by  the  moorlands  of  the  district.  The 
upper  beds  of  the  new  red  sandstone  can  be  best  studied 
along  the  lines  of  the  numerous  escarpments  by  which  the 
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moorlands  are  generally  surrounded,  especially  to  the 
north  of  Wedmore,  on  the  south  flanks  of  the  Polden 
Hills,  and  around  Somerton.  In  ascending  from  the  upper 
beds  of  the  new  red  sandstone,  usually  seen  at  the  base  of 
these  escarpments,  the  Eheetic  beds  may  generally  be 
detected,  their  upper  horizon  being  bounded  by  the  cream- 
coloured  beds  of  what  have  been  termed  the  "  white  lias/' 
but  which  are  now  included  in  the  Phaatic  series.  These 
beds  in  the  south-west  of  England,  as  I  have  shown  in  my 
paper  on  the  u  Avicula  contorta  and  Rhastic  series/'  form- 
ing a  most  marked  and  persistent  horizon  between  the 
lower  lias  and  the  new  red  sandstone.  Probably  in  no 
part  of  the  world  are  the  beds  of  the  lower  lias  more 
finely  developed  than  in  this  direction.  Instead  of  the 
altered  conditions  they  present  when  they  meet  the  out- 
crop of  the  older  Mendip  rocks  against  which  they  rest  as 
they  pass  into  the  deeper  ocean,  the  uniformity  of  their 
depositions  is  most  remarkable.  If  a  good  typical  section 
of  lias  be  carefully  studied  it  may  be  seen  not  only  that 
the  beds  present  certain  lithological  distinctions,  and  are 
of  varying  thickness,  but  that  almost  every  bed  has  its 
peculiar  assemblage  of  organic  remains,  and  these  condi- 
ditions  throughout  the  south-west  of  England  are  so 
persistent  they  are  to  be  recognised  in  every  liassic  quarry 
over  an  area  of  hundreds  of  square  miles.  The  horizons 
of  the  middle  and  upper  lias  are  in  this  district  but  feebly 
developed  in  the  solitary  island  in  the  moor  towards 
Bridgwater  of  Brent  Knoll,  in  the  Tor  Hill  at  Glaston- 
bury, and  in  its  continuation  in  the  Pennard  Hills,  whilst 
the  inferior  oolite,  but  for  a  thin  capping  on  the  Tor  Hill, 
would  be  scarcely  represented.  From  this  date,  as  we 
have  none  of  the  secondary  or  higher  tertiary  deposits, 
the  revolutions  recorded  on  the  leaves  of  the  great  stone 
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book  have  been  entirely  obliterated  in  this  district,  and  we 
come  to  the  later  pages  of  the  world's  most  wonderful 
history.  On  it  are  recorded  changes,  which  in  the  Mendip 
district,  and  for  our  own  county  have  their  special  interest. 
I  allude  to  the  period  of  the  post  pliocene  deposits,  within 
which  are  included  most  of  our  superficial  gravels,  and  the 
infillings  of  our  limestone  caverns,  with  the  abundant 
remains  of  extinct  mammalia  they  contain. 

These  bring  us  forward  from  the  time  when  shoals  of 
Ichthyosauri  and  Plesiosauri  swarmed  in  the  seas  which 
washed  the  base  of  the  Mendip  Hills,  to  the  remote  but 
still  more  recent  one  when  the  liassic  sea  bottom  had 
become  dry  land,  and  the  cave  lion,  the  rhinoceros,  the 
hyaana,  the  elephant,  the  wolf,  the  musk  sheep,  and  other 
extinct  animals  swarmed  in  the  district,  roaming  through 
its  tangled  forests,  and  retreating  to  the  caves  of  Banwell, 
Hutton,  Loxton,  and  Vrookey,  and  others  not  yet  dis- 
covered, where  their  remains  are  now  so  abundantly  found. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  at  this  time  the  general  physical 
contour  of  the  country  was  very  similar  to  the  present. 
The  Mendip  range  stood  out  as  boldly  as  at  this  day,  and 
the  various  islands  of  new  red  sandstone  and  lias  in  the  low 
ground  occupied  the  positions  in  which  they  are  now  found. 
So  recently  in  geological  time  was  this  great  change 
effected,  it  must  have  been  within  the  period  when  the 
human  race  existed,  for  there  can  now  be  no  doubt  that 
man  was  contemporaneous  with  these  extinct  mammalia. 
It  is  also  certain  that  many  of  the  shells  which  are  found 
associated  with  their  remains  have  lived  on  to  the  present 
time  ;  and  yet  within  this  comparatively  short  Geological 
period  what  revolutions  must  have  occurred  in  this  imme- 
diate district.  Its  climate  has  changed  from  a  temperate 
to  that  of  an  arctic  one,  and  has  again  returned  to  its 
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former  condition,  and  within  this  yesterday  of  geological 
time  an  arctic  fauna  existed  and  has  passed  away.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  by  an  eminent  mathematician  to 
fix  the  date  of  the  last  great  change,  who  has  calculated 
two  periods  of  great  cold,  in  which  we  had  arctic  climates 
in  this  latitude,  one  of  which  he  shews  extended  from 
980,000  to  720,000  years  ago,  the  other  from  about  240,000 
to  80,000  years  ago,  and  should  his  calculation  be  correct, 
we  must  carry  back  man's  advent  and  that  of  the  extinct 
mammalia,  since  which  no  great  physical  change  has  occurred 
in  the  Mendip  district,  to  at  least  the  lesser  of  the  above 
periods.  When  I  remark  that  the  great  physical  outlines 
of  the  Mendips  and  the  country  beyond  were  in  glacial 
and  post-glacial  times  much  what  they  are  at  present,  it 
does  not  follow  that  there  have  not  been  since  those 
periods  influences  at  work  which  have  to  some  extent  been 
modifying  and  altering  the  condition  of  the  district.  It  is 
impossible  for  instance  to  say  how  far  the  waters  which 
now  occupy  the  Bristol  channel  have  encroached  over  the 
low  levels  ;  possibly  they  reached  nearly  to  the  foot  of  the 
Mendips  on  the  south-west,  still  more  probable  is  it  that 
they  were  not  far  removed  from  Glastonbury  and  the 
numerous  escarpments  of  the  new  red  sandstone  and  the 
lias  in  that  direction.  Certain  is  it  that  the  waters  of  the 
ocean  overspread  the  moors  so  far  up  as  Burtle,  Sutton, 
and  Middlezoy,  for  at  these  places  are  to  be  found  recent 
marine  deposits  containing  organic  remains  still  living  in 
the  channel,  and  but  for  the  alluvial  covering  they  have 
since  received  there  is  little  doubt  they  might  be  recognized 
in  many  other  localities.  The  last  and  most  recent  change 
in  the  district  to  be  noticed  is  the  great  extent  of  the  turf 
moors  and  rich  alluvial  lands  to  the  south  of  the  Mendips, 
and  also  on  the  west  in  the  direction  of  Bridgwater  and 
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Burnham.  Sinco  the  recession  of  the  ocean  these  low 
levels  appear  to  have  been  receiving  their  accumulations 
of  alluvial  deposits  by  the  drainage  into  them  of  materials 
brought  down  into  the  basin  they  occupy  by  the  rivers 
Axe,  Brue,  and  Parrett,  the  overflow  of  whose  waters  in 
early  times,  as  occasionally  at  the  present,  probably  con- 
verted a  great  part  of  the  country  into  an  inland  lake. 
During  this  time  the  rhinoceros,  the  bos  longifrons,  the 
reindeer,  and  a  few  of  the  post-pliocene  mammals  still 
lingered.  In  the  same  deposits  we  find  traces  of  the 
ancient  Briton  and  of  Roman  occupation,  and  thus  we 
insensibly  graduate  from  the  pre-historic  into  historic 
times — from  the  dim  eras  of  the  past  into  the  present. 
My  object  has  been  rather  to  treat  of  the  physical  revolu- 
tions that  have  been  in  progress  in  the  area  in  which  we 
are  assembled  than  to  refer  at  any  length  to  the  still  more 
interesting  palasontological  facts  they  have  involved.  The 
laws  by  which  these  changes  have  been  effected  in  the 
past  are  as  surely  in  operation  at  the  present,  and  who  can 
say  in  what  bold  relief,  as  compared  with  the  past,  the 
footprints  we  are  now  leaving  in  the  sands  of  time  may 
stand  out  to  record  our  world's  history  in  the  future. 


BY    W.    A.    SANFORD,    ESQ.,  F.G.S. 


LTHOUGH  at  first  sight  the  addition  of  the  know- 


_ZTA_  ledge  of  a  few  small  animals  in  the  fauna  of  a 
given  period  in  a  particular  country  may  not  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  many,  of  general  interest,  I  hope  to  show  that 
it  really  constitutes  a  fact  bearing  on  the  physical  geography, 
and  therefore  on  the  history  of  the  world,  during  what  must, 
in  the  present^state  of  our  knowledge,  be  deemed  an  early 
portion  of  the  history  of  our  race  ;  and  which  therefore 


Fig.  1.    Arvicola  ratticeps.    Upper  jaw,  lateral  aspect. 

1  a.  Dentition  of  the  upper  jaw,  magnified  six  diameters. 
1  b.  Lower  jaw,  external  aspect. 
1  c.  The  same,  internal  aspect. 

1  d.  Dentition  of  the  lower  jaw,  magnified  six  diameters. 

2.  Arvicola  Gulielmi,  n.  s.,  lower  jaw,  external  aspect. 

2  a.  The  same,  internal  aspect. 

2  b.  Dentition  of  the  same,  magnified  six  diameters. 

3.  Lemmus  norvegicus  (var. ),  lower  jaw,  external  aspect. 

3  a.  The  same,  internal  aspect. 

3  b.  Dentition  of  the  same,  magnified  six  diameters. 

4.  Lemmus  torquatus  (var. ),  anterior  part  of  the  skull,  lateral  aspect. 

4  a.  Dentition  of  the  same,  magnified  six  diameters. 

5.  Lepus  dihwianus,  skull,  natural  size,  lateral  aspect. 

6.  Cricetus  songarus,  anterior  portion  of  skull,  lateral  aspect. 
6  a.  Dentition  of  the  above,  magnified  six  diameters. 

6  b.  Lower  jaw,  external  aspect. 
6  c.  The  same,  internal  aspect. 

6  d.  Dentition  of  the  lower  jaw,  magnified  six  diameters. 
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equally  belongs  to  both  departments  which  occupy  the 
attention  of  our  society. 

It  has  been  long  known  that  the  mammoth  is  found  in 
grent  abundance  in  Siberia,  which  country  may  indeed  be 
considered  the  metropolis  of  the  animal,  as  well  as  its  last 
retreat.  It  is  therefore  of  the  highest  importance  for  us  to 
know,  while  investigating  the  climate  of  its  existence,  what 
animals  were  co-existent  with  it  in  other  countries  as  well 
as  in  Siberia  itself. 

Our  knowledge  in  this  respect  in  Siberia  is  singularly 
defective,  but  it  is  hoped  that  energetic  naturalists  like 
Brandt  may  devote  themselves  to  this  study  and  carry  on  a 
series  of  observatious  parallel  to  those  which  are  now  being 
worked  out  by  many  observers  in  this  country,  Germany, 
and  France. 

The  observations  I  am  about  to  make  are  confined  to 
one  order,  the  Kodentia,  comprising  such  animals  as  hares, 
rats,  squirrels,  voles,  and  the  like,  and  the  information  they 
afford  is  singularly  important. 

Naturalists  have  hitherto  reckoned  three  species  of  hare 
as  post-glacial  forms  ;  the  common  hare,  the  Irish  hare,  and 
the  rabbit  ;  besides  a  closely  allied  animal,  the  pika  or 
tailless  hare  of  Siberia.  I  believe  all  these  to  be  of  great 
rarity  in  the  cave  deposits  ;  I  have  never  seen  but  one,  or 
at  most,  two  specimens  of  the  rabbit,  which  I  could  in  any 
way  consider  as  fossil,  and  even  with  respect  to  these  I 
have  considerable  doubt.  It  is  now  well  known  that  bones 
in  contact  with  particular  earths  and  rocks  rapidly  acquire 
the  condition  of  ordinary  cave  bones,  and  when  the  bur- 
rowing habits  of  the  animal  and  its  highly  southern  distri- 
bution are  considered,  as  well  as  its  probable  non-existence 
during  the  early  historical  period  in  Europe,  we  may  well 
doubt  whether  the  rabbit  really  co-existed  with  the  mam- 
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moth  in  this  country.  Bones  greatly  resembling  those  of 
the  common  hare  are  also  extremely  rare,  their  size  is  such 
as  to  render  them  conspicuous  fossils  :  and  in  my  recent 
report  to  the  British  Association,  I  have  mentioned  that 
in  the  earlier  deposits  in  Kent's  Hole  they  are  of  extreme 
rarity,  whereas  in  these  deposits  are  animals  I  am  about  to 
mention,  which  evidently  represent  this  species.  With 
regard  to  the  Irish  hare,  I  have  seen  but  half  a  lower  jaw 
which  I  can  with  some  confidence  ascribe  to  this  species, 
this  is  from  Hutton  cave.  But  I  have  found  the  bones  of 
a  hare  which  must  have  been  one  of  the  most  abundant 
animals  of  the  period  ;  its  presence  is  universal  in  all  the 
caves  which  contain  any  of  the  extinct  mammoth  fauna. 
It  was  much  larger  and  more  powerful  than  any  wild  hare 
with  which  I  have  been  able  to  compare  it — the  skull 
pretty  equal  in  size  to  that  of  the  largest  lop-eared  tame 
rabbit  I  have  seen.  It  is  also  distinguished  by  some  slight 
but  very  constant  anatomical  peculiarity  ;  it  is  closely 
related  to  the  black  hare  of  the  Altai  mountains,  but  is 
nearly  double  the  size  of  that  animal.  I  believe  it  to  be 
extinct  as  a  species,  and  to  be  that  which  the  French 
naturalists  have  described  under  the  name  of  Lepus  dilu- 
vianus.  I  have  recognised  its  bones  as  very  rarely 
occurring  in  the  upper  black  bed  of  Kent's  Hole,  which 
contains  abundant  remains  of  domestic  animals  and  of  man. 
It  therefore  became  extinct  in  this  county  during  the 
period  of  domestic  animals,  at  the  same  time  the  common 
hare  became  abundant  ;  so  that  as  I  said  before,  we  have 
evident  proof  of  the  replacement  of  one  closety  allied1 
species  by  another,  and  some  intermediate  specimens  give 
us  some  reason  to  suspect  that  we  have  here  an  instance, 
not  only  of  replacement,  but  also  of  transition. 

With  regard  to  the  many  species  of  Leporina,  the  cave 
VOL.  XV.,  1868-9,  PART  II.  Gr 
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pika — I  can  only  repeat  Professor  O  wen's  observation — which 
the  more  abundant  materials  we  now  have  enable  me  to 

^confirm,  that  the  cave  tailless  hare,  which  was  little  larger 
than  a  mouse,  was  most  closely  related  to,  but  possibly  not 
absolutely  identical  with,  the  Lagomys  pusillus  of  Siberia.  A 
jaw  from  Kent's  Hole  more  closely  resembles  this  Siberian 
animal  than  either  of  the  Hutton  specimens  at  Taunton. 
On  the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  consider  it  a  local  variety 
rather  than  a  distinct  species.  It  will  be  however  convenient 
to  retain  Professor  Owen's  specific  name  Lagomys  spelceus. 
The  next  division  of  Rodentia  are  the  voles,  best  known 
to  non-naturalists  by  our  common  water  rat,  which  appears 
to  have  been  abundant  in  the  caves.  There  are  three  other 
species,  or  sub-species,  which  inhabit  Europe — to  which  of 
these  our  animal  belongs  may  be  doubtful,  as  we  have  no 
entire  skulls,  by  which  alone  they  can  be  discriminated. 

Our  common  short-tailed  field  mouse  is  also  represented 
with  a  singular  variation,  the  anterior  portion  of  the  lower 
jaw  is  invariably  longer  and  straighter  than  that  of  our 

|  own  little  animal.    This  approximates  it  to  a  Siberian  and 

!  North  European  form — Arvicola  ratticeps.    We  have  here 

j  also  a  trace  of  a  transition  of  species. 

This  A,  ratticeps  I  have  also  found  in  the  Hutton  collection. 
It  has  not  hitherto  been  described  as  fossil,  but  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  a  rare  animal,  it  is  larger  than  our 
short-tailed  field  mouse,  and  the  teeth  dhTer  constantly  but 
not  to  any  great  degree.  It  may  be  easily  recognised  by 
the  figure  in  the  plate  which  accompanies  this  paper.  I 
have  found  this  animal  also  in  Kent's  Hole. 

The  other  British  species— the  little  bank  vole — is  also 
represented  in  the  Hutton  collection  by  a  single  lower  jaw. 
It  is  rare,  but  from  its  small  size  it  has  probably  been  over- 
looked. 
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But  I  have  found  five  jaws  in  the  Hutton  collection, 
and  one  or  two  in  Kent's  Hole,  of  a  fifth  species  which 
I  believe  to  be  undescribed.  Among  the  European  species 
there  is  a  very  small  animal  having  very  complicated 
teeth — Arvicola  subterraneus.  This  is  represented  in  our 
cave  deposits  by  an  animal  which  must  have  been  nearly 
as  large  as  our  water  rat,  and  therefore  of  comparatively 
gigantic  size.  It  resembles  nothing  with  which  I  have 
been  able  to  compare  it  either  in  size,  or  figure  of  the 
jaw.  I  give  figures  of  the  lower  jaw,  no  other  part  of  the 
animal  having  occurred.  I  call  it  Arvicola  Gulielmi  after 
Mr.  Williams,  to  whom  we  owe  the  collection  of  the 
specimens  on  which  the  species  is  founded.  I  have  met 
with  no  notice  of  the  discoveries  of  the  Norway  or  migra- 
tory lemming  as  a  fossil,  but  in  the  Hutton  collection 
several  upper  and  lower  jaws  occur  which  are  indistinguish- 
able from  that  species.  A  smaller  lemming  closely  allied 
to,  but  possibly  not  identical  with,  the  White  Sea  Lemmus 
torquatus  has  occurred  at  Fisherton  near  Salisbury,  in 
company  with  the  mammoth,  and  has  been  described  by 
Dr.  Blackmore. 

Dr.  Falconer  has  described  the  jaws  of  a  ground  squirrel, 
closely  resembling  a  Siberian  species,  which  he  has  named 
Spermophilus  erythrogenoides.  The  original  specimen  figured 
by  him  is  in  our  collection  ;  a  second  was  erroneously  named 
by  a  former  curator  Spermophilus  citellus,  and  the  mistake 
was  transferred  to  the  catalogue  of  Pleistocene  fossils  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Dawkins  and  myself  in  the  preface  to  our 
monographs  on  Felis  spelcea,  and  a  third  has  since  been 
discovered  in  a  box  of  fossils  which  belonged  to  Mr. 
Williams.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  these  fossils  are 
from  Hutton. 

The  last  animal  that  I  shall  mention  belongs  not  only  to 
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a  species,  but  also  to  a  genus,  which  has  not  hitherto  been 
recognised  as  a  fossil  in  Great  Britain,  namely,  the 
hamster.  But  the  size  of  our  specimens  is  much  smaller 
than  of  the  animal  now  found  in  central  and  western 
Europe.  It  closely  agrees  in  every  respect  with  Cricetus 
songarus,  a  minute  representative  of  the  genus  which  now 
inhabits  Western  Siberia. 

We  have  therefore,  extinct  animals — Lepus  diluvianus7 
Lagomys  spelceus,  Arvicola  Gulielmi,  Spermophilus  erythro- 
genoides  :  animals  now  found  in  Norway,  Russia,  and 
Western  Siberia,  and  not  in  England — Arvicola  ratticeps, 
Lemmus  Norvegicus,  Cricetus  songarus :  animals  still  living 
in  Great  Britain — Lepus  timidus  (very  rare),  Lepus  Hiber- 
nicus  (very  rare),  Lepus  cuniculus  (very  doubtful),  Arvicola 
amphibius  (common),  Arvicola  agrestisf  Arvicola  glareolus= 
pratensis  (rare.) 

Putting  aside  therefore,  the  common  hare,  and  Irish 
hare,  as  too  rare,  and  of  too  doubtful  occurrence  in  their 
deposit  to  afford  any  certain  indication  of  climate,  and 
the  rabbit,  of  which  I  very  much  doubt  the  co-existence 
with  the  mammoth,  we  have  only  three  species  of  rodents 
which  appear  to  be  identical  with  those  now  living  in 
Great  Britain — the  water  rat,  the  short-tailed  field  mouse, 
and  the  bank  vole ;  the  second  shews  an  evident  variation 
in  the  direction  of  a  more  northern  and  eastern  form. 
With  regard  to  the  rest,  the  three  species  which  I  had 
recently  described  for  the  first  time  as  fossil  are  all 
Siberian  or  North  European  forms  and  of  the  four  extinct, 
or  quasi  extinct  species,  three  are  most  closely  allied  to, 
though  in  size  and  some  other  slight  particulars  differing 
from,  Siberian  forms.  All  these  are  found  in  the  Hutton 
and  in  Kent's  Hole  caves,  where  the  mammoth  is  the  only 
species  of  elephant,  but  as  far  as  we  know  they  are  absent 
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from  those  deposits  in  which  the  Elephas  antiquus  has  been 
discovered. 

We  can  hardly  then  refuse  our  assent  to  the  propo- 
sition that  the  climate  of  England  at  the  period  when 
the  mammoth  was  the  characteristic  mammal,  as  far  as  these 
animals  throw  light  upon  it,  resembled  that  of  Eastern 
Europe  and  Siberia,  that  is,  that  it  was  extreme  and  conti- 
nental, and  the  migratory  habits  of  the  Norway  Lemming 
require  an  uninterrupted  communication  with  a  northern 
continent,  so  that  in  all  probability  the  North  Sea  did  not 
exist  except  as  a  strait  or  estuary  between  us  and 
Norway.  We  also  have  in  the  cases  of  the  larger  and 
smaller  hare,  in  Lagomys  spelceus  and  pusillus,  in  Arvicola 
ratticeps  and  agrestis,  in  Spermophilus  erythrogenoides  and 
erytlirogenys  apparent  traces  of  the  transition  of  one  of 
those  forms  which  we  call  a  species  to  another. 

I  may  mention  that  no  trace  of  the  beaver  has,  as  yet, 
occurred  in  the  Somerset  caves,  though  several  specimens 
have  been  found  in  Kent's  Hole,  near  Torquay,  indicating 
species  resembling  both  the  Castor  faber  of  Europe  and 
Castor  Canadiensis  of  America. 
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nnHIS  Society  shall  be  denominated  "The  Somersetshire 
JL  Archaeological  and  Natural  History  Society  ;  "  and  its 
object  ; shall  be  the  cultivation  of,  and  collecting  information 
on,  Archaeology  and  Natural  History  in  their  various  branches, 
but  more  particularly  in  connection  with  the  County  of  Somerset. 

II.  — The  Society  shall  consist  of  a  Patron,  elected  for  life  ; 
a  President ;  Vice-Presidents ;  General,  and  District  or  Local 
Secretaries ;  and  a  Treasurer,  elected  at  each  Anniversary 
Meeting ;  with  a  Committee  of  twelve,  six  of  whom  shall  go 
out  annually  by  rotation,  but  may  be  re-elected.  No  person 
shall  be  elected  on  the  Committee  until  he  shall  have  been  six 
months  a  Member  of  the  Society. 

III.  — Anniversary  General  Meetings  shall  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  the  Officers,  of  receiving  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  for  the  past  year,  and  of  transacting  all  other 
necessary  business,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Committee 
shall  appoint,  of  which  Meetings  three  weeks'  notice  shall  be 
given  to  the  Members. 

IV.  — There  shall  also  be  a  General  Meeting,  fixed  by  the 
Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  Reports,  reading 
Papers,  and  transacting  business.  All  Members  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  introducing  one  friend  to  the  Anniversary  and 
General  Meetings. 

V.  - — The  Committee  is  empowered  to  call  Special  Meetings 
of  the  Society  upon  receiving  a  requisition  signed  by  ten  Mem- 
bers. Three  weeks'  notice  of  such  Special  Meeting  and  its 
object  shall  be  given  to  each  Member. 

VI. — The  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  directed  by  the 
Committee  (of  which  the  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  ex- 
officio  Members)  which  shall  hold  Monthly  Meetings  for 
receiving  Reports  from  the  Secretaries  and  sub-Committees, 
and  for  transacting  other  necessary  business ;  five  of  the 
Committee  shall  be  a  quorum.  Members  may  attend  the 
Monthly  Committee  Meetings  after  the  official  business  has 
been  transacted. 
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VII.  — The  Chairman,  at  Meetings  of  the  Society,  shall  have 
a  casting  vote  in  addition  to  his  vote  as  a  Member. 

VIII.  — One  (at  least)  of  the  Secretaries  shall  attend  each 
Meeting,  and  shall  keep  a  record  of  its  proceedings.  All 
Manuscripts  and  Communications  and  the  other  property  of 
the  Society  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Secretaries. 

IX. — Candidates  for  admission  as  Members  shall  be  pro- 
posed by  two  members  at  any  of  the  General  or  Committee 
Meetings,  and  the  election  shall  be  determined  by  ballot  at 
the  next  Committee  or  General  Meeting  ;  three-fourths  of  the 
Members  present  balloting  shall  elect.  The  Eules  of  the 
Society  shall  be  subscribed  by  every  person  becoming  a 
Member. 

X.  — Ladies  shall  be  eligible  as  Members  of  the  Society 
without  ballot,  being  proposed  by  two  Members  and  approved 
by  the  majority  of  the  Meeting. 

XI.  — Each  Member  shall  pay  Ten  Shillings  on  admission  to 
the  Society,  and  Ten  Shillings  as  an  Annual  Subscription, 
which  shall  become  due  on  the  1st  of  January  in  each  year, 
and  shall  be  paid  in  advance. 

XII.  — Donors  of  Ten  Guineas  or  upwards  shall  be  Members 
for  life. 

XIII.  — At  General  Meetings  of  the  Society  the  Committee 
may  recommend  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Honorary  or 
Corresponding  Members. 

XIV.  — When  any  office  shall  become  vacant  or  any  new 
appointment  shall  be  requisite,  the  Committee  shall  have 
power  to  fill  up  the  same  ;  such  appointments  shall  remain  in 
force  only  till  the  next  General  Meeting,  when  they  shall  be 
either  confirmed  or  annulled. 

XV.  — The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  Subscriptions  and 
Donations  made  to  the  Society,  and  shall  pay  all  accounts 
passed  by  the  Committee ;  he  shall  keep  a  book  of  receipts 
and  payments  which  he  shall  produce  whenever  the  Committee 
shall  require  it ;  the  accounts  shall  be  audited  previously  to 
the  Anniversary  Meeting  by  two  Members  of  the  Committee 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  and  an  abstract  of  them  shall  be  read 
at  the  Meeting. 

XVI.  — No  change  shall  be  made  in  the  Laws  of  the  Society 
except  at  a  General  or  Special  Meeting,  at  which  twelve 
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Members  at  least  shall  be  present.  Of  the  proposed  change 
a  month's  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Secretaries,  who  shall 
communicate  the  same  to  each  Member  three  weeks  before 
the  Meeting. 

XVII.  — Papers  read  at  Meetings  of  the  Society  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  of  sufficient  interest  for  publication 
shall  be  forwarded  (with  the  author's  consent)  to  such  periodical 
as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Committee  to  be  the  best  for 
the  purpose,  with  a  request  that  a  number  of  such  papers  may 
be  printed  separately,  for  distribution  to  the  Members  of  the 
Society,  either  gratuitously  or  for  such  payment  as  may  be 
agreed  on. 

XVIII.  — No  religious  or  political  discussions  shall  be  per- 
mitted at  Meetings  of  the  Society. 

XIX.  — That  any  person  contributing  Books  or  Specimens 
to  the  Museum  shall  be  at  liberty  to  resume  possession  of  them 
in  the  event  of  the  property  of  the  Society  ever  being  sold  or 
transferred  to  any  other  county.  Also,  persons  shall  have 
liberty  to  deposit  Books  or  Specimens  for  a  specific  time  only. 


N.B. — One  of  the  objects  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  collect, 
by  donations  or  purchase,  a  Library  and  Museum,  more 
particularly  illustrating  the  History  (Natural,  Civil,  and 
Ecclesiastical, )  of  the  County  of  Somerset. 


*#*  It  requested  that  Contributions  to  the  Museum  or  Library 
sent  to  the  Curator,  at  the  Society's  Booms,  Taunton. 


3ht  of  gfltmbv* 
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30  Bennett,  H.  E.,  SparJcford,  llchester 

Bergman,  J.  GK,  Collinshays,  Bruton 


66 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Bernard,  H.,  Wells 

Berryman,  W.  C,  jun.,  Wells 

Bewes,  Eev.  T.  A.,  Beaumont,  Plymouth 
35  Bickham,  Mrs.  Geo.,  8  amp  ford  Brett 

Bisset,  M.  F.,  Bagborough 

Blake,  W.,  Bridge  House,  South  Petherton 

Bond,  Eev.  J.,  Weston,  Bath 

Bord,  J.  G.,  Bruton 
40  Bouverie,  P.  P.,  jun.,  Brymore  House,  Bridgwater 

Boyd,  P.,  M.D.,  Wells 

Boyle,  Hon.  and  Eev.  Eichard,  Marston,  Frome 

Brackstone,  E.  H.,  Lyncombe  Hill,  Bath 

Braikenridge,  W.  Jerdone,  Clevedon 
45  Braikenridge,  Eev.  G.  Weare,  ,, 

Bramble,  James  Eoger,  Yatton 

Bridges,  H.,  Bridgwater 

Broadley,  J.,  2,  Barrow  Castle,  Bath 

Brown,  Eev.  Frederick,  Fern  Bank,  Beckenham,  Kent 
50  Brown,  S.  Sneade,  110,  Pembroke  Road,  Clifton 

Browne,  John,  Bridgwater 

Broome,  0.  E.,  Elmhurst,  Batheaston 

Buckle,  Eev.  G.,  Twerton 

Bullied,  J.  G.,  Glastonbury 
55  Bullock,  George,  East  Coker 

Bullock,  G.  Troyte,  ,, 

Bumpstead,  Eev.  T.  J.,  Binder,  Wells 

Burridge,  Wm.,  Bradford 

Burtt,  G.  E.,  Plminster 
60  Bush,  Clement,  Weston,  Bath 

Bush,  James,  4,  Great  George-street,  Park  Street,  Bristol 

Caparn,  Eev.  W.  B.,  Bray  cot,  Weston-super-Mare 

Carew,  Lieut. -Col.,  Crow  combe  Court 

Cavan,  the  Earl  of,  Weston-super-Mare 
65  Chapman,  Eight  Eev.  Bishop,  Wootton  Courtney 

Cheetham,  David,  Bath 

Chisholm-Batten,  E.,  Lincoln's  Inn,  London 

Church,  Eev.  C.  M.,  Wells 

Clark,  Joseph,  Street 
70  Clark,  Eev.  W.  E.,  Taunton 

Clarke,  T.  E.,  Tremlett  House,  Wellington 

Clarke,  A.  A.,  Wells 

Clerk,  Eev.  D.  M.,  Kingston  Beveril,  Wilts 
Clerk,  E.  H.,  Westholme  House,  Pilton,  Shepton  Mallet 
75  Clutterbuck,  Eev.  Henry,  Buckland  Binham,  Frome 
Coker,  T.,  Taunton 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


G7 


Coleman,  Eev.  James,  Chapel  Allerton 
Coles,  Eev.  J.  8.,  Shepton  Beauchamp 
Cornish,  C.  H.,  Taunton 
80  Cornish,  F.  W.,  Eton  College 
Combe,  E.  T.,  Earnshill 

Cox,  Mr.  Sergeant,  36,  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  and  Moat 

Mount,  Highivood,  Hendon,  London,  N.  W. 
Crickitt,  E.  E.,  4,  Belvidere  Villas,  Bath 
Crosse,  Eev.  J.  D.  0.,  Pawlett 
85  Crotch,  Eev.  W.  E.,  Uphill 

Daniel,  Eev.  H.  A.,  Manor  Souse,  Stockland-Bristol, 

Bridgwater 
Davis,  Maurice,  Langport 

De  Havilland,  John,  Langford  Court,  Wellington 
Dickinson,  F.  H.,  Kingweston  House 
90  Dickinson,  E.  H.,  Shepton  Mallet 

Doveton,  Captain,  Haines  Hill,  Taunton 
Down,  E.,  Weston-super-Mare 
Du  Sautoy,  Eev.  W.  Taunton 

Egremont,  Countess  of,  Orchard  Wgndham 
95  Elliot,  Miss,  Taunton 

Elliot,  W.  F.,  Osborne  House,  Taunton 
Elton,  Sir  Arthur  H.,  Bart.,  Clevedon  Court 
Escott,  Miss,  Hartroiu  House 

Fagan,  Eev.  Gh  H.,  Rodney  Stole  Rectory,  Wells 
100  Farmer,  Fredk.,  M.D.,  Bridgwater 
Falconer,  E.  W.,  M.D.,  Bath 

Falkner,  Frederick,  Lyncombe  Cottage,  Lyncombe,  Bath 

Fisher,  J.  M.,  Taunton 

Fisher,  T.,  „ 
105  Fitzgerald,  Yen.  Archdeacon,  Charlton  Maclcerel,  Somerton 

Forteseue,  Eight  Hon.  Chichester,  M.P.,  The  Priory, 
Cheivton  Mendip,  Bath 

Foster,  Eev.  A.  J.,  Taunton 

Foster,  W.  J.  S.,  Wells 

Fox,  C.  H.,  M.D.,  Brislington 
110  Fox,  C.  J.,  M.D.,  Brislington  (deceased) 

Fox,  Geo.  Smith,  Wellington 

Fox,  Sylvanus,  Linden,  Wellington 

Freeman,  E.  A.,  Summerleaze,  Wells 

Fuller,  T.,  Richmond  Hill,  Bath 


68 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


115  Furnoaux,  Eev.  W.  Duckworth,  Berkeley,  Frorne 

George,  Eev  Philip  Edward,  1,  Belmont,  Bath 
Giles,  Captain,  Woodberry,  Wells 
Gillett,  Geo.,  Taunton 
Goodford,  Eev.  C.  0.,  D.D.,  Provost,  Eton 
120  Gould,  Eev.  W. 

Gover,  H.,  LL.D.,  Courtlands,  Taunton 
Go  wring,  Eev.  G.  J.,  Llminster 

Grenville,  Ealph  Neville,  M.P.,  Butleigh,  Glastonbury 
Green,  Emanuel,  Solcombe,  Bath 

125  Hamilton,  J,,  Broomfield,  and  116,  Bark-street,  Grosvenor- 
square,  London 

Hamilton,  Eev.  L.  E.,  Alma  Villas,  Bath 

Hammond,  H.  W.,  Rutland  Lodge,  Clevedon 

Harbin,  G.,  Newton  House,  Yeovil 

Harford,  W.  H.,  Blaise  Castle,  Bristol 
130  Harford,  Wm.  H.,  jun.,  Barley  Wood,  Wrington,  Bristol 

Harris,  Charles,  Llchester 

Harrison,  Eev.  0.  S.,  Thorn  Falcon 

Hawkins,  Eev.  H.  C.  H.,  Chilton- sup er-Folden 

Heard,  Eobert,  Shepton  Mallet 
135  Heathcote,  Eev.  S.,  Williton 

Helyar,  W.  H.,  Colcer  Court,  Yeovil 

Henderson,  Eobert,  Bell  Souse,  Trull 

Hill,  Eev.  E.,  Timshury,  Bath 

Hill,  Miss,  16,  Phillimore  Gardens,  Kensington,  London 
140  Hill,  William  John,  Langport 

Hippisley,  Edwin,  Wells 

Hodges,  Miss,  Moreland  Samp,  Bridgwater 

Hodgkinson,  W.  S.,  Wells 

Hood,  Sir  A.  A.,  Bart.,  St.  Audries 
145  Hooper,  James,  Lnner  Temple,  London,  E.C. 

Horner,  Eev.  J.  S.  H.,  Mells  Park,  Frome 

Hoskins,  T.,  Saselbury 

Hoskins,  H.  W.,  Sinton  St.  George 

Hoyte,  JohnEocke,  Glastonbury 
150  Hunneybun,  Eev.  W.  M. 

Hunt,  E.,  18,  Belmont,  Bath 

Hunt,  Eev.  W.,  Congresbury,  Bristol 

Hutchings,  H.  13,  Chester-st.  Grosvenor-sq.  London 

Isaacs,  G.,  Miherton 
155  Jeboult,  E.,  Taunton 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Jermyn,  Ven.  Archdeacon,  Nettlecombe 
Johnson,  Eev.  F.  C,  Whitelachington 
Jones,  W.  A.,  Taunton 

Kelly,  W.  M.,  M.D.,  Taunton 
160  Kemmis,  Mrs.,  Croham  Hurst,  Croydon,  Surrey 

King,  H.  D.,  Taunton 

King,  E.  K.  M.,  Waif  or  d 

King,  "Walter  M.eade,  Taunton 

Kinglake,  E.  A.,  Weston-super-Mare 
165  Kinglake,  J.  H.,  M.D.,  Taunton 

Knatchbull,  W.  F.,  Bahinqton  House 

Knott,  John,  Ilminster 

Knowles,  C,  Bridgwater 

Knyfton,  T.  T.,  Uphill 

170  Lace,  Eev.  J.  W.,  Pill,  Bristol 

Lambert,  W.  C,  Misterton,  Crewherne 

Lance,  Eev.  J.  E.,  Bucldand  St.  Mary 

Lang,  Eobt.,  Hallen  Lodge,  Henbury,  Bristol 

Langton,  W.  H.  P.  Gr.,  M.P.,  Hatch  Park,  Taunton 
175  Langworthy,  V.  Upton,  Ilminster 

Leigh,  Henry,  3,  Ploivden  Buildings,  Temple,  London 

Lethbridge,  A.  Gh,  EastbrooTc,  Taunton 

Liddon,  H.,  Taunton 

Long,  W.,  West  Hay,  Wrington,  Bristol 
180  Lovelace,  the  Earl  of,  Ashley  Combe,  Porlock 

Luttrell,  Gr.  F.,  Punster  Castle 

Malet,  Arthur,  Pyrland  Hall,  Taunton 

Malet,  Octavius  W.,  Hay  grass  House,  Taunton 

Marshall,  Eev,  W.,  Ilton 
185  Marshall,  G.  W.,  LL.M.,  Weacombe  House,  Bicknoller 

Marwood,  J.  B.,  Montague  House,  Weston-super-Mare 

May,  Frederick,  Taunton 

Mayhew,  T.,  Glastonbury 

Meade,  Eev.  E.  J.,  Castle  Cary 
190  Medlycott,  Sir  W.  C,  Bart.,  Ven  House,  Milborne  Port 

Meyler,  T.,  Taunton 

Michell,  Eev.  E.,  B.D.,  Magdalene  Hall,  Oxford 
Miles,  Sir  W.,  Bart.,  Leigh  Court,  Bristol 
Mitchell,  W.  S.,LL.B.,  F.GLS.,  St.  George's  Lodge,  Be 
195  Moor,  Eev.  J.  F.,  Sion  Place,  Sion  Hill,  Bath 
Moor,  Eev.  "W.  E.,  Stole  St.  Gregory 
Moore,  C,  Cambridge-place  Bath 


VOL.  XV.,  1868-9,  PART  II. 


I 


70 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Moss,  Rev.  J.  J.,  East  Lydford 
Moysey,  H.  GK,  Bathealton  Court 
200  Munckton,  W.  W.,  Curry  Rivet 
Murch,  Jerom,  Cranfields,  Bath 

Naish,  W.  B.,  Ston  Easton 
Neville,  Eev.  P.,  Butleigh 
]^ewton,  F.  W.,  Barton  Grange 
205  Norman,  J.  F.,  Staplegrove,  Taunton 
Norris,  Hugh,  South  Petherton 

Ommanney,  Eev.  Gh  D.  W.,  Brislington,  near  Bristol 

Paget,  E.  H.,  M.P.,  Cranmore  Hall,  Shepton  Mallet 

Palairet,  Eev.  E..  Norton  St.  Philip 
210  Parfitt,  the  Very  Eev.  C.  C,  Cottles,  Melksham,  Wilts 

Parsons,  James,  Drayton,  near  Taunton 

Paul,  W.  Bond,  Langport 

Patton,  Capt.  T.,  E.N.,  Bishops  Hull 

Penny,  Eev.  C,  West  CoTcer,  Yeovil 
215  Perceval,  Capt.,  Severn  House,  Henbury,  Bristol 

Perrin,  Eev.  Greorge,  Nailsea 

Philpott,  Eev.  E.  S.,  Chewton  Mendip 

Pigott,  Mrs.  M.  J.,  Weston-super-Mare 

Pinchard,  W.  P.,  Taunton 
220  Pinchard,  J.  H.  B.,  Taunton 

Pinney,  W.,  Somerton  Erleigh 

Plowman,  T.,  North  Curry 

Poole,  Gh  S.,  Bridgwater 

Poole,  J.  E.,  Cannington 
225  Pope,  Dr.,  Glastonbury 

Porch,  T.  P.,  Edgarley 

Portman,  Eev.  F.  B.,  Staple  Fit%paine 
*Portman  Lord,  Bryanstone  House,  Dorset 

Prankerd,  John,  Langport 
230  Pring,  J.  H.,  M.D.,  Taunton 

Prior,  E.  O.  A.,  M.D.,  Halse 

Pyne,  Eev.  W.,  Charlton,  Somerton 

Quekett,  E.,  Langport 

Quicke,  Major,  Howley,  Pitminster 

235  Raban,  E.  B.,  Shirehampton 

^Eamsden,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  By  am,  Yorkshire 
Eandall,  Eev.  H.  GK,  St.  Mary  Redcliff,  Bristol 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Eedfern,  Eev.  W.  T.,  Taunton 

Eeed,  W.  F.,  CP.,  Fullands,  Taunton 
240  Eeynolds,  Vincent,  J.,  Canons  Grove,  Taunton 

Eobbins,  G.,  Midford  Castle,  near  Bath 

Eobinson,  Walter,  7,  FarnivaVs  Inn,  KoTborn,  London 

Eogers,  G.,  Bishops  Hull 

Eowcliffe,  Charles,  Milverton 
245  Eowe,  J.,  Taunton 

Euegg,  Lewis  H.,  Sherborne,  Dorset 

Butter,  John,  Ilminster 

Salmon,  Eev.  E.  A.,  Martock 

Sampson,  Thomas,  Houndstone  Souse,  Yeovil 
250  Sanford,  E.  A.,  Nynehead  Court 

Sanford,  W.  A.  „ 

Scarth,  Eev.  H.  M.,  Bailiwick,  Bath 

Scott,  Eev.  J.  P.,  Staplegrove 

Scratchley,  Eev.  C.  J.,  Lydeard  St.  Lawrence 
255  Serel,  Thomas,  Wells 

Sewers,  Eobert,  Curry  Rivel 

Seymour,  Alfred,  Knoyle,  Wilts 
*Seymour,  H.  D.,  Knoyle,  Wilts 

Sharp,  J.  C,  Ilminster 
260  Shepherd,  J.  W.,  Ilminster 

Sheppard,  A.  B.,  Torquay 

Sheppard,  J.,  Frome 

Shore,  J.,  Whatley,  near  Frome 

Shout,  E.  H.,  35,Coleman-street,  London,  E.C 
265  Slade,  Wyndham,  Muntys  Court,  Taunton 

Smirke,  Edward,  18,  Thurloe-square,  London,  S.W. 

Smith,  Eev.  Gilbert  E.,  Barton  St.  David 

Smith,  Cecil,  Bishops  Lydeard 

Smith,  Eichard,  Bridgwater 

Smith,  Lady  Somerton 
270  Solly,  Miss  L.,  Bath 

Somerville,  J.  C,  Dinder,  Wells 

Sotheby,  Eev.  T.  H.,  Milverton 

Sowdon,  Eev.  Eredk.,  Dunlierton 

Sparks,  William,  Crewkerne 
275  Speke,  W.,  Jordans,  near  Ilminster 

Spicer,  E.  W.,  Chard 

Stanton,  Eev.  J.  J.,  Lovington,  Castle  Cary 

Stayner,  James,  Bminster 

Steele,  Eev.  Thos.,  D.D.,  Bathvick  Terrace,  Bath 
280  Stephenson,  Eev.  J.  H.,  Lympsham 


72 


LIST  OP  MEMBERS 


Strachey,  Sir  E.,  Bart.,  Sutton  Court,  Pensford,  Bristol 
Stradling,  W.  J.  L.,  Chilton- super -Polden 
Stuckey,  V.,  Lang  port 
Surtees,  W.  Edward,  Tainfield 
285  Symes,  Eev.  E.,  Cleeve,  Bristol 

•  Talbot  de  Malahide,  Lord,  Evercreech,  Shepton  Mallet 

Templeman,  Eev.  Alex.,  Puc/cington 

Thomas,  0.  J.,  Drayton  Lodge,  Redland,  Bristol 
290  Thompson,  F.  J.,  Hamp,  Bridgwater 

Thring,  Eev.  Godfrey,  Alford,  near  Castle  Gary 

Thring,  Theodore,  ,, 

Todd,  Lt.-Col.,  Keynston,  Blandford 

Tomkins,  Eev.  H.  GK,  4,  Elm  Grove  Road,  Exeter 
295  Trask,  Charles,  Norton,  Ilminster 

Trevelyan,  Sir  W.  C,  Bart.,  Nettlecomle  Court,  and 
Wallington,  Northumberland 

Trevelyan,  Sir  0.  E.,  Bart.,  K.C.B.,  8,  Grosvenor-crescent^ 
Belgrave-square,  London,  8.  W. 

Trevelyan,  Arthur,  Tyneholm,  Tranent,  N.B. 

Trevelyan,  Miss,  Nettlecomle  Court 
300  Trew,  Eichard,  Axbridge 

Tuckwell,  Eev.  W.,  Taunton 

Turner,  C.  J.,  Staplegrove 

Tylor,  Edw.  Burnet,  Wellington 

Uttermare,  T.  B.,  Langport 

305  Vanderbyl,  P.,  51,  Porchester  Terrace,  London,  W. 

Walker,  W.  C.,  Shepton  Mallet 

Walrond,  Eev.  W.  H.,  Nynehead 

Walters,  E.,  Stolte-sul-Hamdon 

Walters,  GK,  Frome 
310  Ward,  Eev.  J.  W.,  Ruishton 

Warre,  F.,  Bindon,  Wellington 

Warren,  J.  F.  H.,  Langport 

Warren,  Eev.  J.,  Bawdrip 

Weatherley,    Christopher,    39,    High    Street,  Wappinfa 
London,  E. 
315  Webber,  Eev.  E.  A.,  Runnington 

Welman,  C.  N.,  Norton  Manor 

Welsh,  W.  I.,  Wells 

White,  C,  St.  Anne's  Heath,  Chertsey 

White,  F.,  Wellington 
320  White,  Eev.  F.  W.,  Crowle,  near  Doncaster 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


73 


Whitfield,  Rev.  E.,  llminster 

Whitmash,  E.,  12,  Lansdown  Terrace,  Bridge  Road, 

Battersea,  London 
Wickham,  Rev.  H.  D.,  Horsington  Rectory,  Wincanton 
Wilks,  Rev.  Theodore  C,  Nately  Scures,  Hants 

325  Williams,  — ,  Watchet 

Williams,  Rev.  Wadham  Pigott.,  Bishops  Hull 
Winterbotham,  W.  L.,  M.B.,  Bridgwater 
Winwood,  Rev.  H.  H.,  Cavendish-crescent,  Bath 
Woodforde,  E.  H.,  M.D.,  Amberd  House,  Taunton 

330  Woodforde,  G.  A.,  Castle  Cary 

Woodhouse.  Rev.  E.  T.,  Otterhampton,  Bridgwater 
Woodland,  J.,  Minehead 
Woodley,  W.  A.,  Taunton 

Yatman,  Rev.  J.  A.,  Winscombe,  Weston-super-Mare 


335  Birch,  A.,  5,  Albert-place,  Victoria-road,  Kensington,  London 
Bowman,  J.,  Vernon  Lodge,  Redland,  Bristol 
Carey,  Sir  P.  Stafford,  Guernsey 
Clark,  GK  T  ,  Bowlais  House,  Merthyr  Tydvil 
Earle,  Rev.  J.,  Upper  Swainswiclc,  Bath 

340  Elton,  C.  J.,  Manor  House,  Whitestaunton 

Hall,  Henry,  3,  Bloomsbury  Place,  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London,  W.  C. 

Hervey,  the  Right  Reverend  Lord  Arthur,  Bishop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  Falace,  Wells 

Hesse,  Rev.  E.  L.,  Rowberrow 

James,  Henry,  M.P., 
345  Long,  W.,  jun.,  Congresbury,  Bristol 

Lyte,  H.  Maxwell,  55,  Curzon-street,  May  Fair,  London 

Mapleton,  Rev.  H.  M.,  Badgworth,  Weston-super-Mare 

Marriott-Dodington,  T.,  Bulverton 

Marshall,  J.,  Belmont,  Taunton 
350  Matthew,  Rev.  M.  A.,  Bishops  Lydeard 

Millard,  G.,  Axbridge 

Munbee,  General,  Weston-super-Mare 

Pooley,  C,  Weston-super-Mare 

Rogers,  T.  E.,  Woolston  Manor,  Yarlington,  Wincanton 
355  Simmons,  C.  J.,  Lower  Lang  ford,  Bristol 
Sloper,  E.,  llminster 

St.  Aubyn,  Colonel,  7,  Great  Bedford-street,  Bath 


74 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


St.  Paul,  Sir  Horace,  Ewart  Park,  Wooler,  Northumberland 

Stock,  B.  S.,  Rhodyate  House,  Congresbury,  Bristol 

Swayne,  W.  T.,  Glastonbury 

Taunton,  Lady,  Quant  och  Lodge,  Bridgwater 

Tomkins,  Rev.  W.  S.,  Castle  Cary 

Winter,  J.,  Watts  House,  Bishops  Lydeard 

Wise,  Rev.  W.  J.,  Shipham,  Bristol 


Members  are  requested  to  inform  either  of  the  Secretaries  of  any  errors 
or  omissions  in  the  above  list  ;  they  are  also  requested  to  authorise 
their  Bankers  to  pay  their  subscriptions  annually  to  Messrs.  Bad- 
cock,  or  Messrs.  Stuckey,  Taunton  ;  or  to  either  of  their  branches  ; 
or  their  respective  London  Agents,  on  account  of  the  Treasurer. 


PRINTED  BY  F.  MAY,  67,  HIGH  STREET,  TAUNTON. 


